
( 
"1·00:1. 00 ~ ... 

TO John C. Bugher, M.D., Director 

UNITED ST~ES GOVERNMENT 

°fh D~TB' July 26, 195L 
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Gordon~. Dunning·,, Health Fhysicist ).t<Mb 

TELEPHO!JE CALL FRClli !.:ffi. MIDICTFF,, HIGH" CO!.J;:ISSIOiiER, TRUST 
'.iElfilTORY OF THE PACIFIC ISLANDS 

B:t::BP:·:UD 

On July 23, 1954, Mr. l:idkiff, High Commissioner, Trust 
Territory of the Pacific Islands called by telephone. He 
inqt:.ired about the present health of ti_le natives and the 
future plans for medical examin~tion. 

I indicated that t."1.ere were no major changes in the return 
of the natives to a noroa.l condition, and also briefl:>r 
described the plans for the medical and survey teams to 
feturn to the Pacific, clearly stating that these pla.."ls 
would be coCrclinated through his office before departure 
of the teams. He raised the question as to whether the 
natives rtlght be allowed to visit other islands and atolls, 
some of which might be some distance from Eji t. My ansvrer 
was that probably, from a point of view of the medical 
teams, it would be adventageous to keep the na ti. ves at 
Ejit, but that I appreciated there might be ever-riding 
considerations on the side of allowing them to move about. 
Therefore, I recornrr:ended ~~at the natives be held at 
Ejit until the medical teams examine them in late Au.:,aust, 
after which t.~e medical teams and the Trust Territory 
Personnel could then make the decision. Mr. Midldff 
agrecded that this was an acceptable solution. 

Generally, :tcl'. Midkiff seemed quite pleased with the future 
plans and offered the full cooperation of his office. 
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On July 23, 1954, Mr. l!idld..tf, Righ Commissioner, Trust 
Territory of the Pacific Islande called by telephone. He 
inquired about the present health ot the native• and the 
future plans tor medical e:nm1 nation. 

I indicated that there were no major changes in the return 
of the natives to a normal condition, and also briefly 
described the plan.a for the medical and survey teams to 
l'eturn to the Pacific, clear]J" •tating that theae plans 
would be ce>l'rdinated through hi• office before departure 
of the teams. He rai•et. the quea~on •• to whether the 
natives might be allowed to 'rlsit other island• and atolls, 
some or which might be some distance tram Eji t. My answer 
was that probably, from a point ot Tin ot the medical 
teams, 1 t would be adv~ tageoua to keep the n.a ti vea at 
Ejit, but that I appreciated there might be over-riding 
considerations on the side ot allowing them to move about. 
'Therefore, I recomnended that the natives be held at 
Eji t until the medical teams enm1 ne them in late August, 
after which the medical team• and i:he Trust Territory 
Personnel could then mal:e the deciaion. Kr. Kidkif'! 
agr~cded that this was an acceptable solution. 

Generally 1 Ur. Vidld.!f seemed quite pleased w1 th the tu ture 
plans and offered the tu.ll cooperation ot his office. 

CC: 
t:r. Howarc_ 3rovm 
Dr. Charles Dunham 
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