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Office Memorandum . UNITED sTATEs GOVERNMENT 

TO Brig. General Alf'red D. starbird, USA DATB: APR24 1957 
lit~li~~n, AEC Washington 

PROM J. E. Reeves, Director, Test Division, ALO 

SUBJECT: DIAGNOSTIC ~UIRE)!ENTS - TAOOOI 

SYMBOL: ETE!J.BS-4212 

aic'losed are duplicate copies ot transmittal letter and aemorand1• 
betareen UCRL representatives Walter D. Gibbons and G. v. Johnson. 
The memorandum states UCRL requirements tor a diagnostic ship in. 
the event Taong1 is approved as a shot atoll. It turtber outl.i:aea 
tlt.elr operational concept, and justifies to a large extent obtain-

. ing the USS CUrtiss in lieu o~ o~ cratt considere~ ;"\c' ~:·'.·;,..,-.t'···"·:<.:~,-

1bill office supports the request~ f~r the USS ~~~~~~;· ~~··-';~~~(~.!·· .-.. : 
basis of information contained in the memorandum and knov1edge 
gained through discussions with personnel who will equip and man 
the ship for diagnostic purposes. Accordingly, it is recomnended 
tha:t you commence negotiations to place the USS eurtiss on an 
optional. or available if required basis, pending a decision on 
Taong:t. Information here is that the Curtiss is scheduled to 
inaeti ve status July 1, 1957. 

Pllrsuant to terms and conditions outlined in Agreement OPNAV 40oo.lOA, 
dated September 8, l953, negotiations should provide for the following: 

1. 

2. 

'l'hat AEC obtain the ship on an indefinite loan basis, subject to '.. _ . 
recall only in the event ot a declaration ot a national emer~~;.~~;t~-: 

That the ship be operated by a MSTS crew under a contract v.1 th ·. · ~</ ' :· · 
AEC or Holmes & Narver. A contract provision will permit tbe . ':.i.'. ;;;.-:~~yr:_ 
contracting officer to reject non-cooperative or otherwise un- :· · " ·,,~+ 
desirable employees. 'lhe controlling officer will reserve the · · · 
right to supplement a MSTS crev or to relieve any portion ot 
the crew in favor of more qualified or desirable 
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Brig General Starbird -2-

3. AEC should lte granted unrestricted authority to modify the 
vessel, ~muafar u aelii:fieaeion does nob !mpmr 'ttfte Yeeeei 
i=,rgm a a'taai~ei!ft ef -eale.,. llllll ~M'Qli• .:>die re.5,P~s1J,1/n1y ~,. ~ 
I'> opera.""-M? er ~ e yW.:JSe/ 1t11 V ,._Sr WI~ "9eC. 

4. AFC should :aot be held responsibJ.e to restore the vessel to 
its original condition less normal wear and tear upon com­
pletion of the loan period. 

Major modificst1.ons to vessel will be made at commercial. ship 
yards under a~ontract with Holmes & Harver. 

Design and engineering work in connection with ship modifications 
will be done l:7J" Holmes & Narver. Minor repairs and modifications 
will be made qy Holmes & Narver, generally at EPG. 

Ehclosure: 
Trans 1 tr fm UCRL dtd 
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