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Apr:.l 22, 1760 

:ear :.rr. Gates: 

In Actin[ ::1lairman Floberg's Au1tlst 29, 1759 letter to Secretary 
:1cElroy and in your October 2?, 19.59 letter to me the AEC and DoD 
established a!?reement that the Eniwetolc Proving Ground (EFG) activity 
could be reduced in scope to a 12-month readiness status. That, of 
course, has since been accormlished. 

Eecause the likelihood of resuming surface nuclear testin,c- at EPG 
in the future is so small, Cnief, ~SA, Commander, JTF-7 and the 
Ji.rector of :1li tar:r Application, ;.:::c, last month appointed a Joint 
Study GrouD to real'.)praise requirements .:or EFG, and readiness status 
and functions of JJ:'?-7. The report of that Joint Study Group, short 
title R::::ro, prepared. on :farch 31, 1960, concluded, in part, that the 
.;:::?G should be placed in a ca!'etaker status. I concur in that 
conclusion and Kould like to imulement it as soon as practicable in 
order to further reduce ALC costs at E:?:. 

In the cominr months ·.-e r:ia:' find that the AEC programmatic need 
for the E?·~ will disapp,,ar co~letely. If the Department of 
refense has requirements for retaining Eniwetok and Bi~in.2. Atolls, 
it would be economically advantageous to arrange a non-reimbursable 
interdepartmental transfer of the plant facilities and the equipment 
out there before the AEC puts the Proving Ground in caretaker 
status. Otherwise, •men the equipment and supplies now stored at 
"S'.PG are declared excess, -;;robabl~r several million dollo.rs worth 
will be disposed of -- equipment which might handily fulfill possible 
DoD requirements in the EFG. 

Therefore, I would appreci.s.te knowing by ~1ay 15 of your interest in 
acquiring the EFG for oossible DoD use. Additionally ii the DoD 
has no requirement for the EPG, your concurrence is requested in 
removing a specified degree of readiness for test resumption there, 
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so tl"lat '.:.he Cc::nis.:::i::;n can segin im.'1.eCi:s.tcl:· to dis'2osc o:' ke 
equ ~p::ient no,- s·,:,orE:ci in :..~ l 2.nci r:lar:e tte ''lant fac::_li tie-s in 
caret.-e:L,:t;r s~-::.11s :Jct=.l cc:n':'lEte ~ .. zith.:!ra~·Jc.~ :_s i.:i.ciicate:'. 

Honora~le :ho~as 5. Ga~es 
Secretary of 0efense 

Sincerel.~- ·.·curs, 

:-IcCone 


