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See me about this.

Note and return,

For concurrencs. For actlon.

Forsignatu ~ For Information,

TO (Name and unit) INITIALS

REMARKS ’
- Attached is an Information Services attempt
tTo coordinate accident reporting. 1t Seems

27

to me that this is merely a part of the overall
package o Improving the coordination ol the
handling and reporting of these incidents from

TO (Name and unit)

Dr. Dunham (

Occurrence toO litigaction. 1 would Suggest what |
you look at this from that point of view.

REMARKS

J

Secondly, this memorandum deals with the report-
—1ng ol 1oiormetion to the press by operacionds
managers, but makes no provision for touching

TO (Name and unit)

REMARKS S
line operating divisions.
COmMmENtS, piledase.

May I have your

DATE

AN

FROM (Name and unk) REMARKS

Mr. Brown TS s 10 B v
el . '.
oW hor ™ s, ™ ,s(lﬂ’
PN q" ]
10 it
PHONE NO, DATE i
8/23/56
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SIMBOL:

Shalby Thompson, Deputy Director September 17, 1956
DMvision of Information Services - :

C. L. Dunhem, M.D., Director
Division of Biology and Medicine

CLARIFICATION OF FOLICY REGARIING REPORTING OF ACCIDENTS
BMBP sWDC

It has been called to my attention that it may be possible to
misinterpret my memo of September 11 to you on the above
sub ject. '

It was oy intention to suggest that item L (of your July 26
draft) should read as follows: - .

%l,. Accidents involving any single radistion incident
which results in (or, pending confirmation, is
suspected to have resulted in) the exposure of ARC
or AEC-contractor personnel, ar other persons,
whether on or off-sits, to a dose of ionlzing radi-
ation in exxess of1

(a) & whole<body (or majer organ) dose of 3 rem
of gama, neutron or eorpuscular radiation;

(o) the total dose (to the eritical tissue, organ
or region of interest, as a result of inhalation,
ingestion, cuts or asbrasions or other means)
eaquivalent to that which would be received should
the person bs exposed for a continuous 10-week
period to officlgl peraissible concentrations 4in
alr or water.%

I wish to empha=ize that we do not believs that an amouncement
should be mandatory simply because such an exposure has occurred.
The exposura 1s newsworthy only in its relationship to a reportable
sccldent, or to an incident which is potentially a source of
groundless rumor or public concern.

Actusl experience has shown that the mmher of such occasions has
been small, and thers is no resson to believe that the fraquency
should increase greatly. When correct, the news relsase might very
aporopriately be accompanied by an explanation that the axposures -

(]
o 8imply excesded gulde lines ithat have beesn set to help avoid over=
o exposure, and that these exposures do not in themselves represent
o over-exposure of the indivicuals,
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