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“ear Admiral H. Lamont Pugh
Surgean General

Ravy Departnent

k’”hlm:m. D Go

Dear idmiral Pughs

The {irst detonation of tiwe recent series of tests in the iarshall
Islads arca produced an emergency situation due to the exposurs to
radioactive fallout of a consicderable number of Marshall Islarcds
residents and porsommel of ¢he Tasi Forcee. Dus to te prompt response
of ths Faval Comsand at Kwajalein and the medical personncl of the
Naval Medical Research Insti uts and the laval Radiological Defense
Laboratary, it wvas possible for the Joint Task Force to deal promptly
and affectively with the prohlexs presented.

The eontimuing situation is that the Hizh Comxissioner for the Trust
Texritories 4s responsible for and has the suthority to take whatever
stcps are necessary to obtain adequate ascientific studies end medical
care for the Trust Territories pe~mle within his chargee In accordance
with those considerations and in an understanding concerning the manner
in which the various azencies shall act, the ALC is responsible for ths
contimuaiion of the radical s:rveillance of the exposeld !arshall
Islands residents. The NHavy has agreed to give such loristic suprest
as mey be rogquired fro= tinme to tine in thc execution of this projecte.
Both agencies will eperate throurh the adrinistrative structurs of the
Heh Commissioner farthe Irust larritories. '

It w>1ld zecm mozt desiralle to rs that the contimuing studics bLe kept
as far as possihble in the hands of those who so0 expertly have conducted
the orisinal irvestis: tone Tiis will require periodical visits Yy
s=all groups of radiclorists and technicians to the populution groupe
concerncd, For the first ysar these visits will probably nesed to be
made approximately at quarterly intervals. Thereafter they maxy be made
vith less frequency as develop: cnts show to bs prudent. I understand
informally that this concept is agresable to thoss concerned, and that
both Cantain We &, Tellum, and Captain we Le Turney, Cormanding 21ficer,
Haval Radiolorical Defense Latoratory, are of the opinisn that small
parties under the cammand of appropriate personncl at NTL and MMAI
might alternate for the present at least in making these expecitionse
This would serve, I trust, to minimize the disruption of scientifis . .
procrams at the two institutionse g Cuuo

b011008S

arQ 16—88741-

......................................

&y



0111008

Adniral H. Lazont Pugh -2 - Juns 15, 195}

As I now visualize ths objectives of these eonunniu tnnuﬂ.;ationa,
they will fall under the following headings:

1. Complete physical examination and interval h_utarn

2. Hematolopical studies including quantitative examinations such as
hematocrit, white blood cell count, differential count, platelet,
emimeration and bons marrow studiesg

3. Special dermatolozical investigation employing both color and
black and white photography as well as skin biopsies 1f the latter
are indicated;

Lo Ophthalmological stucdies wdth special reference to the lenss

Se Stpecial growth studies of children including attention to the
» development of dentitionj

6s The progress of pregnancies and the status of new-barn infants)

7. Suantitative studies of internally deposited redioisctopes by
means of urinary excretion measurement, extemal radiolorical
neasurement and localiszation together with such radiography as
may be usefuls ,

e Environmental surveys of the affected i{slands and atolls, and
appropriate examination of anirals left on the contaminated
islands,

While detailed environmental studies will de in progress under the
direction of this Division, {t is very desirable that menbers of the
medical party be kept closely in touch with environmental investigations
and that thoy be free to collect such specimons as they deem desirable.
Katurally, the rosults of all other surveys and ecological studies will
bs made available to this group as well,

The financial responsibility for these studiss and investigations is
ass.umed by the Division of ilology and Medicine, AEC, and the details
of the tranafer of funds and accounts can be developed by our respece
tive budget officers along the usual pattern.

The Roncelap inhabitants are now in temporary quarters on cne of the
small fslands of the Majuro Atoll where they vill be for the better
part of a year, Studies may anticipate extensive support and coorerae
tion from the Trust Territories hospital on Majuroj howevar the special
studies in general recquire equipmont not commonly availabls to smaller
hospital urits., It is probable that nearly all of ths equipment will
have to ve sudnlied as a part of the project,
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Admiral Ho Lazort Pugh
I hope that eircumstances will pervdt the contiming participation

by msmbers of your Comand in this vary important and funmdamental
medical program,

Sincerely yours,

Jom Co mgl'nr. KeDe
Director

Division of idalogy and Kedieine

3= June 15, 1954
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