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The attached material bas been submitted by the Associated Press for 
AEC review prior to publication. The stories were written by Bill 
Waugh, AP's Honolulu correspondent, after visits to Kw.Jalein and 
Majuro and discussions with Trust Territory officials, natives of 
Rongelap and Utirik, General Clarkson, and members of medical units 
at Kwajalein. 

Request you telephone your comments by close of business today, if 
possible so we may get the material cleared through the General 
Manager's office and returned to Associated Press. 
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4 articles by Bill Waugh 

OOKFU!MED TO BE UNCLAS~mn 
AUTHORITY: DOE-DPC . 

'. llT t:!7.A_l~w7;: _?~T1"~ .fY 
Addressees: ~ t • I' 
Dr. J. c. Bup;her, Dir. , Div. of Biology and Medicine 
Brig. Gen. K. E. Fields, Dir., Div. of' Military Application ~ 

John Rall, Chief, Office of Special Projects (3 copies) r ....... _ ( ~ 

f 
' ~ t.-l'/l~;..,1--J .._.,..,,. • 

r, . U-+il IA ~ tv--...-.. 
~- ]:.\ Jftt ---~+-I ~-YI ~ 
~ f- 3- n •• ~~I 

~ w- c. ~ G - r<-· -6/ 
~ . . I v-1 I v{l'tv 

~-~ ;,'4·./'l~ 
,,~ . __ y 

c:r-'- - -::~ ~~r ~ -/// 
.. y.... ( (i,_' ;::::t.;~: :..'e::: u ~-· '-~·. ... .:i.;i.:_-~ 

- d . ..... .. 

5000113 



.......... 
'(~~· ~-.4·-· 

..... _._.... ..... -# r ... ,. 

/'.·.~-~-''' ..... _, ..... l 

... 

Iwajalein Ml1' 28 (AP). Shrewd. Marshall Ial•nd leaders believe their 

protest to the United Batiom1 againat aerican lo'drogen bomb expariements 

put a Yhip in their hand and they don't intend to ~ it dow. Their people· 

are scared. The natives ot RQUgelap and Utirik Atolls ware endangered by 

the Hu-ch l ~drogen bamb blast and ~ wre inJured. lfatives of Bild ni 

and Eniwetok 'Wr& uprooted tram tbah- halla Atolls in 1946-47 and have little 

hopes ot regaining them. I talked to the Marahalleae who dratted the protest 

which vent direct to the United Bationa. The)" recognise that it might give 

Rusaia same pol.i tical •nmm:f tion. in the June session ot the United Nations, 

that it might hurt aloae .lmarican trienda in the Trust Territory, Civil 

Adm:f n1 stration ot the Island chain. · !he)" say they v1ll not budge t"rom their 

stand as stated in their petition. Overtures already have been made through 

High Commissioner Frank Ml.dkitt to the Ma.rshallese. In a quick trip here 

last wek Ml.dld.£.f suggested that they Hnd ward to United Nations delegate 

Henry Cabot Lodge Juniar that "we are sure everything is being done that is 

necessary tar ·our welfare." 

•Fluent, Inglish speaking Dwight Heine, Superintendent of lt!rshall Island 

intermediary schools and leader of the petition, told met •same people think 

'W8 are naive children at the tropica. Ve are not as naive as they think. We 

will send Ambassador Lodge a reply. It vill be polite but ve v.lll not send 

anything like has bean suggested tO ws.' Tbare is no doubt - amcmg M!lrshallese 

ar .Americans on the scene - that the United State• GoverIIJD8Ilt bas gone al.lout 

to help the 82 natives !'ram. Rongelap and the 154 trara Utirik. They have had 

the finest medical care. They' have been adequately .t'ed and ehel tered. They 

have been compensated far lost flllql Copra crops. Utiriks 154 inhabitants lei't 
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t~ for their hams Atoll. They took with th.a tram Iw.jalein 100 tons 

of bounty. llongelap people will not be able to return to their homes tor 

a year. Nearl;r every one in this village suffered injury from the faJ.1:out 

tram. the ~drogen bomb cloud. Almost all have recovered. They will be 

removed in early June to Bjit in the Hijure Atoll. 

Bjit is a l4 aare lwsh Island.- On it the ilC iB building a camplete 

village. The United States will provide tor them throughout their atq there. 

B.it John Anjun, 30 year old Magistrate and leader of Rongelap, said in an 

interviews 

•~ople don't teel good about not going home. We fear ve ~ have fate 

The Bildnians, Heine said, •vere given a rav deal.• 

J. lagoon people, the 200 B1kinians were bounced from island to island 

until finally put on isolated Kili an island 'Jhich many months of the yes:r 

is i."18.ccessible because of heQ;y surf. 

Heine and several AmericauB in the trust territory said the Bikinians 

are not happy as they feel like they have been put in jail. 

The petition was signed by tha Holdover Comittee of the Marshall Island 

Congress. The ll man committee is ampowred to act for the Congress in between 

sessions. It is made up ot 6 trca the U:sembly and S from the House o£ Irouj 

(Lords). 

Heine, Mamber and spokes.ran for the Cammittee, steadfastly de:lles that any 

.lmerican knev c took part in drafting the petition to the United Nations. 
He saids "We spent a wwp DIOilth warking on it. We purposely did not let 

llOl'e 
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M1.ster Neas (Acting District Adznin1strator ~d Neas) or others (in the 

Trust Territory) Jmov about it. Ve were afraid they would get in trouble.• 

The petition TiBS tiniahed. and. read;f for lldling April 20 but Heine said 

he waited until April 22, the dq a a plane -.. due, to drop it in the 

mailbox. Be said he planned to reg:l.ater it but. arrived at the lost Office 

too late. 

Postmistress Irene Records did not recall the letter but said she 

remembered that Heine had been in and. inquired about registering a let~. 

Heine said he also sent a CflW of the petition vith a letter· to the 

•editor of the Washington Post.• The letter said in part: "You ms:y be 

interested to know that yours is the only publication to which we are sendin~ 

such a copy. We have chosen you simply because ._ unders~ 7our paper to 

be a .tair and reliable one of natiO?Jal st.ancUng.• 

There was 1 other Marshallese petition 168.ve the Isla.lid. It was 

ci:reulated by school children and sent to M1.dld.ff. The language was much 

milder than the one sent to the United Nations. Students and all M:u-shallese 

and American tu.chers signed it. 

The latter part ot March a doctor arrived at liljuro and told Meas they 

vou.ld have to get about 100 blood suiples :f'ram ?larshalJese to use as a :ard-

stick in treatment ot the injured natives. 

Neas said the ottioial had no intention of giving the natives an 

explanation. Be protested to the oiticial. 

The medical group arrived April 5, .lDIBt "11th the natives to Jive them an 

explanation NEAS requested and the next ~ the samples were obtained. 

more 
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Three cl8o'• before the m.edicel. - +arrived, lleoli ! a weekly stett meeti.Dg 

vi th department heads and Marshalleae leaders. 1'he question arose about sending 

a petition to the high cazml.ssioner signed by both '?rust Territory employees and 

Marshalleae. 

Nea.s s&id he thought thia vas improper 1 but told the Americans if they wanted 

they should write individual letters to Midldfi'. He continuedi 

"I, tor one, did. I wrote to the high cazmissioner and Dated the teel.1.ng of 

the peopl.e (about the B-banb). For instance l Marahall.ese said at the meeting · 

'What are you Americans trying to ao. Open up the gates of Rell 1 • I could tell 

that there was resentment and fear." 

Heine was on a Trust Territory ship at ~al.ein the day of the hydrogen 

explosion. He said: 

"We saw the flash tirst. It shook the ship. Water around the ship seemed 

to shake. There were several expl.osions that went wham wham." 

The same ~ the ship pulled out and arrived the next day at uterik. 

"We were met by nmzy canoes," Heine added. "!'he :t'irst question they asked 

was ' Is there war on. ' 

''The people said they saw samethiDg like flames or shooting stars but too low 

to be shooting stars. They said children cried and hid in the brush." 

Hein said that on the~ back to Ma.Juro he began wrking on the idea of a 

protest. ·ne did not learn until his arrival at MaJuro that the 2 atolls had been 

contanz1nated. 

Heine and other members of the Hal.dover Cal:m1ttee began work inmediately. 

On April 5 Neas met with the Marsh&ll.ese to discuss a copra tax. · After he had 

left, Heine said, he told the Marsba.llese to remain and they f:l.n&l.ized plans for 

the petition. 
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''We are a small people -- only 111 000 of u.," he said. "and the only way to 

get people to P«if attention ia when we c&ll loud. 11 

''We fe1t the American peopl.e were bound to hear &bout it (the petition). We 

~ve faith they (Americana) Y1ll ao sa:neth1ng about it... " 

·Last year the United states 1ent 2 Narshalleae to the United Nations. 

Thia year 1 Heine S&id, the State llep&rtDent eaid there vere no fUnde for such a 

trip. 

He canmen:ted: 

"It is our desire to have a representative there. It.would be advantageous 

to the United states espe~ 1:t Ruasia accuses America of using our people like 

guinea pigs tor experiments. Who could say 1 t isn't eo. Atter &l.l we are an a.lly 

. &nd not an enemy. But apparently they think these naive people might cause 

embarrassment• II 

Le.st year Mrs. Dorothy Kabua, a queen in the MaJuro Atoll, and her son, 

Amata Kabua, went to the thited Nations. The son presently is attending Mauna Ioa 

College on Maui Territory Hawaii. 

Mrs. I\abua was present with Heine during the ineerview. others were Atla.n 

Anien, speaker of the Assembly, and Kabua Kabua, president of the House of Irouj 

(IDrds). 

The MarsbaU ese are practical peopl.e. 1'hey recognize tbat the nuclear tests 

might have to continue. If this is the case, a&id Heine, "our petition outlines 

satisfa.ctory alternatives." 

- 30 -
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Majuro, ?.arshall Islands, M9y 29 (AP) - Two :t.m-shallese school 

teachers were the chief dra!ters ot a petition to the UN complaining 

about hydrogen bomb experiments in their homeland. The pair, Dwight 

Heine and Atlan Anien, emphatically deny any American knowingly assisted 

them. "Some did help but they did not know it, 11 Heine said in e.n inter­

view. "We asked many questions of Americans. We asked who one would 

vrite to and how it would be addressed but we did not tell them what we 

were going to do. We also read UN pamphlets and saw how petitions appear­

ing in them were worded." Heine said tvo .Americans saw an early dra.£t 

of the petition but it carried no heading. He said one, Keith Smith, 

American manager for Marshallese Trading Company, said "Who wrote it? 

It is beautifully written." "It taxed me and Atlan to write it," Heine 

continued. 11 We worked every day for nearly a month. We would meet vith 

other Harshallese and put dow their ideas. Then we would make a· rough 

:; draft. "I thought we had too many dangers in it. So I looked through 

the dictionary and decided on lethal. I also found word circumvent as 

a substitute for prevent." Heine, whose grandfather was German, is bi~ger 

than most ?~shallese. He is 35 years old, has dark skin and bushy hair. 

He is superintendent of the Marshall Island schools. 

Heine probably is one of the best educated :t.m-sballese. He is the 

spokesman between the people and Americans. Heine started school in 1928 
. 

at the Protestant Jesuit Mission School. In 1936 he went to a mission 

junior high at Kusaie. When the Americans moved into the Ma.rsballs during 

World War II he worked for the U.S. Navy as a guide and interpreter. 

Between 1948 and 1950 he attended the University of .Hawaii in Honolulu. 

Last year he travelled for 3 months in New Zealand, Samoa and Fiji on a 

UNESCO fellowship. Heine has a sense of humor and timingo He told this 

and spoke to the peopleo 
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He related: "I was interpreting. 'Ille Congressman threw his e.rms out and 

said we are a Christian people. You are a. Christian people. We want to 

save t!le world fro:n Co::i:nu..'1.:!.sm. We do not want you ::ieo!'le to sl!? behi:.:l 

the :r~n Cu:::to.in." When I said Iron Curtain the ~·~rshallese lool:eC. nt 

each a:::ld Yhisperetl ~on Curtain. Whet is that I was reall:i-· stuck f-,r 

~~le ir.in; it. T:le Yord ': .:>:::i:nunism w.e~s nothil:.s to the pe~ le. 

use the ;.;ord :gussfo for Co~'J..'1.is:i. "For instance durir.g :,·our Gw.i th "~-ct 

triz.l:; ::':: sa:.· :\t:.ssia explain th:?t these ?eo:ple were tryinz: tc stc~l 

se·:rets :'.'::-om -~..::i~ricar. :3.nd give the:!l "+:.o Russin." 

Present ~1itr. Eeine and Arden vere Kabua~bua, district j"J.d:s~ i:.~:". 

:ir:l me~11ber of the ::l:ous~ of Irou~. They gc.....-e the ir.t;iression t:-.at tii...;J ·~2:·~ 

as ,~or:cer::1c•i over the loss of la1ld as the:r were about the hyc~oo;e:1 ·~·::2 t::.. 

~ei=:---.:.e 

-......... ~ -· 
J. ~::·-'-'. saiC., "::~::-(. es-:.~r.lo.te. -~ .. ~, ~ .• _._ 

. ..... -~- ~. 

J.''3e::' :w.s .:'isl!. ':he island :io:ne for birc:s. :.~oney spe~t us.: U"'.; .:.;ou:. 

tal:dr>-~ to her wc.s wel:lring a lif;ht print dress. As~ed cf her trip to 

::-ew Yo:i.·t: she sa:.L. she we!1t to a 3-D r:iovie. "It was a p!.cture of e ":Joo.t. 

It bott.--i.ce<i up <=tlld down .10 11i.ic:~ I 
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__ ·-~-.,-~ -- "'T _ ....... it is tho.t it :1i;..;ht 

coo:nerar.g and hurt the trust territory people. "There ~s a reuson we 

-=.id not ~1ave /;uericar:.s in O!'l the petitior:.. They are ·•en nice. We cliC: r:ot 

wa!1t them to ;;et in trouble," he explained. I.atcr B'.eine ca~ne to .!le ::ind. 3aL:.: 

"We want Hr. (i:fayna.rci) :foas (.c.cting :i:listrict Admi:iistrator) to be Distri.~"; 

Ad.ministr:J.tor. If in any way our petition implies lack of co!lficience ::E 

him or ':.he '!'rust Terr:::..tory Government say that it is not not so." ::=:ei~e 

s:3.id that "Zveryone (,'.\.oerice.ns. in the :.farshalls) sympathize wit:!-1 us. I'll~:;-

!'elt a !'es:ponsibilit:.- for wlat happened." That is the concensus of whet I 

fou.."!'ld in talking to the PJ!lericans on the island. Neas, i:i ,;ommentina o.:J. 

the accident, said: "I believe officials of the :::1Uclear tests shoulcl i!e.Ye 

;:ch•en adequate and timely infor::iation to the natives so they could :;::rot~ct 

.._,he::iselves. To my ~:nowled,se this ws not done." 

Job L. Omis, :nissior.ar~r for the .c.merican 3oard of :o:m:ission::rs 

of Forcir~ 2·!ission, 3ostor., is on ;1ajuro translating the Bible for the 

deeply relisious ~.~rshallese. Ee made this comment or. the ?etitior.: 

think : approve .... J.". smart. 

h~:::CJ.~ its.sit diC. :'.'.Ct b.volve (r.:.s.) Gover:u:ient peo;ile. It will :~elp 

the people :1ere ~et national conscious:::ess." Doctor Di.il'..::ia::i. ?:irkhin1 o:., 

Avoca, :;ew York, a forner Ar'M...y doctor and new the l'r:.ist '.:1erri tor:/ doc~o:: 

ior the !·1arshall Islands, said of the incident: "It's tough on these 

pe:>?le. ':'hey see:i a little distrustful of our :pro"Jlises. They are tl:lb.~·:int; 

of :Sil::!.ni." Anot:i.1er Trust Territory official who asked th.at his natle not 

be ·J.seC. said "':'he:,.·' re taking a damn dim view of being yanl;:ed from o:ie 

isl'.l!ld. to another.'' There seemed to be some concern amon; the A:nerica:::> 

that tlJ.ey too !lad been ke::it in the dark a bout the explos ionG. One wo:.J.an :::; e. :'..C1
• 

the.t !-;.ee.:--1:,· every .C---:ierican received inquiries about their welfar~ o.:'te:!: 
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anr.otmcement of the explosion. She said her son wrote: "What's going or;. 

out there~ I don't want radio active parents." 

.. 
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.Kwajalein Miy 30 (AP). The United States pulled all stops in giving · 

aid to 236 MLrshallese sprinkled b;r radioactive ash tram the March i eydrogen 

test. 

Far nearly 10 dqs I bave had a free hand at ltwajalein and Majuro in 

tal k1 ng to injl.U"ed Marshalleae, their ~ad£•, m1li tary men and Joint Task 

Force Seven persomiti which ran the eydrogen teata this year. 

There has been no pres81lre err coercion on ivaelf or the people I 

interviewed. All spoke frankly. I\ came &'Wlcy' with this opinions 

The AEC, the Joint Task Farce, the Trust 'territory and the Xwajalein 

· Naval Air Station under oommand ot Rear Admiral R. S. Clarke did a magnificent 

job in. meeting this untorseen near tragedy. 

The question arises vcy- w.sn1t th1a possibility :tareeen. Actually 

it was, and was quickly detected. Two things contributed to the incident. 

First, As ABC Cbairmn Levis L. Strause announced the "detonation was larger 

than expected.• It spread ovar a much wider area as result. Even this 

would have caused no trauble bllt a sudden unforeseen shift in. high aJ.titude 

Winds <l...8.l"l"ied it over three inhabited ti islands. 

Since the Mi.rch 1 detonation, the ABC has announced tw additiOilal 

tests. The AEC and Departaent ot Defense announced on ~ 13 that the 1954 

tests were concluded. 

(more) 
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