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UNITED NA Tl'"ON S (~' ~~ 
LI. (H) :I 0 ~::i 

· Diatr. TRUSTEESHIP GENERAL 

-:OUNCIL· T /PF!r .10 /28 
6 May 1954 

. ·.. ·I . 

PETITION FRCM THE 1-1'.ABSIJALi.EsE PEOPLE 
CONCERNING THE PACIFIC ISLANDS 

ORIGlNAL; 

(Circulated in accordance with rule 85 and sup~lemontary rule F of the 
rules of procedure for the Trusteeship Council) · . 

To: 

]'rem: 

The tllited Nations 

The Marshallese people 

April OOth, 1954 

Subject : Ccmplaint regarding the explosion of lethal weapons 
within our heme islands · · · 

. The following should not be misconstrued a·s a repudiation of the 

;ENGLISH 

United States as our governing agency for the ,United Natior.•s under the 

trusteeship agreement, for aside from the complaint registered in this 

petition we have found the P.merican ad.ministration by far the most agreeable 

one in our memory. But in view of the increasing danger from the experiments 

with deadly explosives thousands of times. more powerful than anything 

previcusly known to men, the le~hal effects of w~ich bave already touched 

the inhabitants of two of the atolls in the Marshalle, namely, Rongelab 

and Uterik, who are now suffering in various degrees from "lowering of 

blood count," burns, nausea and the falling off of hair from the head, and 

whose complete recovery no one can promise with any certainty, we, the 

Marshallese people feel that we must follow the dictates of our consciences 

to bring forth this urgent plea to the United Nations, which has ple_dged 

itself to safeguard the life, liberty aoo the general well being of the 

people of the Trust Territory, of which the Marshalleee people are a part. 

54-14469 
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; The Marshalleae people are nc:it on.J.y tearful of the danger' to their 

·peroona from these deadly weapons in case of another miscalculation, but 

·they are also very concerned fo1• the 1ncreas1ng nUir..ber ot: people who are . 
' 

being removed from their land. 
t . ·~ .. 't . .1..,:' 

Land me~s a ~eat d.eal to the Marshaliese. ~t means more than just 

a place where you can plant your. toed cr6ps ~·build your houses; or a 

place wh~re you.can bury your deaC.. It is tht; very life of the.people: 

Take away their land and their spirits go also. 

The Marshall Islands are all low coral atolls with land ar~a where 

food plants ~en be cultivated quite limited, even fo~ tod~~ts'population 
of about eleven-thousand :pacple. But the popul.8ti~is. g;o~~·rapidl.y; 

. . . 
the time when this numcer will be dO'~b~ed .ia no~ f~r off •.. · 

The Japanese had taken away the beat port,ions of the :following 

atolls; Jaluit, Kwajalein, Encwe~ak, Milla, Maloelap and Wotje_ to be . ' . 
·fortified as part of their preparation for the last war, World War II. . . . . 

So far, only Im.adj Island on Jaluit Atoll has beon returned to ~ts fol'J'.!lSr. 
' 

owners • . . 
For security reasons, Kwajalein Island is. being kept for the military . . . . ' . ... . 

use. Bikini and Eniwetak were taken away for Atomic bomb tests and their 
. . . ' ' ";.. . . . . 

inhabitants were moved to.Kili Island and UJele.Dg Atoll respectively. 
. . 

Because Rongela.b and .Uterik are now I'.Sdio-active, eleir inhabitants are 
' . 

being' kspt on KwaJalein for an 1ndetermi.na.te length qf time. ''Where next?" 
-

is the big question which looms large 1n all of ~ur mind~. 
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Therefore, we the members of th3 M~llese C.ongress Hold-~er Cammi ttee, 

writers of this petition, who are empowered by the Marshallese Congress, to . ' , . . 

·act in its name :when it is not ir.. sesaion and· which' 1s :in turn a group of 

members· representing a~l the munici:p~li ties in the Marahalla, due to the 
" . 

increasing threat to our _life, libl3rty_, hapi:ineas and possession of land, do. 
. . . ~ 

hereby submit this petition to the U:iited Nations with the hope that it will 

act on our urgent plea •. Thus, we request that a 

l. All the experiments with lethai weapons within this area be 

immediately ceased. 

2. If the experiments with said weapons should be jud.8ed absolutely 

necessary for the eventual well being of all the people of this world 

soooqq1 
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l. Kabua Kabua 
Kabua Kabua 

2. · Atlan Anien 
Atlan Anien 

MEMBERS OF THE MARSHALLESE CONGRFSS 
HOLD-OVER.Ca+II'.rrEE 

Home atoll· 

.. 

Occupation 

AilioglaP&lap District Ju~e z Mar~haJ.l 

Namu Teacher 

' i' ~ 

. . :) '"-: t• • ~ . 
#. ... ·-- !II . . 

. . 

Is. 

3. Dwisht Heine Eb on Su42erintendent of Schoolsz 
Dwight Heine Marshall Is. 

4. Robert Reimers Jaluit Businessman 
Robert Retmers 

5. C. Dominick 
Carl Dominick 

Likiep Businessn:an 

6. Namu Ermi1-~'3 .~nrz MaloelaE! \Jotje Senior Clerkz Marshall 
Namu Ermius-:-' ALi.uk and UterH; Adminis·trat ion 

7. Henry Samuel Majuro Medical Practitioner 
Henry Samuel 

By Joab, Cousin (maternal pal'l'allel) 

8. Jiblok 
Jiblok 

9. Aisaia David 
Aisaia David 

10. Amata Kabua 
Amata Kabua 

11. Lazarus Simon 
Lazarus Simon 

soooqqa 

Businessman 

By Dorothy K. Sister 

Majuro Magistrate, Majuro Atoll 

By Dorothy K. Mother 

Majuro Teacher 

Ma,juro Sc~ibe, Majuro Atoll 

and 100 other interested Ma.rshaJ.lese Citizens 

1 ll \ 
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and cannot be stopped or changed to other areas due to'the 
. . 

unavailability of other locations, we then submit the following 

eusgest ions : 

(a) All possible precautione.?'1 measures be taken before 

such weapons are exploded. All human beings and their 

' valuable possessions be transported to safe distances 

first, before such explosions occur. 
·, 

(b) All th~ people living 1n this area. be instructed in 

safety meaBures. The people of' Rengel.ab would have avoided 

much danger if' they bad known not to drink the waters on their 

homo island after the raiio-aotive dusts had settled on ~hem. 

(c) Ade~uate funds be set aside to pay for the possessions 
' -

of the people in ease they will bave to be moved frcm their 

hemes. Thia will include lands, houses and whatever 

possesaio..~s they cannot take with them, so that the 

unsatisfactory arrangements for the Bikinians and Eniwetak 

people sha.J.l not be repeated. 

(d) Courses be taught to Marehalleae Medical Practitioners 

a.Ld Health-Aides which will be useful in the detecting of Btld 

the circumventing of preventable dangers. 

We would be very pleased to suomit more information or explain further 

any points we have raised. that may need. clarifications. 

The Marshallese people who signed this petition are on the following 

sheets, divided in the following ma.r.ner: The first group are members of 

the Marshallese Congress Rold.-Over CoIJ:llittee. The second group are some of 

the many interested Marshallese citizens. The name of each person appears 

en the left hand aide and his or her heme atoll and occupation on the 

right he.nd side opposite the signature. -If more signatures are needed we will promptly supply them. The only 

reason we are not BUiP1Ying more now is because to do so would·mean a delay 

of acme three months, the time necessary to make complete circuit of our 

far-fluri..g a\tolls and islands by ship. 

soooqqq 


