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Memo tor Record ot 28 Janua.!7 199t, same 
subject, by Col. V1111aa Covert. 

During Sandstone, Gretnhouse and IV7t it was bighlY' im­
portant to 48?11' 1ntormation to enem;y nations as to the yield 
of devices being tested. In particular, bad the Mike shot 
'been less auccesstu.1 1 it might have been most important to 
deny that 1n:tormation to an ene~. I agree completely that 
estimates of yield have become less sensitive vith time. The 
public shots at •evada have made 1t reasonably obvious that 
the United States can design devices in the yield range trom 
aero to 100 kilotons. In addition, the President bas disclosed 
that ve have a famil7 or fission weapons ot Tarious sizes with 
J1,elds up to 25' tilles that or one ot the Zapan drops and tusion 
weapons 1n the range ot 11egaton.s. Once one a4m1ts tisaion 
veapons ot the order ot SO() kilotons and haion weapons or.the 
order 01' •eYeral -saton.s, eonoe•lwent er apprort•te J1,e14a 
et new •ni•• 1D W.. range Moo••• moh 1••• lllportant. . Jt 
voalcl •till '9 -.d•lrable to rel-• an mot J'iel.4 ot a 
atoekpUe wapon9 mt aeovity toroea are not capable ot pre-
Ymtinc the loaa ot noh lntorMtion, 1-oauae 1uoh.tatcir.t!on 
oan not h :ebtetned bf direct obsenation alone •. ;'.'.~···al.th~ 
I am not v1ll1na to a4mit that w baTe vaated ettOrt 1.DEtlle,~t, 
I hllne ve •boul.4 neza.Sne the etf'ort 1n nw ot!the.p1e•ent, 
•ituatton. - LOSAlAMOS ~ < • :· ·:. t.u1 1 •· . - :~ 
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