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PETITION FRCM THE MARSHALLESE PEOPLE
CONCERNING THE PACIFIC ISLANDS

(Circulated in accordance with rule 85 and sup lementary rule F of the
rules of procedure for the Trusteeship Council ‘

April 20th, 1954

Tos The United Nations
Frcm: The Marshallese people

Subject: Ccmplaint regarding the explosion of lethal weapons
| within our hcme islands

The following should not be ﬁiscqnstéued as a répudié;ion of the
United States as our governing agency for the United Naticns under the
trusteeship agreement, for aside from the complaint registered in this
petition we have found the American administration by far fhe most agreeable
cne in our memory. But in view of the increasing danger from the experiments
with deadly explcsives thousands of times more powerful than anything
previcusly kmown to men, the leﬁhal‘effects of wpich have already touched
the inhabitants of two of the atolls in the Marshalls, namely, Rongelab
and Uterik, who are now suffering in various degrees fram "lowering of
blood count,” burns, nausea and the falling off of hair from the head, and
vhose complete recovery no one can promise with any certainty, we, the
Marshallese people feel that we must follow the dictates of our consclences
tc bring forth this urgent plea to the United Nations, which has pléﬁged
"itself to safeguard the life, liberty and the general well being of the
people of the Trust Territory, of which the Marshallese people are a part.
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. The Marshallese people are not only fearful of the danger to their

‘persons from theee deadly weapons in case of another miscalculatian y but
'7they are alsoc very concernsd for the increasing nulrber of people who are .

being removed from their J.and _ .

Land mezns a great deal to the Mareha_.:ese. Tt means more than Just
8 place where you can plant your: food . crops e.nd. build. your houses, or ‘a ‘
place where you.can dbury your dead, It is the very life of the people. N
Teke away their land and their spirits go also.

The Marshall Islands are all low coral atolls with le.nd. area vhere
food plants ¢en be cultivated quite limited, even for today'a population
of sbout eleven-thousand pscple. But the popula’cion ie growiné re.pidly,
the time when this number will be d.oubled ia not far off. o

The Japanese had taken away the best portions of the following

atolls; Jaluilt, Kwajalein, Encwetak, Mille, Maloelap and Wotje to be

‘fortified as part of thelr preparation for the last warl,‘Worlgl Wer 1I.

So far » only Imed] Island 'on Jaluit Atoll has been returned to its fomer.
owners. L _
’_ ~ For eecurity reasons, Kwa,jalein Island is.being lcept for the mili‘:.ary
use. Bllkini and Eniwetak ‘were taken away for Atomlc bomb tests and thelr
inhabitants were moved to. Kili Island and Ujelang Atoll respectively. )
Because Rongelab and Uterik are now radio-active, their inhebitants are .
being kept on Kwa,jalein for an 1ndeterminate length of time. "Where next?"
is the big guestion which looms large in all of our minds. |

Therefore, we the merbers of tha Marshallese Congrees Hold.-Over Committee,
writ,ers of this petition, who ars empowered by the Marshallese Congress, to
act in its name when it i1s not ir session and which 18 in turn a'group of
members representing all the mmicipalities in the Marshalls, due to the
increasing threat to "oor_life » liberty, hapriness and possessian of land, do
hereby sutmit this petition to the Uaited Naticns with the hope that it will
act on our urgent plea. Thus, we req,uest that 3

1. All the experiments with lethal veapons within thie ares be

immediately ceased. .

2. If the experiments with said weapons should be Judged‘ absolutely

necessary for the eventual well being of all the pecple of this world
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MEMBERS OF THE MARSHALLESE CONGRESS

HOLD-OVER COMMITTEE

_ " Home atoll -
1. Kabua Kabua Ailinglapalap -
Kabua Kabua e
2. - Atlen Anien Namu
Atlan Anien - :
3. Dwight Heine Ebon
Dwight Heine :
4. Robert Reimers Jaluit
Robert Reimers .
5. C. Dominick - - - Likiep

Carl Dominick

6. Namu Ermius

.Anr, Maloelap, Wotje

Namu Ermius .-

Aiiuk and Uterik

QOccupation
District Judge, Marshall Is.

Teacher

Superintendent of Schools,
Marshell Is.

Businessman

Businessrean ’ co s

Senior Clerk, Marshall
Adminigtration

Medical Practitioner

By Josb, Cousin (matermsl parrallel)

7. Henry Samuel " Majuro
Henry Samuel
8. Jiblok
Jiblok N
o By Dorothy;K. Sister
9. Aisaiz David Majurb

Aisaia David

By Dorothy K. Mother

10. Amata Kabua Majuro

Amata Kabua
11. Lazarus Simon Ma juro
Lazarus Simon

Businessman

Magistrate, Majuro Atoll

- Teacher

Scribe, Majuro Atoll

and 100 other interested Marshallese Citizens
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and cannot be stopped or changed to0 other areas due to'the
unavailability of other locations, we then aubmit the follcwing . e
suggestions: : -
(a) ALl possitle precautionary msssures be taken vefore
such weapons are exploded. All human beings and their
valuable possessicns bg transported to safe distances
first, before such explosions occur. -
(b) All the people living in this area be instructed in
safety meacures. The people of Rongeladb would have avoided
much danger 1f they had kncwn not to drink the waters on their
home 1sland after the rzdio-active dusts had settled on them,
(c) Adequate funds be set aside to>pay for the possessions
of the pecple in case they will ha%eyto be moved frcm their
hcmes. This will include lands, houses and whatever
possessicns they cannot take with them, so that the'
unsatisfactory arrangements for the Bikinians and Eniwetak
people shall not be repeated
(d) Courses be “taught to Marshallese Medical Practiticners
ard Health-Aides vhich will be useful in the detecting of and
theicircumwenting of preventable dangers.

We would be very pleassd to sutmit more information or explein further
any points we have raised that may need clarifications. '

The Marshallese pecple who signed this petition are on the following
sheets, divided in the following mamner: The first group are membere of
the Marshallese Congress Hold-Over Coumittee. The secand group are scme of
the many interested Marshallese c¢itizens. The name of each person appears
cn the left hand side and his or her hcme atcll and cccupation on the
right hend side opposite the signature.

If more aignatures'ere needed we will promptly supply them. The only
reascon we are not supplying more now is because to do sc would -mean a delay
of scme three months, the time necessary to make ccmplete circult of our
far-flung a%tolls and islands by ship.
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