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SUBJECT: BIKINI SURVEY

My oonversatien with Commander Revells last Thursday led te

an agreemsnt with him that it would be necessary te do some radiochemical
work at Bikini 1n order te make the sampling process satisfactery. It

did not, hovever, lead te a firm cenvictien that the everall progran wvas

Justifiable from the point of viev ¢f Commission support. The jJustifice
tion for the operatien was not completely clear and the statement that
the Navy and MLC approved the operatien 414 net te my mind clarify it., &3

The main argument was based on obtaining data which could be extrapelated  T7us
to other harbors. I am very doubtful wvhether this can be done, mo matter
how such dstailed information becomes availadle en Bikini., Although I sm
quite willing to admit that it would e very nice to have detailed informa~- -
tien, I have the uneasy fesling that a considerable amount ef work may de
expended in this task without very concrete results in roprd. to future e
tactical use, . ge . o -

I would further poiant eut that it is not at all clear and I
have Seen no detailed information oconceraming the program as to hov the
results are to be odtained, whose responsibility it is, the number of
man-hours required, the length of time the investigation is to be carried . =
on after the survey at Bikini proper, and hov the coordination bdetween o
bdlologists, oceanographers, physicists, and radiochemists is to be achieved ..
after the expedition for the purpose ef ocontimuing analysis ef samples and -
coordinatien ef results. I have the feeling that the task could decome
very involved, that the responsibility of the Commission would bde almest
unending, and that it could well interfere in a sericus manner with the
other ebjsctives of the Commissien,

)

It would be my recommendation that the Oomiuion suppert the = =~
project 1n principle, dut that it exsrt no presgure on its contractors te X
supply personnel to carry eut the eperatiens. This is partiocularly true

with respect te radlochemists,
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