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August 13, 1957

¥r, Maynard Eeas

District Administrator

TRUSY Territories of the Pacific
Majure, Marshsll Ialands

Dear ¥r, Neas:

This is in reply to a telegram frow HICOMYERPACIS iugust 6, 1957 con-
cerning the food supply of the Rongelapese,

Sinoe Merch ef 1954 there have been ssveral radislogical resurveys of ——
the Nershsll Islands. Included in thege have beer collection and :
anslyses of plant, animal and fish life, These daté sre summarized

in a report Radicactive Coptamipation of Cexrtaln Areas ln the Pacific

Ocean from Nuclear Tests, which shonld be completed by the Government
Printing Office the middle of this month, ¥We will be happy to send

you a copy as soon as thsy are available, ‘

In this report ysu will nste our conclusion that there need be no

congumption
of these animals, it is highly unlikely that the total strontim90
intake in the diet by this route would be significant,

The latest biological resurvey of Fongelap Island was made in July of
this year and as soon as the analyses of these samples are completed,

we will be pleased to tranmmit them to yeun, There is no reason to

bslieve at this time that the levels of contamination will be signifi-

santly different from those predicted based en the last survey, In

this connection, you wvill be interested to know that the achmﬂ.catcrnjyfg %%;
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gamma radistion levels measured on Rongelap at the time of return of
the inhabitants substantiated our prediction that these levels would

be within aceeptable limita,

We wil) be happy to previde you with any further information at axy

tine,

ees " HICOMPERPACIS, Guam
DMA
IA
Dr. Shilling
Dr. Western
Dr. Wolf

Sincerely yours,

Co L, Dunham, M, D., Director
Division of Bislegy and Medleine
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