
HAT1NDO 

Honorable Orme Levis 
Assistant Secretary 
ot the Interior 
Department of the Interior 
Washington 2;, D. c. 

Dear Mr. Lewiss 

June u, 195b 

The enclosure forwarded vi th your letter of May l.'.h 1951' 
enumerates correctly, insofar aa the Atomic Energy Commission 
is able to ascertain, the measures which are currently being 
unaertaken by the Commander in Chi.et, Pacific for the re­
eetUement of the natives evacuated from Rongelap and Utirik. 
The Commander in Chiet, Pacii'ia has indicated that he would 
implement, with assistance .from the Atomic Energy Commission, 
such measures as are required in resettling the MarlShalleae. 
This position has been concurred in by the Chief of Naval 
Operations. 

With primary responsibility for this matter Nsiding in the 
Commander in Chief, Pacific, it is lpparent that the Atomic 
Energy Commission is not in a position to assure that all 
details outlined in Mr. Midld.!f' a letter will be executed. 
However, since the CoD1111ander in Chief, Pacific has requested 
that he be given responsibility for these matters with the 
exception of the continued medical care of these Marshall 
Island residents, and the Chief of Naval Operations has 
concurred, there can be little doubt of his willingness to 
fulfill the obligations entailed in the resettlement of the 
natives. 

Insofar as continued medical checks are concerned, the Atomic 
Energy Commission has accepted this responsibility. Dr. Bugher, 
our Director of the Division of Biology and Medicine, has 
di~cussed with the High Commissioner of the Trust Territory of 
the Pacific Islands possible means of implementing this Com­
mission responsibility. In add.1 tion, the COJllllliaaion will insure 
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that periodic surveys of Rongelap are undertaken to determine 
the earliest possible date when the natives fll8Y be returned to 
their·original homes. 

As ever, the Atomic Energy Commission stands ready to assist 
in any manner in which it is able, to secure a satisfactory 
solution to any problems which may arise i~ resettling the 
Marshalleae evacuated from Rongelap and Utirik. 

SOOOlbl 

Sincerely yours, 

/s/ 

K. D. Nichols 
General Manager 
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The eaolo8Ul"e forwarded wit.la 10'll" latter ot )(qr 131 19.51& 
emmen.t.ee corno\17, 1.uotar •• the A'-1.o !mJ"C1 c-tsaion 
1• able to ucertain, the .uvea 1lb1oll an ~ being 
UDde!"tabn b7 tbe Co-mdv Sa Cld.d, Pac11'1o tor the re• 
Mttlwant ot ti. naUftll nwated t'Na :tmplap and utirik. 
The Cc 1nd9r 1A Cbid, PIM:itic bu indioated t.ha\ be wwld 
illplment, v.lt.h uai.atenC\t tr. tM Atcmia EMrir ~Dian, 
nch ..arn •• are re<r.dnd 1D ..... tt.Unc the Manl1alle••• 
Thia ;>c>G,tJ.OA baa been CClllC1ll'l"ed in bJ' t.a. Chief o£ kT&l. 
q,er.Ucaa. 

~1th pl"J.aa17 reapouibilit.7 for \bia utter Nm..ct1n1 in the 
!';cmumdv ill Chi.at, .t>uit1o, it. 18 apparmt, t.bat. the Atom:lc 
i::nergJ ~n.iCIA 18 not in a po.S.U.• to U8'lN that all 
detail.a au.tl1necl in ltr. Mldk1tt'• let.ta will be eucuted. 
R°01feYer, 111.Dce the Cor.aander 1Jl Cid.et, ?aa:l.t1a bu requested 
t.hat be be gi.'ftll respm•ibil1t7 tor t.beM •t.t.an vitih the 
uceptJ.on ot the can'UJ:wed md!.oal UN ol t.beM a&rahall 
I•land resident.a, and th4t Old.el ot lanl. t:praUou bu 
conournd, t.bere oan be llt\le doubt ol hi.a 11llli.npe111 to 
tul.t11l the obl1.ga\1Qu eataUMI in tba ,...tt.lr1at. al t.be 
Ut.1"9. 

-~----~ 



th&' per1od1• .unqa ~ 'lang•lap .... ~ '° deurw:i.M . 
t.he aarllea\ ;JO•ai.ble da"'4t vba ~ MU.fta .., te re\~ to 
tJl61r ori.gS.nal bollil•· 
.A• ne.r1 t.he .lwaio Energy Camd.al:lq l\aaa ,.aq "° awat. 
in UfT amner in -,4U,ah 1 t 1• ablea \a ~ a aauataot.ol'1 
aoluU.on to arq probleU vhicb 9¥ &ft• ta ,...\Wq \be 
Marshall•• evacmat.ed from ~ aad VUrf..k. 

~inoer-.17 70ve, 

,~. J. ~aahola 
'1r.ieral. Mauce• 
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