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MEMORANDUM 703 Col. Mm, B, Covart, Jre, JIF-7
FROM: .  Alvin C. Graves
SUBJ: s SECURITY FORCE FOR FUTURE PACIFIC PR
. GROUND OPERATIONS
REF Memo for Record of 28 January 195%, same

subject, by Col. William Cowart.

The reference memo states in paragraph 2 that "it would
then appear that we have unnecesserily expended a largs effort
in patroling the entire danger area®™, Although I agree with
the conclusion of this paragraph that “security force should
be based on the strength necessary to prevent interference with
the Operation", I am not in agreemont with the first quotation
as & reason ror a change in philosophy.

During S8andstone, Gre¢nhouse and Ivy, it wvas highly inm-
portant to deny information to enemy nations as to the yield
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of devices being tested. In particular, had the Mike shot

been less successful, it might have been most important to

deny that information to an enemy., I agree completely that
estimates of yleld have become less sensitive with time. The
public shots at Nevade have made it reasonably obviocus that

the United States can design devices in the yileld range from
gero to 100 kilotons, In addition, the President has disclosed
that we have a family of fission weapons of various sizes with
yields up to 25 times that of one of the Japan drops and fusion
weapons in the range of megatons., Once one admits fission
wveapons of the order of 500 kilotons and fusion weapons of the
order o0f several megatons, eoncealment of approximate ylelds
of nev devices in this range becomes much less important. It
would still be undesirable to release an exact yleldof a
stockpile weapon, but sesurity forces are not capable of pre-
venting the loss or such information, decause such information
can not be ebtained by direct observation alene. ~Hengse ) although
I an not villing to admit that we have wasted effaort in'the ypast,
I delieve we should rncxnlin. tho otrort in view of the. prOSQnt

situation. : [ b —
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ALVIN C. GRAVES .. '©
ACG/jie Deputy, Scientific Habters
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