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FO'lURE STATUS OF EPG ( '-') 

As stated in paragraph 4, Generai Luedecke' s Nov~ 2'), 1958 
memorandml proposes changes in the 'faak Force concept and organiza­
tion to permit greater ecoD.CllD1', etticieney and hanloD;y in the conduct 
ot nuclear tests at the Eniwetok Proving Ground. 

However, the larger problem requiring reaolution, be~ deciding on 
J'I!F-1 reorganization, is the tuture ot EPG as a test site. We have 
been advised that the ca.ission doea not desire to go be.ck to testing 
at EPG. In order to permit a ditin:lte decision, alternate overseas 
test sites must be evaluated to deteim.ne whether a new 1ocation will 
in f'act reduce international and other )l'Oblaa or rather increase 
them. 

JTF-7 is proceeding with studies ot weather and ahipping problems 
in alternate locations particularl.7 south ot Hilo and east of 
Christmas. The Navy is evaluating barge handling problems in the 
open sea including teasibil.ity ot recoveey bT an LSD. 

Should open sea hand1ing \)rove teasible and our laboratories 
indicate that adequate dh.gnostics can be acccmpl.1shed in the open 
sea, then tall.out problems, size ot necessar;r 4a11&er areas, inter­
ference vith tisbing and camnerce and number ot .uitab1e tiring dqs 
must be determined. A close look mist be taken at new international 
problems that these factors m&1' raise. '!he re8Ults ot such a study 
would probably be presented to the ~ssion tor a decision on the· 
tuture ot EPG. Shou1d it be decided to abandon tarther testing at 
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EPG, more than $1 m11 lion per month can be saved bJ' ea:rl7 discont:Smance 
ot its aapport. If, on the other band, Ye t1nd that the reasom which 
dictated going to EPG are still OYerwhela:lng, General Luedecke 1 a 
suggestions J111.-t ~e considered along with the opposite approach 8al8 
laborato17 personnel have suggested, that ot going to a civilian run 
operation s1•11ar to !ITS. ·' 
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