Micronesia goes it alone
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' Majoro, Marshall Islands—"One of the
."‘uddes’?om o the ooeld” 3 Guam
hascalledjt .. .
slory of the people of Bikini Is-
were remowed from their bomes
United Siates could we their
acific atoll for ¢esting nutiear
, shunted from epe unsatistac-
tilemnent gite to another for

inally were told that they could
y retur to Bikini and pow bave been
u:eeugm because their
ot $0 be poisoning them.
bas been “pothing but hardship
le all these 30 years,”™ Henchi
educated young 8i ny. !
TThe people are not happy.” And there is
#0 happy ending in sight for this sad story. -
.+ Actually, the Bikini people's history of
1 wnbappy wandering begins 32 years age,
= 0 1946, 'wheo UK officials decided to nse

tbe atoll ip which their fsland b5 situated
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" Bess than Balf a square mile of fané with©  twrn, even
- 20 lagoon. :

There were not enough eoconuts oo Kili

and the Bikinian fishermen had to encoun.

! ter the crashing waves of the ocean, In the

{ spring the surf was particularly rough;

i two fishermen lost their lives. To make

ns paying price for
nuclear testing

13637;

thongh destroction of part of
the reef bad permitted sharks to enter the
lagoon and scientists warped that erabs
were too radioactive (o be eaten safely.

I the early 1970's, severa! families, to-
taling about 100 persons, returned to Biki-

i matters worse th lation expanded, follow evce additiona) bovsing eould be
i eveotually tripl'm: e - builtand adequa{te food supplies assured.

Trust territory governrent ships be-
+ @an bringing io food. and the once self-suf-
. ficient Bikinians became more and more

} @ependent o these supplies. K alL . ] ' -
i. " In 195¢, the United States began prov. , At2# Balos, Henchi Balos's wncle, 8

iding compensation to the Bikinians §10
person every six months,

- -

j poorest people in tbe Marshall islands.
. Bomb tests in Bikini ended in 1958,
- Five years later the ouclear gesi-ban

Be had been

legislator in the Congress of Micropesia
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; The Bikinians, Mr. Balos says, “are the ) dir’icuyumfm He recsls that

- trying to attract attention 102

Gisturbing situation there, a story even
sadder than that of the Bikinians.

§ Greaty outlawed all atmospheric mnclear  In 1954, during the test of a 15-megaton
: thermon bomb

« testing. - -

.12 1968, the federal agency then called * ghiftad
RBikini

at Bikini, the wind

Rongelap

_ . earryin

Atomic Energy Commissioo declared  and depositing a potentially Jetha) dose of

{0 s21¢ for resetllement by I people.  padioactive fallout on its 86 inhabitants.
To prepare for the return of the Bikini-

ans, the island was bulldozed and debris

and old coconut trees removed to reduce

vadiation. Forty bomes were ecastrocted

The Rongelapese were evacnated after
2 few days and taken to Ewajalein for
treatment. Then they came to Majuro, the
Marshali Islends distrist eenter, for two
#nd thousands of new cooonut trees were  years. In 1957 the Atomic Energy Com-
planted. Aboot $3 million was spent. : prooounced

.. moission Roogelsp safe for
A Many of the people were eager to yo- See BIRINL, A3, Col. }
ﬁhp." proceeded to d:toute bombs : .
enormons destroctive force.

Bikin fsland vegetation was blown BEST AVA".ABLE COPY A
R ek Ctinoeed
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*+ BININL from A ',

* Sbeir return, and a pumber of the people wen! back.

+  Tbe Ronpelapese who went back began developing ra-
$ diation-conrecied mwedical problems like thyrold tumors
. and ledkemiz. And pocording 1o Mr. Balos, those affuctad
. ipcluded ot ooly people who bad been ou the atol) Suzing
?-tbe 1954 blast but also sarne who had been sway at the
» time but retarned (o aat the local fruit and drink the wa-

ter. o .
. %To him, that mean! that there was something remain-
4ng on the atoll that was poisoning the people.

Even as be campaigoed for bétter medical treatment

. for the Roagelap people— they were being visited by doc-
gors obce a year and the opes with tumors sent off for sur-
gery—Mr. Balos suspected that Bikini probably was pot
veally safe, either. .

By 1974, be remembers, be was warning that the Bukini
people living or Bikini should not be there and the ones
still living e& Kili sbould not move to Bikini His pephew,
Henchi, recalls that many of those o Kili beeded the ad-

yice and declined Lo be resettied on Bikini, asking money

compensation for their loss of bomes istead.

The legislator demanded 3 pew radiological survey, us™
ing the latest instruments, oo Rikini, Rongelap and other
atolis and islands where falloot might pose continuing

erms. .
Soch as overall survey was not dope then—~Mr. Bales
<wras branded a troublemaker, be says. But in 1975, when
‘Bikini residents had their annual medical examinatiogs, -
- they staried to show abnorma) amounts of strootium, ees-
fum and plutonium-—-radicactive elements which can

£ause cancer over the long term~{n their bodies. 1

The US. Congress that year established 3 $8 million
-trust fund for the Bikinians, ’

But last year a study sponsored bytheﬂ%%egpﬂ

of Enerev. which includes the successors € Atomue
"Llel gy Lommission, found that the amounts of contami-

- mants being absorbed by Bikinians from the water and
from plants grown in stili-radioactive soll world over g
ﬁ@o{mummwmmmmum-
‘r?’mmmumwmmm&smm-

* @2 3 Department of official explaining to & con-

Epergy

siop had miscaiculated g0 badly in 1965. “There were Bo
cocoputs to test and no foodstmt! growing” at that time, he
nid.n&nseoﬂhebstwchniquesavﬁhbh}hndidmt
. "Last year, in response to the latest finfings Bikind rest- |
aents were told to drink only rainwater eollected in el
. terns and pot €0 eat the foods growing on the island. fo--
- gtead, food would be shipped to them Officials then set oot
. %o find another island bome for them. 1
~ The most Likely resettiement spot appeared to be Enen,
apother kland in the Bikini atoll that was thooght to have-
~yeceived & lesser doss of fellout. But testing was required,

(804 2 werdict oo Enen was 10t $0 be available wntil pext
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Meanwhile, the people on Bikini did sct stop sating the
coconuts and other foods grown oo their faland, despite
warnings that they were dangerom and despite the gvaila-
bility of noncontaminated food provided by the Unlted
States from elsewbere. . -

- Osear de Brum, dtitt admickstrator of the Marshall
Eslands, according to pews accounts explaived to a eov-
gressional gubcommittee {n May that the “cocouuts are
treasured by the people” Be said that a medical team ar-
yiving on the island in April bad been offered radioactive
eoconuts as a gesture of friendship.

The doctors found that there had been drastic increxses
of cesium in the Bikini residents’ bodies since Jast year.
The Department of the Interior, which oversees the trust
territory government, saw the results and decreed that the
Bikinians must be moved off by the end of this moath.

Early indications did pot Jook promising for a2 move to

- ‘Eneu, where the safety of the food supply was also under

-question. After consuiting with the people oo Bikin! and
the other Bikinians remaining on Kili, the Eigh Commis-

. gioner of Micronesia, Adriap P, Winkel, decided to remove

the people from Bikini back to Kili op a temporary basis.

- The overall radiological survey of Bikini, Rongelap and
the northern islands of the Marshalls, the one that Ataji
Balos and some other Marshallese have been demanding
for years, is finally to be done this fall by the departments
©f Defense aad Energy and the Navy, and Mr, Winke! says
be bopes it will show Eneu to be a safe place for the Biki-

. smanstolive. -

No one is betting on it, bowever, and the prospect is for
nore years of unbappiness for the Bikinians. Interior De-
partment officials are now predicting that it will be anoth-
er'30 0 50 years before Bikini’s radicactivity Jevels will
@ecline sufficiently to make it a safe place to live.

When the district administrator and otber officlals vis-

$ted Bikini last month to inform the people there of the
plan to move them to Kili, the people by saying
they would not go. Mr. de Brum bopes that was simply
their way of expressing their unhappiness with their fate;
be believes they will leave peacefully when the boats—
and television crews 1o record the evant—arrive later this
gnoutd. Others are pot so optimistic. . "

And what would these peaple, some of whom bave diffi-
culty grasping the alien jdea that a eocorut eould be
:la’rmful. consider a reasonable alternative to life on Biki-
Henchi Balos, hastening to mote that be personally
ghinks it is & terrible idea says many Bikinians

remaining
. oo Kili have been asking for a Jong time that they be relo-

cated in the United States —gpecifically in Florida. “Some-
bow, the people beard the climate ‘was stmilar,” be e3-

TOMORROW: Work s going on w aliow residents
S0 return to Eniwetak, nLe of other nuclear tests. ’
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