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Ca.tMENTS Rm.ARDIJIG THE USE OF ~I Ai'OLL AB A TEST SID(u) 

Bm:ABS 

Consideration bu been given to the ettect that the use ot'-~Ongt 
atoll as a test site m:r haft vp:m (l) .. the Japaneae tuna· t;~ -~ ·. 
(2) contamination o-r ocean •ten, aD1 ~3t t~ ~:if.•;.;~l:f:~~:..~·: .. 
(1) J'rca t.he Japanese tiahing~~ 1'W '*-~-~,- ~" 
to SeaPtesaber 1954 there ~ no fulliag in the area about Taonsi+.-~ ti• ..... 
(160 to J...70°E, 13° to l~) am. little fishing in the '81k1n1- r . .'j.' ~-
Eniwetok area. 'l!le greatest fishing intensity vu a tev degrees ;~;{' · 
north of the equator. J'ishing boats in transit to .. tbe ti~~- .: · ;.J ·,k!:'..". 
growns may occasionally pass near Taongi. ·'· ? ,: : :;·h ::·\ :- -~< _-:-"~:~{¥.-;_ _;;;~ 
(2) Fallout into the ocean fraa tests at Taongi ~ be .. e-xPecW-"",;~.rpf; 
to be into the same general part ot the Borth J:quator1al &78tea aa .,. ·~.!.--!(. 
fallout fran the Eniwetok Test Site. 'Jhe flow of the Borth Equatorial :'~t 
current at these latituies is westward, but it is possible that f'all.- :itT· . . ) 
out fran either test site may temporarily becane part of a local. eddJ' .:; _,;,. · 
system. 'lhe likelihood of tunas entering water c'ontam1nated b)" f'all.- .. :'"';"j~~­
out is no greater, a.Di probably less, tor Taongi than for the Enivetok·~-:~.~::1~::. 
Test Site, as Taongi, being north ot Bniwetok, ia :Carther removed .trca~.} · .. ·~··.'< 
the area in which tuna are moat abundant: . ,,,. , . ,, . :'i· .. ;;'f:,~!i.. .,. .c:;~ 

-;;..:o' : • .,. ,-~ -, ....... <· .r: ..... , .:.:.. ..... - .• 

(3 ) '!here is an enormous nuaber ot sea bird.a at '..Ongi vtilcfCt!ur'i .. 
Marsballese, in the past, considered to be a 'bird reserve •. \(11kaJ: ·: .:.,-,. 
Atoll and Jemo Islan1, 150 and ~5 llilea to the south, respecti~·=:~ 
were also bird reserves. J'rca the literature it is known that eoot· · :: 
terns, wedge-tailed shearwaters, and trigate birds are present ~ .•. ". 
great numbers, but it is not known it this atoll is used as the : · )~.,;.: t;. j_ 

exclusive rookery tor ~ one species. If the amount ot guano is ·""~'"'~\~~·:;' ·~:. 
an indication, tbe evidence voul.cl 1ndicate that this atoll· is not -_;:~{ . · ·:,: . ·. 
an important rookery, as Fosberg write• " •••• gpa.no was so scarce 1-t~.­
was ditticult to get a proper sawJ.e tor analysis. ~~~1;'itle -~~z..inat~"'· 
about the birds present throughout the year probabJ.Y 1• n<?t &'Ya~~·< · 
able in the literature because, other than the annual Yirli~ )t··~. 
Marsballese and the occupatioa by the Japanese during Jiorld. ~~-.lEi · 
only on a tev occasions and ror abort :periods haft ,visitors.~\:·~=-~~ 
foot on the atoll. Parties b)" Cameron in 1893, Immer in J.89E)6 . &nil >.l¥. · > . 

....... -~1osberg in 1952 are the only known white people to have been· on . ~,<t~~~rr. 
ongi (Pokak Atoll). . .~<i<.?·i ,;;~L . Thi~ ma~r4iJ conta!ltS. i~o 
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Conclusion: '1he use ot '1'aoag1 u a te•t site vould probe.bl.7 b&ve 
no greater ettect upon the JapuMt•• tuna :neet or contamination o'L 
the ocean than the use ot Enivetok-B1k1n1. A great man.y birds would 
be killed at 'l'aong1 but there is not su:tt1c1ent intonation in the 
literature to dete:mine it this 'M7 mean the extinction o-r a speciN• • 
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