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UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON
LABORATORY OF RADIATION BIOLOGY
FISHERIES CENTER
SEATTLE 5, WASHINGTON

400787
June 4, 1963 0%6% &~

Dr. John N. Wolfe, Chief /50
Environmental Sciences Branch

Division of Biology and Medicine

U, S. Atomic Energy Commission

Washington 25, D.C.

Dear John:

Enclosed is the tentative schedule for the coming
Rongelap trip. The dates given are based around the
time the ship will be available.

Assuming thatair support from Kwajalein will be as
requested, I suggest that a short visit could be accom-
plished by meeting the UF-2 flight from Kwajalein to
Rongelap of August 25 and leaving Rongelap with the group
at Kabelle Islet on August 28,

This schedule would permit a brief visit of Rongelap
Islet, including the main village, an overall view of the
lagoon from the air and from shipboard, observation of
shipboard activities, and a good look at Kabelle Islet.

A more interesting and informative visit would include
visiting Gejen, Naen, and Lomuilal Islets (see enclosed
map) . This would require either a longer visit or a re-
quest for additional air support from Kwajalein.

We keep hoping that you might change your mind and
come to Rongelap in person, but we certainly will welcome
whomever you send.

On the chance that you might be subject to temptation,
the accompanying photos have been sent.

Best regards,

Edward E. Held

Associate Research Professor
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ROBNGELAF KIGENVIRGIENTAL RESURVEY
August 1963

General Description and Backgrownd

T™he Mgust 1963 Mesnvirsummntal resurvey ¢f Reagelap
Mell 43 3 ssatinuvation ¢f surveys imitiated in 1958 ¢
moaiter surrent anounts of radienuslides én foods and %o
evaluats the ayeling or redistridution of radiomuslides
at

Rengelap is migualy suitable fer the latter studiss siace
it vas ssntaminated enly ence with radisactive falleut ¢o a
sigaificant degree. ¥The initial eentamination scomrxed in
Hazrch 1954 follewing the datonatien of a thermsamcliear deviees
st Bikini Atell, 80 miles to the vest. The levels of radiatien
were sufficiently high to necessitats evacuatisa of the resi-
dents, They were met returned wntil June 13957.

Present levels of radiation at the southara islets of

Radionuclide osntent of food items is within permissibie
levals with the axceaption of the coconut exab, Airuus Jatzo.
wvhich eoncemtrates stroatim~30. Other significant radio-
nuclides in the foods at this time are cesium~l37 and xine-6S,

The soils still eontaia all of the relatively long-lived



Ganeral Statsmemat ~ 2

providiag an snaite laberatory fer ths preparatioan of samples-
for chemieal and radiemetric smalyses in the hame laderatery.

the pyrepesed sshedule, outlined in the asscapanying

tahle .and i Figure 1. is an attempt te provids esssential
labozatery time for the sherye parties while preoviding as mueh
tine as possidle fer the mariss, and mewe partisularly, fer
the plaskten sampling pregran,. Thae latter vill be done on
a 34-heur sehedule. Nest of the saaple yoeparation will be
done ia the evening. It wvill e esaemtial o0 hesp the &xying
oveas iz eperatien on a 24~heur dasis.

The shere party will arrive at Meagelap »y air akout eme
wesk prioxr to the ahip's arrival. Thsy will depend en the
local sailboat fer transportation to and from Eniastex and
Weobiji Islets. Gbmervations will De mads of pryevicusly
sstablished plots and tress, seme ¢f Which have Deen fertil-
ised wvith both macro~ and trace-slemsnts. Feliage and seils
from some ¢f thase plots will also be cellectad. Feod itams
will be ecollected from previeualy marked areas when possible.
Special sttention will be given to collectiang soil eores and
wood samphes which pilot studies have shown to be pramising
for datermining the distributieon of the radionuclides by a
combination of autoradiegraphic, radiochemigal and gamma ray -
spoctronetric analyses. Upon arrival of the ship there will
be a backleg of samples to be procassed. These will be oven .
dried, packed in chests, or stored in the reefers as soon as
possible after arrival ef the ship.
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Gensaral Statament - 4

has besn ehosen for shers cullections since it is ecomparable
with Rongslap I. as to levels of radicactivity, seil types

associated vith coral heads. On this Gaxy, Bunday, it is v
that ths ship’s persennsl take ths epportunity to visit longelap
Village. 1In the imterests of "public relations,® those wio have
tine might shallange the Rongelapese to a softball game. Taey
are excellent ball players and always enjoy a good game, but
they are ahronically short of egquipment.

|

Thiszs day will be the last for eollection of samples other
than plankton. The following day the ship will procsed to
XKabelle I. hauling a midwatsr trzwl enrcute through the swept
ehannel in the lageon. After dropping the shore party at
Kabelle Islet, the ship will leave the lagoon through the
Northeast Pass and spend the remainder of that day and night
porping and midwater trawling east, south and west of the
atsoll.

Saxly the follewing mezning the ship will depart fer
Enivotok. In the msantimes, the shore party at Kabelle will
oconplete ebsexvations and measurements and will be picked
wp by aireraft te ‘vejoin the ship at Eniwetsk. There the
samples will be padied for shiyment to the hems ladbozratexy
in Seattle.



TENTATIVE SCHEDULE FOR RONGELAP BIOLOGICAL RESURVEY

August - September,

1963

Advance

Date Date Day Shore Party Ship Party Ship Party Ship Movements Day
>f 180°|w of 180° | No. (6 men) (2 men) (4 men) No,
N S S S S O ST AN S B B Sl e e | 0 5 A B B B
S UN ) ! Lv Seattle P.M. Lv Seattle P. M,
Aug " &Arr Hono P.M. Arr Hono P.M,
MON Hono Hono
Aug Booking Booking
TUE ' Lv Hono Lv Hono
-Aug (Prob, P.M.) (Prob, P.M.)
WED THU Arr Kwaj Arr Eniwetok
Aug 8 Aug (Prob., A.M.) (Prob. A.M.)
THU FRI 1 | Kwaj-Rongelap I. Eniwetok
Aug 9 Aug via UF-2. Prepare to

outfit ship.
FRI SAT 2 Rongelap I. Eniwetok Lv Secattle P.M.
Aug 10 Aug Arr Hono P.M,
SAT SUN 3 | Rongelap I. Eniwetok Hono ’
0 Aug 11 Aug Henry I. time Booking

permitting.
SUN MON 4 Rongelap I, Eniwetok Lv Hono
~Aug 12 Aug (Prob, P.M.)
MON TUE 5 To Weobiji I. and Eniwetok Arr Eniwetok
2 Aug 13 Aug Eniaetok I. via (Prob. A.M.)

sajilboat.
TUE . WED 6 Eniaetok I. Eniwetok
3 Aug 14 Aug Board ship P.M.
WED THU 7 Return to Enroute Eniwetok-Rongelap part Eniwetok for 1
4 RAug 15 Aug ‘ Rongelap I. A.M. Rongelap A~ 0800,
SOLLEGT




TENTATIVE SCHEDULE (Continued) 2
Advance
Date Date Day Shore Party Ship Party Ship Party Ship Movements Day
of 180°| W of 180°| No. (6 men) (2 men) (4 men) No.
Ik 55 SNV 0 O S O 2 S 05 I L L = = == =
THUO 1 FRI 8 Rongelap I, Obtain surface plankton Arr Rongelap I. 2
15 Aug 16 Aug Load and prepare samples on last hour's ~~ 1400.
samples aboard. approach to Rongelap I. Anchor off village.
and inside pass.
FRI SAT 9 |[Mellu I. Plankton pumping in pass. Proceed to N.E. Pass. 3
16 Aug 17 Aug Sleep aboard. Trolling in pass. Anchor in pass.
BAT SUN 10 Kabelle I. Plankton pumping and mid- A .M. Proceed to 4
17 Aug 18 Aug Sleep ashore. water trawl hauls, Kabelle I, Drop off '
shore party. Go out
through N.E. Pass
for night plankton
hauls.
SUN MON 11 ([Xabelle I. 24 hour plankton station. A.M, Enter N.E. Pass 5
18 Aug 19 Aug Board ship 1700. Return to Kabelle I.
Prepare samples Anchor.
aboard, Sleep
aboard.
MON TUB 12 Kabelle I. Plankton hauls from skiff Remain at Kabelle I. 6
L9 Aug 20 Aug Go ashore 0700, in interisland channel,
Board ship 1700. - Fish collection.
5 Sleep aboard.,
TUE WED 13 Lomuilal I.-Gejen I. 24 hour plankton station. A.M, to Lomuilal I. 7
20 Aug 21 Aug Sleep aboard. Anchor off Lomuilal.
WED THU 14 Naen I. 24 hour plankton station, A/M., to Naen I. 8
21: Aug "22 Aug Sleep aboard Anchor off Naen.




TENTATIVE SCHEDULE (Continued) 3
Advance
Date Date Day Shore Party Ship Party Ship Party Ship Movements Day
. of 180°|w of 180° [No. (6 men) (2 men) (4 men) No.
3 T 3= 3 4 4 ’ﬂ“:ﬂ’m { — 1471 4 = = = = 4=+ 1 -1-1-4 33 ¢ .1-/-7.39 -]
THO PRI 15 Burok I. Plankton pumping Naen I. A.M. to Burok I. 9
22 Aug 23 Aug Sleep ashore. to Burok I. and at Drop shore party.
anchor Return to West Pass.
Anchor as close to _
pass as possible. !
FRI SAT 16 Open Open A.M, to Burok I. 10
23 Aug 24 AUG Sleep aboard. Pick up shore party.
' Proceed to Rongelap
I. (May have to wait
until afternoon for
proper light).
SAT SUN 17 Jabwan I Open Remain at Rongelap. 11
24 Aug 25 Aug (sailboat Lv (Softball game,
for Kabelle I.) Rongelapese vs,
crew and scien-
tific party).
SUN MON 18 Midwater trawl hauls, A.M. Proceed to 12
25 Aug 26 Aug Rongelap I. and plankton pumping. Kabelle I, Mid-
~ Kabelle I, water trawl haul
UF-2 pick-up 2 men enroute. Drop
g and samples at shore party. Go
Rongelap I. Fly out through N.E.
to Kwajalein. Pass. Plankton
hauls east, south
R and west of Atoll.
MON TUE 119 [Kabelle I. Enroute Eniwetok. ~~ 0600 Proceed to 13
26 Aug 27 Aug Eniwetok.
TUE WED |20 |Kabelle I. Eniwetok Arr Eniwetok 14
27 Aug 28 Aug Island 13 Off load.

SIORE !



TENTATIVE SCHEDULE . (Continued)

T i
Advance
Date Date Day Shore Party Ship Party Ship Party Ship Movements Day
} of 1807|w of 180° | No. (6 men) (2 men) ( 4 men) No.
£ = =3 A R 13 2 1 =R 3 =
WED THU 21 Pick up at Kabelle Sample preparation.
28 Aug 29 Aug I. by UF-2.Proceed Packing.
to Eniwetok.
THU FRI Packing.
29 Aug 30 Aug
FRI SAT Lv Bniwetok
20 Aug 31 Aug
SAT Arr Hono
31 Aug
SUN Lv Hono
1 Sept
MON Arr Seattle
2 Sept
-
(] SRR
~



ALEX O FERRQNEEL

Esacialty
Bz, Kslshaw (WMI) Bomham* Invertebzate Bealegy
B, Rohazd ¥. Billinge Seils
Br, Lanven R, Donaldeoen® Pisheriss
br. Thomas 8. English* Ocsanoyzeaghy
Sc. Staaley P, Gessal Seils
Dr, Bdvesd B. Neld® Invertsbrate Sosiegy
Mr, Conrad V.%. Muhakan® Bislegisal Gosamegraghy
nr, James 2. Nishitani Botany
B, Ralph F. Palumdo Algolegy
bx. Xichard B. Walker Yiant Mysiology
To be filled Eatowology
To be tilleaw Productivity

Trust Terxitosy Repressntative*

Indicates ship passemgers fyom Bnivetek teo Rengelap.



ALR _SUPROET REQURSTED
{(Approximate Datas)

l. Tramsportation between Seattle and Homolulu will be by
sommercial carrier amd will be provided by the Wniversity

of Washingtem.
2. NS
6 Mg, BNonolulu-Ewajaletn 6 men §$00 1lbs. equirment
and supplies
Bonolulu=-Eniwetok 2am 600 1bs. equipment
ané swplies
11 Aug. Honolulu-Eniwetok 4 men 300 1lbs. equipment
and supplies

26 Aug. Rajalein~Honmolulu 2 men 200 lbs. szmples

30 Aug. Eiwetok-Heneolulu 10 men 800 lbs. samples

8 Aug. FRwajalein-~Rongelap 1., Rongelap Atoll
6 men 600 lbs.equipment and supplies

25 Aug. Jongelap I., Rongelap Atoll-~Rwajalein
2 man 200 1lbs. samples

48 Aug. Kabelle I., Boagslap Atoll-Eaniwetok
6 men JOC lbs. equipment and samples



