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Jul.7 29, 1957 

I thought you would be interested 1n the reBUrVey made of Rongelap 
Island at our request prior to the return of the Rongelapeae. The 
attached memorandum and maps summarize these data. You 'Will note 
the average gamma dose rate was about 0.03 rrrr/hr (0.26 r per year) 
at the time of the mea.eurelllSnt on June 25, 1957. This substantiates 
our prediction lllide to the Commission last winter that •It is dif'ti­
cult t'o extrapolate precisely far into the tuture,_~but,.,the data 
suggests that the gamma doses on Rongelap Island ~greatly 
exceed (if at all) 0.5 roentgens for the first )"ear ot reocaupaney 
- - -". 
Enclosures: (6) 
1. Memo to Gordon M. Dunning fr Ernest Vynkoop 

dtd 6/27/57 subj Gamma Radiological St.u-vey of 
Rongelap and Aneaetok Islands 

2. ; Maps 

cc: Dr. Western 
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RADIATION LEVELS OJ AONGELAP ISLAND 
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.tugut ,, 1957 

b our Bta.tt"Paper ilC 125/30, dated Februar;r 6, 1957 concernillg 
tbe ntunl of the Rongelapeae to their home island, w predicted 
•- - - It is difficult to extrapolate preaisel.J' far into the tuture, 
but the data suggest that the ga1111. doeee on Rlmgelap Iel&Dd would 
aot p-eatly exceed (if at all) o.s roentgens tor the tirat 7eu ot 
reoccup&n07, vith lesser doaea in subsequent yea.rs. - - -• 

On June 25, 19S7, jwst prior to the actual retUl'Jl or the Boagelapeee, 
a radiological survey V&B made ot the ga1111a ·leTela on Boagelap Island. 
Theee data ware attached in the tors ot a Jll8morandum vith &OCompe.111'­
ing u.ps troll Mr. lrnast w,Ho~p to Dr. Gordon M. Dman1ng. Iou v1ll 
note tha.t the averace gamma dose rate on the Island on June 25, 1957 
was about 0.03 mflHroeJltgens per hour (0.26 roentgens per year). 

You may- wish to tr&ll8mit this inf'ormation to Dr. Libby, since he 
has manitested keen interest b these matters. 

Enclosureat (7) 
1. Memo to Gordon H. Jhmnhag, DBM tr Ernest "1Jt:koop, 

Chf'. hivetok Br., Teat DJ.T., EPG, dtd. 6/'Z'l/57 
subjs Gamma Radiological Survey or Rongel&p a.nd 

Aneaetok Islands 
2 thru 7 Maps 
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