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HEADQUARTERS 
JOINT TASK FORCE SEVEN 

WASHINGTON 25, D.C. 

SJBJ""'.'.!.CT: Coordination of Draft Letter 

TO: Director 
Division of Biology and Medicine 
u. S. Atomic Energy Commission 
1901 Constitution Avenue 
Washington 25, D.C. 

40001.\.6 

) 

i 1JUN1954 

1. Attached hereto is a draft of a letter which this head
quarters proposes to send to the Manager, Santa Fe Operations Office. 
Copies will be distributed to the agencies indicated. It is requested 
that you return this draft to this headqt:.arters on or before 28 June 
with any com:nents or sugc:estions which you wish to st:.bmit. 

2. Another copy of this draft letter has been submitted to 
3eneral Fields, D!-lA, U SAEC, for his comr.ients. 

FOR THE COM!:A.NDER: 

1 Incl 
Draft letter 
to SFOO 
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Major General, U.S. Army 
Chief of Staff 
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SJ&IBC!a Coordlm\icm at Dratt. Let.'-" · 

m.reotor 
m.U.S.oll Of tioJ.oa and 1IHS.cim 
1J. s. 1 to111.e J:nera Cowr1 ui• 
1901 Couti tlltiaa , .... 
lfa8hiagt.oa 2s, D.c. 

• 
. - ~ 

21JUN1954 

- ..... 

1. At.taehed hereto ia a dratt. of a let.tel" which thi• head- ·. ·. 
qu.M.er• propo•• to •end to th• Kanager. Sat.a r. Operat.i.ou otn.e.. ~ 
Copies will be diatribatecl to t.h• agend.ea adieatecl. I\ 1a requuW 
that. po. retunl t.hi• ctran t.o tbi• be&dquarten oa or '•tore 28 hM- , 
111\h UT• •au er aggen.1.ou 1lh1ch 7'0ll wiu t.o •Ubmi~ . ~-·· 

. 2. .&net.her OGP1 ot t.bl• draft let.ter bu bea mbld.t.tecl tie 
0eura1 n.ics., mu, USA.BC, tor Id• .eomsau. 
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Kajor Gtrnenl, u.a. 1inr· 
Gld.et et IW'f 
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J-3/ ? 2 .,_ ..J DRAFT 
SU3JECTi Responsibilities tor Care and Diapoeit,ion ot lat1Te Inhabit.anta 

ot Rongelap and Otirik Atoll• 

TO: U&nager 
Sant.a Fe Operstiona Ottic• 
Box 5400 
Albuquerque, N n ~exi.co . 

l. Mr. J&aea E. Renea ot 70ur agmc7 telephoned this headquart.era 

16 June and discussed with Colonel Byar1, J-3 Division, Headquarter• JTF 

SEVEU, the atatua ot Kr. Tho.mas A. Hardison as representat1Te ot General 

Clarkeon on matter• concerning th• care and d111po11t1on or nacuated na-

ti Te&. The queetion 11 pertinent aince 7ou aaeumed on 2 June full respon-

1ibllit7 tor all A!t •tters pertaining to t.he Pacific Prorlng Growut.. 

2. On 14 l£&T 1954, CINCPACF'LT requested CJTF SEVEN to adrlse that. 

agenq ot the name ot t.he person who would represent CJTF SEVEN 1n th• 

Forward Area atter the personnel ot Headquarters, JTF SEVm returned w 

Washington. In order t.o awid the neceasit7 ot leaving indetini tel.f at. 

Eniwetok a 1tatt officer ot this headttuart.ere, CJTF SEVEN deeignated Kr. 

Hardison hi• repreeantatiTe at Eni:w.tok in oonneotion with the diaposition 

ot natiTe inhabitant.a ot Rongel&p and Utirik Atolla. Kr. Hardison daited 

lnjalein and Majuro At.oll1 anerel t.iJH• and na·uinently well-qualified 

t.o act a1 reprHentatiTe ot CJTY SEVEN 1n this matt.er. 

). A• 70u know, the nat1Te inhabitants ot 'Otirik Atoll b&T• been re

turned trom. Xwajalein to their home i1land. 'lbe natiTe inhabit.anta ot 

Rongelap Atoll have been temporaril,y relocated tor a period ot about one 

5000803 
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SUBJECT& R•ponaibilltiea tor Care and D1spositio11 of Jf&t1Te Inhabitant.a 
of Rongelap and utirik Atoll• 

TMr on Ejit lal.and ot )(ajuro Atoll, while th• rad1oact1T• ocmtud.nat.1on 

of Rongelap decays to acceptable lnela. It is not now oontemplated that 

u:t.enain conatruct.ion or repair will be nec .. aar7 on Bongelap Ialand whm 

t.he inhabit.ant• of that. atoll are retumed to their bomN• Conaequmt.l.J, 

it 11 doubtful that Holmea and Harver, Inc., and th• AEC Resident Engineer 

at Eniwetak will be called upo11 to take further action in regard to .th• 

care and disposition ot the natives. Kr. Hardiaon ia, therefore, relined 

ot aey reeponaibilitr aa CJTF SEVEN repreaent.atiT• in t.hil matter. Th• 

Commander, Task Group 7.2 will represent CJTJP SEVEN at Eniwetok on~· 

problem llhich might arue in regard to th• natiY••· 

4. Tb• reaponsibllitiea of interested agencies tor the continued 

care and disposition of the nat1Te• or Rongelap and Utirik Atoll.a are d•

llneat.ed for 70ur information aa tollowas 

a. CDlCPAC bas overall reaponaibllit7 under the Department ot 

Detanae tor th• completion ·ot the project tor the restoration ot atolla, 

with AEC asaistance, and tor the retum ot inhabitants. CINCPAC delegated 

to CINCFACFLT it• rHponaibilit.r in this COMecticn. CINCPACFLT instructed 

COMYAVSTAli"tAJ to coordinate and act u it• local representative in tbe di.

charge ot CINCPACFLT reaponeibU1t1es in connection with the displaced na

t.1vea. CQ!mAVSTAKWAJ de•ignated LCDR Robert w. lrel.la the Project Ottioer 

to represent CINCPACFLT intereata. 

b. Th• routine •el.tare and care ot all Marehall Island nat.1Y•• 

are continuing reaponlibllit.1•• of th• High CoQlli.saioner, Tru•t Tarrit.017 

ot the Paaitic Ialanda, a• agent tor Depart.ment ot the Interior. 

2 
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J-)/ 
SL'BS--t.CT: Reapon$ibllitiea tor Care and Disposition ot Native Inhabitants 

ot kongelap and Utirik Atolla 

c. The Dirleion ot Biology and !ledicine, AEC, wlll.aontinue to 

smiter the phT•ic&l. condition ot the native inhabitant• ot Bongelap and 

Ot1rik Atoll• who were exposed to radioactive conta.mination u a n•ult 

ot the tint ahot ot the CASTLE aerie•, Parties or .medical and rad.ate 

persoMel u.nder the direction ot Dirlaion or Biology and Medicine, A!C, 

will Ti.sit the nativee and the atolls concemed periodicall,r in order t.o 

observe the medical progreaa ot the natives and to ascertain the •arliHt · 

possible ti.me tor the retum ot .the H.ongelap natives to their ho.mes. The 

tint Ti.sit ot this AEC-aponeored group ia planned tor August or September 

ot thia year. Repreamtativea ot this headquarters will accompany the 

d. JTF SEVEN naturally has a continuing interest in this matter. 

JTF S:!:!:V»l haa fLlmiahed tund..s to pay certain medical expenses tor the natives 

while at Kwa.jalein, tor the procurement ot livestock to replace t.bat lo•t 

as a. result ot th• conta.minati.on, tor the constr.iction ot a tempor&J"1 nl-

lage at Majuro Atoll, tor the purchase o! food and clothing aupplies, and 

tor other purposea. JTF SEVEN will continue to provide .tunds tor the pro

vision ot tood tor the Rongelap natives while the.r are at Majuro and will 

pay tor initial tood •tocks when the1 are returned to their bomea. CTG 

7.2 will represent CJTP' SEVEN at Eniwetok in cOMection with d18postt·1on 

ot Ut.11"1.k and Bongelap natives in the nmt any problem.a aria• which can 

and muet. be handled at the Pacific Pro'ring Grounda. 

s. S&nta Fe Operations O!tic• ha• no routine reaponaibilitie• tor 
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J-3/ 
SUBJECT& Reaponaibilitiea tor Care and D1apoa1tion ot NatiTe Inh&bit&nt.a 

ot Rongelap and Ut.1rik At.oil• 

t.h• continued cat-. and diapoaitian ot tbue natiTea. Th• ·~tion of the 
·. ,_,.... . 

t.uporarr Tillage at Majuro under t.he auperrl.aion ot Kr. Hardiaon •• per-
&. " ... . . 

to?'Dl9d with proaiptneaa and etticianc7. According t.o report• reueiTed here, 

th• oonatruotion 1• excellent.. Th• &Histanc• and cooperation prortded b7 

llr. Hardison and hi• u•i•t.ant.• ia greatlJ' appreciated. 

POR 'nlE COMliWJDERt 

Copy Fumiahech L McGIHLKf 

500080b 

CINCPACFLT Major General, U.S. !nrr 
COMNAVSTAKWAJ Chiet ot St.att 
Mr. T.A. Hardison, USAEX:, Wwetok 
CTG 7 .2, llliwetok 
HICOlll'ERPJ.CIS - llr. Frank Midkiff 
Mr. George Speigel, Dept ot St.ate 
DllA, AEC - Lt Col Greenberg 
Imll, AEC - Dr. John Bugher 
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HEADQUARTERS 
JTF-7 

Washinbton 25, D.c. 
6 Jul l9S4 

SUBJECTa Responsibilities tor Cre and Disposition ·or NatiYe Inhabitant• 
o·· Rongelap md ut1rik !tolla 

TOI Manager, Santa Fe Operatic:na o.rtioe, p. o. Box SbOO, ilbuquarq• 

1. Mr. James E. Reens ot 70ur agency telephoned this headquarters 16 June and 
discussed with Colonel Byars, J-3 Division, Headquarters JTF-71 the st.atua of 
Mr. Thomas A. Hardison as representatin ot Gen~ral Clarkson on matters concern.inc 
the care and diaposition of evacuated natives. The question 1a pertinent aince 
70u assumed on 2 June tull responsibilities tor .n AEC nsattere pertaining to 
the Pacific ProYing Grcund.a. 

2. On 14 May 1954, CINCPACFLT requested CJTF-7 to advise that agency or the 
Dall'le of the persai who would represent CJTF-7 in the Forward Area atter the 
persamel or Headquarters, JTF-7 returned to waah1ngton. In order to awid the 
necessity er leaving imet1..'litel7 at Eniwetok as tall of'f:lcer or this hMd• 
quarters, CJTF-7 designated Mr. Hardison his representative at Eniwetok 1n 
connection with the disposi ticn or native inhabitants ot Ro~el&? am Ut1rik 
Atolls. Mr. Hardison rlaited lvajalein and Majuro Atolls eever&l times md 
vaa 811li.nentl;y well-qualit1ed to act as representatiw or CJTF-7 in this matter. 

J. As you know, the nati.Te inhabita.nts ot utirlk Atoll have been returned 
trom Kwajalein to their home island. The native inhabitants ot Rongelap 
Atoll ha V9 been te1T1?orarily relocated tor a period ot about one ,-ear on Ejit 
Island of Majuro Atoll, while the radfoactive contamination of ROn elap deca79 
to acceptable leTela. It 1a not now contemplated that extensive comtrcction 
or repair vill be necessary on Rongelap Isl.and when the inhabitants ot that 
atoll are :ieturned to their haues. c;onsequentq 1 1 t ia doubttul that Holmla 
and Narnr, Inc., and the· AEC Resident ~1neer at Eniwetok vill be called 
upon to take turther action in regard to the care and diaposit ion ot the 
natives .... .r. Hardison is, therefore, reliewd or 11117 responsibility as cm-7 
representative in this matter. 

4. The resr>onsibilities ot interested &€encies for the continued care and 
diapoei tion or the natives of Rongelap and Utirik Atolle are delineated tor 
70ur information as tollowe1 

a. CINCPAC has overall resnonsibility under the DOD tor the completion 
ot the pro{tect tor the restoration or atoll•, with J..E£ aseiatance, and tor t.19 
return ot inhabitants. CINCPAC delegated to CINC?ACFLT its res'l)()nsibilit7 ill 
this connactim. CINCPACFLT 1nstru.cted COMNAVSTAKWAJ to coordinate and act 
aa 1 ts local repre_sentative 1n the discharge of CINCPACFLT responsib1litie1 
in connection with the diaplaced natives. COMNASTAKWAJ deeignated LCD! 
Robert r!. Wella the Project Of1'1cer to represent CINCPACFLT interest•• 

b. The routine welfare and care ot all Marshall Island natine are 
continuing responsibilitie• ot the High Coramisaioner, Trust Terri~ry et>C6 
the Pad!ic Islands, as agent for Department ot the Interior. 
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c. The Div181.on of Biology and Medicine, AEC, vill continue to 1DC11ilor 
the pttrs1.cal condition ot the natiw inhabitants of Rongelap md Utirlk AtoU. 
vbo were exposed to radioactive contamination u a result. ot th• tirat 1bot. of 
th• CA.Sn.! aeries. Parties of medical Md radiate peramn1l under the 41rect.1m 
ot DJ. Tiaion of Biology and Medicine, ABC, v1ll T11it the natln1 md the atol.la 
oaacerned periodical.17 1n crder to obaene tbl medical progre11 of. the nati w1 
and to ascertain the earliest po•ible tu. tor t.he return ot the longelap 
natives to their bcmea. The tint Ti.lit of th18 .U:C-sponaaredwaup la plamed tor 
August or Septmber ot this 79ar. Bapre1entatiw1 ot thl.1 headquarters v1llt 
ac ccnp~ the .AEC part7 • 

d. m-7 naturalq baa a continaing interest in th11 matter. JfF-7 
baa tumiebad tunda to pq certain aedical expenses tor the natl ftl while a\ 
lwajalein, tor the procurement or liwstock to replace that 1oat. aa a nlllllt. 
ot the contamination, tar the oonatruotion ot a t111paraJ7 ~ at Majuro 
Atoll, tor tM purchue ot tood and clothing 1uppl1e1, and tor otblr pirpoaea. 
m-1 vill centime to proride fund.a tar the provision of food tor the 
Bongelap nat1n1 while the,. axw at Majuro and rill pq tor initial food 9tocka 
when th97 re returned to their homes. CTO 7.2 vill represent CJTF•7 at 
Eniwetok 1n comection with the d:iapoeit.1.on ot Utirik and Rcngelap natiw1, 
1n the ewnt arrr problem ari.8•• which can and 11Uat t. hmdl.ed at the Pac11'1c 
Proving Ground.I. 

5. Santa 1• Operation.a ottlce hu no routine responaibilit1e1 tor the oont1nue4 
care and disposition of these natiw1. The C"ection ot the tempora17 T1llage at 
Majuro -.nder the 811Periviaioc o t Mr. Hardison wu !armed with promptness and 
etticienCJ'. .le cording to reports rece1. ved here.- ~~ construction 1a excellent. 
The assistance am cooperation provided by Mr. :J.ardiaon and hi.a assist.anti 
ia pteatl7 appreciated. 

FOR THE COMMlNDERi 

/1/ 1. HoGinlq 
1. McGIHLE? 
Major Gtrle ral, U. S. Anq 
Chief ot Statt 
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