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Even today, there are many facts .about radiztion that
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UNITED STATES
ENERGY RL“EARCH AND DEVELOPMENT ADMINISTRATION
WASHINGTOMN, 0.C. 20595

To the Chiefs and All People in Utirik Atoll

Your letter to Mr. Roger Ray, dated July 1276, has been received
by this office. I wish to thank you for sending this letter

and bringing your views to my attention. I have cavrefully
considered your views, as presented in your letter, and appreciate
the opportunity to answey your thoughtful questious.

are not
known, despite the large number of scientists that have studied
this subject for more than 30 years. Even less was known about
radiation in 1954 at the time of the exposurc of the pecople on
Rongelap and Utirik. Based on all available knowledge on
radiation at that time, and using their best judgment, the
American doctors estimated that the people of Utirik were exposed
to only a small amount of radiation. Hence, there was general
apreement amorg the doctors and they told the Utirik peeple that
they would not, in the future, show any 111 effects caused by
radiation. Also, the relatively low levels of radiation at Utirik
soon diminiched sufficiently to permit the people to return to
their atoll before some of the other populations. Rongelap, on
the other hand, was more heavily contaminated with radiocactivity
so the people of this island had to live elsewhere fox zhout,

co.three yeays before they could return to, their homes.

"TIn revicwing the data that led to the conclusion that the, Utirik

people were exposed to considerably less radiation thaun the people
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disease from exposure, indicating that their exposure must have
been counsiderably less than the people of Rongelan Island. There
is one exception, however, and that relates to the radiation dose
to the children’'s thyroid which I shall address later in this
letter.

Following the return to the island, ir was decidad that continued
medical examinations -of the exposed peeple of Utirik were to be
done. Such examinations were conducted at regular intervals to
assurc that they had not becn harmed. Examinaticns were dene

in 1957, 1959, 1963, 1966, 1969, 1972 and 1975. During the past
six years, thyroid examinations were done and sick calls were
held every year in addition to complete physical exaninations.
Also, for the past several years, American doctors have visited
Utirik every three months.

In addition to examining the people vho have been exnposed to
radiation, the doctors selected a control group so that they could
compare the health of exposed and nori-exposed people. This centrol
group consists of unexposed people from Rongelap and is considered
quite adequate for ccmparison with the exposcd people of beoth
Rongelap and Utirik. The slight genetic differwnce between €
two populations was not considered a saufficient veason to salect
a separate control group for Utirilk.

One of your questions conrerned the fact that the children of the

exposced islanders (who were not themselves exposcd) have not

been included in the regular examinaticns. arge groups ¢f childre

of exposed parcntsshave been studied slsewherc. INone of these

studies revcaled any radiation-caused illness or defects. Heance,

it was expected that the health of this group.of childran of

.. . Utirik would not be aifectcd 0f course, al] childrven are cxg
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As' I saild earllcr in "this: ]eLLer,'m"ny facts -about radiation
were not known back in 1954 but the bese available mcdlL\J judement

n

‘wa'sused in decisions- affecting -the peaple. of Ve ik’ "Studving
o e the same plohl(mc now and \1Lh Lhe ‘xo'Wﬁdyc un_L(\( Lodny, v
b “%“T{Oﬂpvat, lrat Y rhes doetoera oo that tind F ol wre e T Dl Ao
o] el Tex pmsule of the thyroid’ duc to fallout.  This wars
: leq{ﬁtluﬁ Of thc Chlercn b cause LhPlL th)LO]d J'”mugpvgli'_%_” L
v e A, [l \ " . " N R . Lol 2

(R T



N i AT G e et At B TR a2 R s s P A T Y

S R R R e e S

Ly s

e

':1:;._“1“ 1 T Nt s ,~“;~g-p,r~,,.,nds,fn Carate i

-3 -

is not surprising that, with the information then available, thyroid

discase was not expected in the Utirik people. TIven more

important

is thot only very recently information became available from several
sources that the thyroid gland, especially in children, is considerably

more semsitive to radiation than was anticipated in 1954.
these factors together, we believe now, wmany years later,

Taking
that the

thyroid cancers inr the Utdrik people were probably caused by radiation.
At thig time we ave not able to predict whether more cases are to

be expected in the exposed members of the Utirik pepulation. It is,
thercfore, of the greatest importance that the regular medical
examinations be continued in the future. By having regular medical
examinations, signs of thyroid disease can be detected early and

prompt treatment will avoid unnecessary suffering on the part of

the Utirik people.

For these reasons, T believe it is of great importance that the
leadecrs of the people of Utirik explain to their people the purpose

and the importance of the regular medical examinations.

Many people living in the Marshall Islands District suffer from
diabetes. During the visits, the doctors from ERDA have tried to
learn wore about this disease so that they could better treat

the people. Kot all doctors agree about the kinds of medicine to
be used for treatment. I feel confident that the treatment used
by Dr. Knudsen, and as recemmended by an expert in this disease,
will benefit the Utirik people that suffer from this disease.

With regard to your concern about the arrow-root plants, I have

no reason to believe that the reduced size of the plants is ceused
by radiation. I sdy this because from what is known about radiation
effects in plants, the levels of radiation on Utirik are far too

low to cause plant damage.

.

“ Conducting-thec mcdlcal exaninations and tieqtlng people of the
islands whenever uchosalv has been l1rge]y in the hanas of Lr<:
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and Lnudsen, and during the past year, Dr. Kotrady. On many occasions,
expert mchcvl advice was -invited from Lho best doctors in the field,
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‘many of ‘whom as you -lknow participated in’ the actual medical examinations.
Lt ig my belief that Drs.: ‘Conard, Knudsen and Kotrady are
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In view of this, I am greatly surprisced to learn about the apparent
displeasure on the part of the people of Utirik as expressed in
youl letter and more recently about your request that Dr. Knudsen
Jecave youy island. A possible explanation for this difference in
the feelings for Drs. Conard and Knudsen may be a misunderstanding
on the part of your people as to the role and reasons for these
dectors to come to the islands. T would like to repeat that it is
my firm conviction that the principal concern of Drs. Conard and
Knudsen is the welfare and well-being of all of the people vhom
they visit. Some misunderstanding could result because of the
difference hetween our languages. Again, I would appeal to your
leadership and your teachers to impress upon those who had the
misfortune to be exposed to radiation the importance of the medical
cxaminations. Only then can vou and I be assured that they will
continue to receive the best medical care and treatment that we
are able to provide.

Together with this letter I am sending you a copy of "A Twenty-Year
Review of Medical Findings in a Marshallese Population Accidentally
Exposed to Radioactive Fallocut." This report contains the data
collected duving the period from 1954 to 1975 as well as more
detailed ivformation of the findings in the past five years. The
findings in this report ave of great importance in that they have
helped the vcientist in their understanding of the effects of
radiation. Collecting the information in this report has only
been pogsible through continued cooperation from you and your people.
I want you to know that this contributicen by you and your people
has helped the well-being of all people in the world.

s
I regret deeply that I cannot attend this meeting. Instead, I
have., asked Dr. Williaim Buvyr, my Deputy, to read this lectter.
.Please convey my very best wishes to the, people of Utirik. ‘
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“oviJames’ L. -Liverman, Director .- ..
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