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GROUND OPERATIORS . .
REF Mero for Record of 28 Jamusry 195%, same = N
subject, bty Col., William Covart. Loder
| ——

The reference memo states 4in paragraph 2 that ®it would
then sppeer that we have unnecessarily expended s large effort
in patroling the entire danger arez", Although I agree with
the oonclusion of this raph that "security force should
be based on the stz-mxm“sm to prevent interference with
the Operation®, I am not in t with the first quotation N
as a reason for a shange in osophy.

During Sandstons, Greenhouse and Ivy, 1t wvas highly fia-
portant to deny information to enemy mations as to the yield
of devices being tested, In partiocular, had the Mike shot
been less suscessful, it might have been most important to
denry that information to an enemy. 1 agree completely that
estinates of yield have become less sensitive with time. 7The
Blic shots at Nevada have made it reasonadly obvicus that
United 8tates ¢an design deviees in the yield range froa
serc to 100 kilotons, In sddition, the President has disclosed
that we have & family of fission weapons ef various sizes with
yields to 25 times that of ons of the Japan drops and fusion
wveapons the range of megatons, Onee one admits fission
weapons ©f the order of 500 kilotons and fusion weapons of the
erder of several megatons, sonscalment ¢f approximate ylelds
of nev devices in this range decomes much less fwmportant, It
i would still be undesirable to release an exact yleld of 2
: stockpile weapon, But segurity forces are not eapadle .f"’.\\
< vcntgz the 10ss of such informstion, because sush informstiam
ean bs odtained by direct observation slone, Heneey” )
I am mot willing to admit that we have wasted effort ia the pis
I believe we should resxsming the effort in viev ef the present
situation. . ~, LEB 19 130
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