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USS RiliSHAY (DDE-499)

#Flect Post Office In Reply Refer to
San Francisco, Califomia DDELG9/LHA: rec
A9
Serial: 038

18 March 1954

—
From: Commanding Officer, U.S.S. RENSHAW (DDE-499) 135308
To: Commander Task Group SEVEN POINT THREE

Subj: Report of Evacuation of Natives, Utirik Atoll, 4 March 1954

kef: (a) CIG 7.3 conf disp 031220Z
(b) CIG 7.3 conf disp 032040Z

Encl: (1) Informal Narrative of Evacuation of 'Utirik Island Natives

1. In accordance with reference (b), enclosure (1) is submitted herewith,

2. A limited number of photographs were taken of some phases of the evacu-
ation by the ship's official photographer. These are not being processed
and it is late1r planned to submit prints as a supplement to this report.

3. The four drinking water samples mentioned in enclosure (1) as obtained

from the regular living area, Utirik, were delivered to CJTF 7 on 8 liarch
1954 via Major R, D. Crea, USA, Staff CJTF 7.

s/
L. H. ALFORD
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INFORLAL NARRATIVE OF EVACUATION OF NATIVES FROM
UTIRIK ATOLL, MARSHALL ISLANDS

Having received orders at just before dawn on 2 .arch 1354, to proceed
to Utirix atoli, the Kenshaw, immediately departed from the patrol area north
of Eniwetok Atoll and set course eastward to pass south of Bikini enroute,
Speed was adjusted to arrive at daylight the next day and the 400 mile voyagc
was completed without incident.

Meanwhile, new activity was evident in Renshaw. Charts, sailing direc-
tions, tide tables and all possible sources of information on the Atoll were
searched and avidly studied. Although the decision that the natives would
be evacuated was not known on board until late in the night of the 3rd, plans

O~ were firmed up for handling the people., Sweveral schemes were put forward but
ALl the final plan was made with the invaluable knowledge and assistaace of &. K,
M Tryba, BLC, USN. He had served a tour of duty in trust territories west of
the Marshalls and had experience in evacuation of natives.

: _— _
e - Although the Douglas A, lMiunro (DE-422) was detailed to assist Renshaw,
her estimated arrival was not until O41330M, hence plans were made for the
possibility of receiving on board Renshaw all the reported 180 natives of
<§L§ the Atoll.,

"\{-\\ The approach to the target Atoll was made from the westward and north of
Taka Atoll which is only 4 miles SW of Utirik. It was sighted at about 0630.i
on the moming of 4 larch and course was set southeastward to pass between
the two atolls, Enroute to the south side of triangular shaped Utirik Atoll,
we passed close to the reef on the western side in order to get a look at
Utirik Passage. There was no thought of entering this channel inasmuch as
Sailing Directions were very definite that no ship larger than a PC should
make the attempt. lievertheless, a look was desired to determine if charted
beacons were present (they weren't) and to determine the feasibility of our
boats entering the lagoon or perhaps even the DE should it be found too dan-
gerous on the south side for the evacuation. Theoretically, it would have
even been possible for Renshaw to enter at high tide about 1600l when our.
18 ft. drag aft would clear the channel about 3 ft. if the charted depths
were correct and if the sun at our backs made the channcl and coral heads
visible, It was reckoned that the thrill of entering this channel for the
C.0. would be about like that of Kussian roulette.

CLASSIFICATION CANCELLED

Upon rounding the SW tip of the Atoll, course was set eastward to skirt
the reef along the southern leg which appeared to offer the best lee from
wind and surf for the evacuation. Fortunately the weather was exceptionally
good with light NE winds and only moderate swells., At 0735k the ship hove
to at about 500 yds just south of Utirik Is., the largest of the Atoll and
on which all the natives were reported to live., At this time trusf terri- g
tory officials and interpreters had not arrived nor had an ETA been' received.
In view of our directive to commence evacuation at daylight it was decided ~
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to proceed at once as best we could until the trust officials arrived or
if necessary without them. It was hoped that we might find a missionary,
a pidgin English native or even a trust representative ashore.

Conssequently at about O740 the gig (26 ft. iliB) was launched and a
beach party was embarked with the uxecutive Officer, LCDR V.. k., Easton, USN,
in charge. He was to try to get ashore as soon as possible, organize the
natives for evacuation and determine the best location and means for the
evacuation, Included in this party were the Radsafe Officer, menitor, hos-
pitalman, signalmen, etc., #s soon as this party shoved off, a second iWB

was launched with the Gunnery Officer in charge, who was to search along
the reef for 2 brezk or a more favorable spot for safe boat handling in the

cvacuation.

Now, as the boats left the ship, we commenced execution of our plans
for receiving the natives on board. Awnings were rigged on the fantail with
side strips from the deck to the redge ropes, #4dditional life lines were
rigged for thc safety of children. Fore and aft and vertical accesses to
the fantail were closed or roped off and awnings rigged where necessary to
ensure privacy for the natives. The entirc crew's washroom and head aft
(largest on board) were set aside for the natives and for their decontamin-
ation inasmuch as this is the ship's mein station for this purpose. in out-
side salt water shower was rigged, a receptacle was provided for their clothus
and sufficient clean dungaree shirts, trousers, etc., were raiscd by 2n
appcal to the crew, to thus clothe 21l the natives. 4 pig-pen wes fashioned
by closing off access to a 3" gun tub. We planned to tether chickens to’
life lines on the Ol deck and let the dogs roem free amongst the populace.

Meanwhile, the Executive Officer and party approached the south shore
of the island at a point about 1500 yds west of the eastem tip. The island
here and elsewhere has a continuous outer perimeter of teble rcufs extending
some 4O yds out into the water over which the¢ waves produced a surf of modium
size and presented considerable small boat hazard. Having selected a point
where the surf was slight and appeared to offer the best spot, the Executive
Officer commenced paddling ashore in a small, one-man rubber raft (we kept
it after picking up a2 bailed-out jet pilot last fall), which had a line
etrached to it from the boat. after some progress towards the beach he
appeared to experience difriculty witnh the surf and some unseen force resulting
in no progress. Considerable humor and some coneem were evoked at sight of
the Executive Officer furiously paddling, cach stroke whirling the raft 180°
around but making no progress. It was later determined thet the line from
boat to the raft had fouled in the coral, sccurely anchoring him to seaward,
By this time a few of thec natives had 2ppearcd and some of them swam out end

helped him ashore amidst friendly greetings.

ht about this time, Navy JRF 912 searlzne arrived from Kwzjalein, landed
in the western part of the lagoon and commenced taxiing eastward towards
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Utirik Is. After establishing radio communications with thc plane and as-
certaining the nurber of passengers, the IExecutive Officer wes directed to
cross over to the lagoon side and use the rubber raft or any means to land
the plane passengers. With the friendly help of the cooperative natives,

the X.0. with the rubber raft, set out in an outrigger canoe towards the
scaplane in the lagoon. But just as hc approached the plane it taxiied away -
apparently not distinguishing him among the natives. It had becn suggested
to the plane thet if he had difficulty landing passcngers in the lagoon, he
might try landing outside the lagoon near the ship. Upon hearing.this
suggestion, the planc took off immediately and after one try, a tremendous
bounce, another circle and approach, landed ncar the ship about 0915M.

Meanwhile, the gig having disembarked the Executive Officer was in-
structed by him to procced eastward about 500 yards to a small cove where
the natives said landings could be made with more ease and safcty., This
was done but calling it a cove is a misuse of the term. Lase and safcty
did not secm to fit thc situation either but it did appear less dangerous.
By using the anchor to seaward the gig was slowly worked up to the reef
edge where the Radsafe Officer and his team discmbarked and waded ashore
to the same friendly welcome, handshakes and "Good Morning" from every native
large and small. During this time the Executive Officer had rcturned to the
beach from the lagoon and his try at receiving the plane passengers and ad-
vised the native chief to prepare his people for evacuestion. Somz of the
natives who seemed to understand and spoke some broken English were of gresat
assistance in this. At this time the ship was advised by the X.0, of the
necessity for evacuation on southern and seavia’d side of Utirik Island and
that native boats would be of no practical assistance. The Gunnery Officer
in the MWB, after searching for several miles along the south leg of the
atoll, reported there were no breaks in the reef nor landing places of any

Kand. BEST AVAILABLE COPY

hAfter the gig had disembarked the remazinder of the beach party, it was
returned to the ship having lost its anchor in leaving thc reef. It arrived
in the vicinity of the ship just in time to meet the planc and take aboard
its passengers. They consisted of larshall Island Trust Territory repre-
sentative, ilarshall Island interpreter, and two public relations civilians
attached to staff, CJTF 7. 4&fter a brief consultation on bocrd ard pro-
curement of another boat anchor, the gig was again dispatched to the beach,
meeting the 1B enroute and receiving from it a radioman with 2 portable
SCE~-300 radio which greatly facilitated the operztion. This party was mst
by the Executive Officer and the group then set out for the village, The
seaplane depzrted shortly for Kwajelein.
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¥hile this was going on the Radsafe Officer and his team were making
their survey with radiac instruments AN/PDR-27E. The first readings taken
wore oo the seaward side of the island where intensities of 110 mr (with
and without beta shield) were found, Readings of 120-130 mr (with and with-
out shield) were indicated along the foot path connecting the scaward side
of the island to the village on the lzgoon side. Upon arrival at the village,
several natives were monitored with the following readings common to all; over
all body 100 mr (with and without shield), hands 100 mr (with and without
shield), gonads 105 mr with shield and 110 mr without shield, feet 115 mr
with shield and 120 mr without shield. Since the readings in the air over
the entire middle section of the islend was 100 mr, it is believed that the
100 mr readings stated in this report were due to background intensity effects.

Other items monitored in the village and their intensities were; thatched
roofs 125 mr with shield, 130 mr without shield, 4 water samples from wells
100 mr with and without shield, all food with exception of coconuts 100 mr
with arfwithout shield, coconuts in their various forms of preparation ranged
from 130-150 without shield, fish cleaning table 124 mr with shiei:d, 130 mr
without shield., A short field trip was made into the undergrowth and grass
areas surrounding the village where readings of 160 mr with shield, 170 mr
without shield, were found close to the ground, indicating concentrited and
trapped contaminating particles, The monitor made his way via projecting
corel pieces some 10 yards into the lagoon where the water gave 2 £0 mr read-
ing with and without the shield. The hospitalman was assigned.the task of
collecting water samples and succeeded in obtaining 4 samples of drinking
water from 4 of the most commonly used cistern reservoirs in the village. It
is believed that the very low cont2mination of the water was due to the

roofs over each reservoir. BEST AVA'LABLE copv

Upon arriving at the village the Ixecutive Officer with Trust Territory
official again informed the natives through the interpretsr of the necessity
for evacuation. The interpreter was asked not to scere the natives or unduly
rush them, Nevertheless, he had the floor and after a few words, the natives
really moved though it is not believed he shook them up too badly. It was
carefully expleined that we would take along their pigs, chickens, dogs, boats
or anything we could load. But after a conference with the Trust official
in which the degree of contamination, decay and ultimate return of the natives
were discussed, it was decided, on recommendetion of the official, to leave
the livestock and boats behind. The natives agreed to this and after being
reassured that their possessions and animels would be safe until their retumn,
began streamin: toward the evacuation beach. Possessions taken along rarely
exceeded two bundles each, and one of which was usually a woven bedding mat.
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At this time, about 1015M, the ship was advised by the X.0. that the
evacuation would commence about 1100 and a life raft was requested for
use in shuttling the natives over the reef and through the surf to the
boats standing off about 50 yards. At approximately 1040 the boat arrived
with the raft and the evacuation commenced at 1050, By this time the ma-
Jority of the natives were gathered on the beach and ready to go. Women,
children and old people were shuttled out to the boats first, with their
possessions, followed by the men., Much cooperation and assistance were
realized from the able native men whose alertness, willingness and ability
to swim proved invaluable during the evacuation and reduced the number of
ship's personnel required. At about 1200 the evacuation was about half
completed but the wind was freshening, the tide was flooding and the surf
was kicking up. The operation became increasingly hazardous and two raft
loads of evacuees were very nearly upset in the surf. The coral was chew-
ing up the suspension ropes and lattice work of the raft and in a radio
consultation between the X.0. and C.0., serious consideration was given
to ceasing the operation and trying again from the lagoon side. Since
this would delay the operation several hours and also was fraught with
danger as already indicated, and since we could see the end in sight, it
was decided to continue, Most of the women, children and aged were al-
ready gone and no one had been hurt other than a few coral cuts. &nother
raft was dispatched and the pace was stepped up, though less people were
loaded on each raft and extreme care was exercised.

Ten i#B loads of about 15 people each were required to complete the
evacuation of the 154 natives. ‘The last raft load left the beach at about
12451 leeving as forlom a set of dogs as you have ever seen. ~t 12510 all
the natives were on board and none too soon because the wind and surf con-
tinued to increase. The native chief named Compass, has been repeatedly
asked how many natives were on the atcll and if we had them all. He was
insistent that all were on Utirik Island, none were on other islands of tihe
atoll, and none were on Teka Atoll, L - 5 miles away. He first szid there
were 161 natives present and proudly brought ocut a card index file to prove
it. Careful questioning however indiceted that at least two infants had
died a dzy or two before and that the old boy didn't have this Palll records
up to date. The next figure we got was 157 but further questioning indi-
cated he was counting two or three imminent but as yet unborn babies. Tne
last figure of 154 was arrived at after a count on board and was concurred
in by the chief and Trust official, & breakdown was as follows: men L7,

women 55, children under 16, boys and girls, 26 each.

At about 13004 when rafts were secured and boats were hoisted, course
was set for Kwzjzlein to arrive at dawn on the 5th., At about 1345L. we met
the D.4. Munro (DE-422) coming ,up from Kwajalein to assist us but there

was nothing further for her to do but fall in astern and retum to-Kwcjalein.
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It did not seem prudent to further move the natives around by dividing them
up between the two ships, inasmuch as no great overcrowding was evident.
The Munro had a medical officer on board and offered his services which
fortunately were not needed. It was comforting to know he was available
however, should any of the pregnant women fall due and payable while on

board,

Reception and handling of the natives on board worked out fairly well
and generally as was expected. Each one was monitored as they came on board
and readings were around 7 mr/hr which was substantially lower than the
average of 20 mr/hr readings on the beach. This indicated that wading out

to the rafts had helped quite a bit in reducing presence of fall-out ma-
terial on feet and clothing. Some of the children were routed through the

showers as soon as they came on board. But it was decided to feed all of
them before starting decontamination of adults. Serving lines were set up
on the fantail using regular steam table trays of food and giving the natives
paper plates, cups, etc., They didn't eat very well, perhaps from the ex-
citement or maybe they just don't like meat loaf. They did better on the

bread, mashed potatoes and oranges.

After lunch the Trust Territory official made some suggestions for
changing and improving our facilities which included careful partitioning
and segregation of the women's side of the head and washrooms. He expleined
that under conditions of excitement and strange surroundings the women are
extremely modest., Then commenced decontaminzation measures and considerable
resistence was encountered, But by prodding znd cajoling we mansged to
get all .about 10% of them through the showers., These were the zged, infirm
and sick. With no readings higher than 7 mr/hr it was decided not prudent
to force the old people in the showers. Next the problem of clothing arose,
Yie had sufficient clean dungarses for them 211 and planned to run all their
clothes through the laundry and give them back to put on before leaving the
ship. But here again stiff resistence was encountered. We tried but they
couldn't seem to understand taking their clothes away and the women wanted
no part of the dungarees. Clothes were monitored and since they averaged
only about 3-4 mr/hr it was dscided that the situation did not call for such
drastic mezsures. All of these matters were discussed with the Trust Terri-
tory official, and decisions were concurred in or made on his recommen-
dations. Careful observation of the natives and questioning of the inter-
preter as to their mood, excitement and general morale convinced us thet
forcing them to give up their clothes would really sheke them up.

By late aftemmoon they were settled down on their mats and generally
quiet except for the kids, some of whom took several showers. They were
bright-eyed and cute as could be, Some faw of the women, as is their wont,
talked quietly but steadily all aftemoon from the time they came aboard. |
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Vie fixed up a fine supper for them of boiled fish and rice with tomatoes

and lima beans mixed in. By this time they had gotten used to their sur-
roundings, had recovered their composure and their appetites., They really
stowed away the chow, This was followed by ice cream and cookies, heavily
sweetened grape ade and some bright colored hard cendy we had left over
from last Christmas.. The men were given cigarettes and all seemed contented
and happy. Finally, we showed them a movie and there was not the slightest
reaction of any kind from any of them the whole time, It should be re-
membered that most of these natives had never been off the atoll and as far

as is known had never seen a movie,

The night was passed without incident and they seemed to rest well on
their straw mats. The weather continued good and since we were proceeding
dovnwind at a speed of only 11 knots there was practically no motion of the
ship. Next moming they ate and seemed to enjoy a big breakfast of hot
cakes, bacon, bread and jam. After considerzble rubber necking as we en-
tered Kwajalein harbor and during the process of mooring to the pier, the
natives were disembarked at about 050900M to waiting buses in custody of
ComlavStaKwaj., As they went over the side one could not help but observe
and admire the innate dignity of these simple human beings and their naive
but forthright and optimistic attitude towards life. These seemed to be
expressed in a conversation with the native chief through the interpreter.
The chief was asked what they had seen and he replied with gestures
indicating a large explosion. He was then asked what they thought of it
and his reply was not the negative one as might be expected that the world
was coming to an end, but, "The world, we think she gtart over again.”
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JOINT TASK FORC> SZVEN

TASK GROUP 7.3 FF3/7.3/10: jmt
APO 187 (HO¥), c¢/o Postrcster A16-10
Scn Fruneisco, Culitorma Ser: 0698

26 iior 1964

FIRST ZNDORSEXEKT ON USS WICHOLAS (DDE-449) ltr P-22 ser 049 of 20 Mar 54

From: Cormander, Task Group 7.3
To: Commonder in.Chief, Pacific
Vias Cormander, Joint Task Force SEVEN

Subj: RadSafe Survey 8-11 iiarch 1954
l, Forwarded as o matter of information,

2. The recommendations of the Commanding Officer, USS WICHCL.S (DDE-449),
will be considered corefully if additional surveys of this type are re-
quirsd,

He C. 3RUTOL

Copy to:
CTG 7.1
COMCORTDZSDIV 12 (without basic)
USS FICHOLAS (DDz-449) (without basic)

RG 326 US ATOMIC ENERGY
COMMISSION

Location \

Collcetion £C Ipo 2 7 D¥Y
Folder
/c;uéaﬁkvc7g

CLASSIFICATION CANCELLED Y
. BY AUTHORITY OF DOE/OG |

} g !

[

. COPIED/DgE gm

} LANL R -
IR

INCLOSURE (3)



C LAl USS NICHOLAS(DDE-449) DDE449,/mw
: Fleet Post Office P-22
San Framcisco, California Ser: 049
20 Yar 54

From: Commanding Officer
Tos Commmder Task Group 7.3

Subj: Redsafe Survey 8-11 Mearch 1954

l, The Task Group 7.1 survey party and Mr, Harion Vilds, trust Territory
representative, arrived Rongelep ot 0745i, 8 March and boarded NICHOLAS
shortly thereafter, Working parties, as indicated in Cormonder Joint Task
Force SEVEN dispntch 060400Z, were madc availesble to Dr, Scoville's party,
Dr, Scoville informed the Cormaonding Officer that all reports of garma
intensitites and other scientific data would be reported only to Commander
Joint Task Force SZVEl, He specificeally reguested that no other commands
be made informotion addressee, Dcoily dispatches indicating results -of
RedSaf's survey on each atoll, originated by Dr, Scoville, were nddressed
accordingly, On debarking at Eniwetok at 0830, 12 larch Dr, Scoville's
party transported all earth and water samples to Parry Island,

2. The following islands, in atolls, were visited., r. 77ilds accompanied
working parties ashore on all ex-inhabitated islands whore native property
was secured as directed by hime

a. Rongelsp Atoll; 8 and 11 March 1954:
(1) Rongelap Island:

(2) Hative houses werc closed up ond property left in the
open, that could be ruined by weather, was moved irnside,

(b) One dog and three cats werc killed as possible mencce
to livestock,

(¢) One thirty foot sailing schooncr wes bsached zbove high
vater mark ond filled with sea water, Nasts were unshipped and placed in
c shed nlong with sczils,

(d) Two sacks of rice ond five sacks of flour were opencd and
placed outside as feed for pigs aond chickens,

(e) Buckets, prms and large clam shells werce placed under
eaves of houses to provide drinking water for livestock,
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' (f£) A11 livestock appeared to be in good condition, It is
believed that sufficient water will be available although o shortoge of
food is expected to develop in the near future,

(g) Water =nd soil samples were teken as directed by Task
Group 7,1 personnel and intensity levels wers taken,

(2) The islonds listed in sub-paragraph (3) through (15) czre
all uninhcbitated except for parties of natives that go from Ronzolap to

moke copra, collect sez birds and fish., There was no native property
found, Intensity levels were tzken by Task Group 7.1 personnel,

(3) Eniran Islend,’
(4) irbar Island,
(5) Busch Island,
(6) Enialo Islend,
(7) Enisetok Islend.
(8) inidjet Islend.
(9) Knbelle Island.
(10) Eriiripou Island,
(11) Lukuen Island,
(12) Gejen Islend,
(13) Lomumilal Island,
(14) zrerik Island,
(15) ifaen Isl-nd,

b. Utirik itoll; 9 ¥arch 1954
(1) 1Itirik Isl=znd:

(&) Three canoes were beachecd azbove high water mark.
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(b) Houses were closed up against weather ond property left
in the weather, that could be spoiled, was moved inside,

(e) Water catchments were provided for livestock by placing
old pens, buckets and large clam shells under eaves of houses,

(d) Six dogs were killed to protect livestocka
(e) 4ll livestock appeared to be in good condition,

(f) Water end soil somples were obtainsd and intensity
levels teken,

(2) Lon Isleand:
(a) Uninhcbitated - intensity levels taken,
ce Bikar itoll; 9 Korch 1954
(1) Bikar Islaﬁd:
(o) Uninhobitated - intensity levels teken,
d. Rongerik itoll; 10 iiarch 1954

(1) Eniwetok Islend:s. BEST AVA“.ABLE COPY

(e) Air Force personnel were lended z2long with o ship's
working party., Spoiled meat ond other consumables wers dumped in the sea,
Equipment was tested and securcd ageinst the weather 2s directsd by lir
Force psrsonnel,

(b) ¥ater aréd soil somples were obtained and intensity
levels taken. )

(2) The islands listed in sub-paragreoph (3) throucn (6) 2re un-
inhabitated, Intensity levels, only, were toaken,

\

(3) Rongerik Island,
(4) Mortlock Islond,
(5) Loatodvack Island,

(8) Bock Islende .
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e, slinginae .itoll; 10 March 1954

(1) sifo Island:

(a2) HNotive property, left by people who were visiting from
Rongelap- Islond, was protectod against the weather, .11 clothing, tools,
etc, were placed inside a canvas shelter on top of dried pclm fronds, ond
covered with additional canvas,

(v) A thirty foot sailing schooner was moved to o safe anchor-
age in the lee of Eniuetakku Islend. The boat was enchored in a sandy spot
in ths event that it should sink, Beaching was impreacticable due to the
limited time availsble,

(2) Enibuk Island:

(2) DNeative property secured, intonsity levels tokens
(3) Bokonikairu Island:

(a) Uninhobitated - intensity levels token,

3, Novigzation and generel information:

as: Bonzelep.stoll: BEST AVAILABLE COPY

(1) Entrance can be made quite resadily tarough South Pass end lLorth
east Pass, west Pass shows quite plairly, however, no pass2ge was attemptcd
because sow:dings are not sdequate, Navigationol fixes, wusing tangonts were
good, The 3mall Boat Passa:e in the Horthwest part of the atoll is difficult
to see cnd appears to be very dangerous when heavy swells are running,

(2) Leandings can bs readily made orn all islonds by motor whaleboat,
On most of the islands the beach gradient was quite steep, pormitting easy
beaching of boats, . sharp lookout should be raintainad at <11 times for
coral heads end dark, yellow, or dark green, water should be avoidsd,

b. Biker itoll:

(1) Bikar Island Passage is very difficult to find =nd passa
through the lagoon is difficult even for o smell boat. 4 landing was
made with very little difficulty in the lce of Bikar Island at low tide,
It was found odvisable to put the bow of the boat against the reef, which
rises steeply ot low tide, end let the party wade ashore, The water is
only knee dzep at this psriod of ‘the tide. Backwash from the reef should
be carefully watched.
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(2) Tne island 2n3 surroundin~ .zter tezns witn fisn, turtles
and sca birds.

c. ronsers« ion:  BEST AVAILABLE COPY

(1) Ths shap dia not stterpt pzssz-2 into th: 2ioll pbscause of
thz poor navigational aids available, It 1s baiisvea that a snzilo. drart
vesscl shousu sxperiznce very iittle aifiicaltly in wexidng paSsage. :

(&) Smaii Boatins is rouch, but not aanserous. Extrars care
st:ould be exercised when approaching Bocx Isl:znd as mz-ny coral hLaeds arc
presant cnd the warsy is very shallow.

d. Ailanginzs Atoll:

(1) Only srmail bo:t 2n:ry was mad2. A shallo. drart vsssel should
have very little difficulty making entry., Navigational cuts wers very poor.

(2) Small boating was rough but not dangerous.
e. Utirik Atoll:

: (1) The four beacons shown on HO chart 6023 have been replaced
by two black buoys. It is understood that the Trust Territory AKL makes reg-
ular entry into Utirik Atoll through Utirik Passage. The becacons on and
around Utirik Island are missing.

(2) Small boating is not difficult, but a sharp watch should be
maintained for coral heads.

L. Recommendations and Summary:

a. Survey of these atolls from 2 DDE type vessel is somewhat inefficient
in that Rongeslap is the only atoll, of the five visitsd, that can be enterad
and navigated safely, thus limiting the number of islands thzt can be coversd
in a given time. Boat handling operations outside the atolls were difficult
due to hsavy swells. ™With the forces available, it is belisved that ths uss
of a DIE is the most practicabls solution for similar missions. For operations
subsscuent to "CASTLE", it is rzcommended that a smaller class ship of shallow
draft be used. This would permit entry into most lagoons shortzning boat runs,
in some cases twsnty miles,

COPIEDIpOE ~ ' 5
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b. Make boat entry into windward part of lagoon wherever possible.
This permits boats to run down wind, speeding the op°rat10n and h°lplng to
keep instruments dry.

¢. Haintain radio communication with boats. In this rsspect, this
command used SCR 536 which were the only battsry typs radios available.
Communications were fair. It is recommended that an SCR 608 or similar
small battery radio with at least a thirty mils range bz used if possible.

d. It was found advisable to provide the boats with ovarlays of the
atolls showing magnetic compass courses betwsen islands and pass2s.

e. Provide boats with food, water, binoculars and rifles. Ths last
for protection against sharks in case 2 man falls over board.

f. Use stern anchor when beaching to prevent broaching. Lo not lst
boat remain on beach, but haul out and await return of party.

g. Beach in the lee of island whensver possible.

h. It was found impossible to cover all of the islands in sach atoll in
the time allo tted. Rough wesather and long boat runs between islands in a-
tolls slowad up operations. Task Group 7.1 scientific personnel designated
the islands they desired to survey and landings were made on all so designated.

i. *orking parties were kept firmly in hand. 3Zach working party was
required to remein in sight of a commissioned officer and Yr. Wilds. &s
far as could be determined, no natives propsrty was molested or pilferad.

jo It is sstimated that the maximum accumulative dosage recsived by any
onz person in the partiss was 2.5R. Film badgss, worn by all personnel ashors,
or in the boats, have been forwarded to ths U.S.S. BAIROKO for dsveloping.

/s/J. C. ZLIOT
J. C. ELICT

Copy to: BEST AVA“_ABLE cOPY

COLCORTDESDIV 12

DOPIEDIDOE : 6
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U. S. S. NICHOLAS (DDS-449) DDZ449/mw
¢/o Fleet Post Office P22
San Francisco, California Ser: 054

28 YMarch 1954
RG 326 US ATOMIC ENERGY

e e LARE™
Location
From: Commanding Officer Collection &2 ITDo L2 DY
To: Commander Task Group 7.3 Fold ﬁ: > ﬂ éﬁl Ki
er

Subj: Rongslap Survey Trip 25 - 26 March 1954; report of

1. The USS NICHOLAS (DLE-449) departed BIKINI Aitoll at 1900M, 25 March
1954 for RONGELAP Atoll in accordance with Commander Joint Task Force SEVEN
2311317 and Commander Task Group 7.3 232323Z of harch 1954. The following
personnsl from Task Group 7.1 were on board:

Dr. Laursn R. Donaldson
Dr, Thomas L. Shipmen
Dr, &4dward &. Held

CLASSIFICATION CANCELLED
- Dr. Ralph F. Palumbo BY AUTHQRITY OF DOE/OG 1
Dr. Paul R. Olson ' * ] / g

Dr. Thomas N. #hitsz

Mr, William W, Hobbins

Mr. Pascuale R. Schiavone
Major Charles M. Barnes, USALF

2. The ship arrived off the South Entrance, RONGELAP Atoll at 260100M and
put a whale boat in the water at 260630M to mest the plan:s arriving from
Kwajalein with Dr. Bond's party.

3. The ship then proceeded to Northsast Pass, RONGILAP itoll, entarad and
anchored. Dr. Donaldson and his party departed the ship at 0830M.

L. The plana from Kwajalain arrived off RONGELAP at 0905M, was met by the-
whalsboat. Dr. Bond, Mr. Marion Wilds, three Public Hsalth Service Officers,
thrze Natives and miscellanszous equipmsnt was transported to thz beach. The
plan: was guided to an anchorags about two hundr=d (200) yards off shore
from the village where it was anchored.

2. Personnel from the NICHOLAS assisted Dr. Bond to accomplish the
following: Capture five young pigs and one sow; capture fivs chickens;
obtain soil, fruit and vegstation samplss. One boar was killsd and an au-
topsy was parformed on the spot. The animals and other samples were placad
in cagss and transported to the plane. Dr. Bonds party departsd RONCELAP
at 1300M, 26 March 1954. The whaleboat then depart:d RONGELAP Island and
proceeded -orth to rejoin the ship, stopping at BUSCH and iINIASTOK Island
to measurc radioactive intensity. Onz member of RadSurvey Tzam accompanied
this boat to condict RadSurvey on Southeastern Islands. Dr. Donaldsen's
party worked in the Northeast part of RONGELAP itoll, collecting fish, soil,
birds, invertebratss, algas and vagetetion samples. Ons member of RadSurvsy

COPIED/DGE, fsam accompanied this this party to conduct RadSurvey of Northern Islands.
_ANL R37x t was not possible to collact rats, as desired, dus to ths unexpected de-
—awparturs of the ship as dirzscted by Commandsr Task Group 7.3 260217Z of larch

1954. :
swissns ) peoy URCABLETOPY 4
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5. Dr, Bond expressed the opinion that his mission had bezn accomp-
lished to his satisfaction., Dr, Donaldson stated that his mission has
been accomplished satisfactorily, Ir, Larion Wilds, Trust Territory
Representative requested that the boat at AILING.MIIE be beached when-
ever precticable, .11 bocots a% RONGEL..P have been becached by KICHOL..S,

6. Prior to the ships departure, thrce RT-l?Q/PRClO redios were ob-
tained by ¥r, P. Schiavone from Task Unit 7.1, These radios were very
satisfactory and far superior to the BC-611-F ussd on the last trip,

It is recommended that this type radio be used by ships on future trips
if they are required to operate small boats e long distance from the
ship. Reception was excellent at twenty (20) miles.

7, The ships departure from RONGELAP Atoll was delayed until 2621301
beceause the motor whaleboat experienced a fuel pump feilure on returning
from KABELLE Islond, where they were collecting rat traps,.

8. The ship rejoined Task Group 7,3 off BIKINI Atoll at 270130M,.

\

J. C, ELIOT

Copy to:
COLJOINT.SKFORCE SEVEN
COLCORTDZI3DIV TNZELVE

BEST AVAILABLE COPY
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MEMORANDUM FOR: CJTF SIViN CLASSIFICATION CANCELLED
8Y AYTHORITY OF DOE/OG

SUBJZCT¢ DDZ Trip to Rongslap Atoll, 26 March 1954

1. Reference JTF SZIVEN DTG 230220Z March 1954. Purpdss of subjsct y ‘8 égq
trip, conductad by -USS NICHOLLS (DDZ 4L9) was to:

a, Beach small boats belonging to Rongelap Marshallsse.
b. Conduct radsafs re-survey of Roﬁgelap.

' c. Collect approximately 500 pounds contaminatzd top soil re-
questad by ASC Division of Biology and %edicine.

d. Collect samples of Marine 1ifs and vegstation.
e. Collact domestic animals remaining at Rongzlap vilf;ge.

2., Ths undersignsd acted as JTF SEVEN and TG 7.1 rspresantativs
and vias responsibls for axcscution of lb and le. Since the NICHOLAS will
make an ovarzll report, and dstailad reports on 1ld and l2 will be made
by the projsct officers concernsd, the details in this report ars con-
fined to 1lb and lc.

3. It is noted that ths scops of activities lb and 1ld was more
limited than had originally b:sen plennsd. 4s will be clear from the re-
port of the NICHOL.S, this’ was bscause 26 karch became R-1l after ths work
started. Thanks mainly to the excsllent planning and management of Capt.
Joszph Eliot and ixecutive Oificer Cliiford Frink, much mors was accom-
plished than might rzasonably havs besn expscted undsr thesz circumstances.
lc and 1z were accompllshed essantially as planned, but la had to bs

omit ted. BEST AVAILABLE COPY

L. The radsafs rz-survey was conducted by Mr. P.R. Schiavons of TG
7.1, TU-7, using two racently calibrated AN/PDR-39 instruments. Rsadings
on Rongelap Island wsres taken during the morning and on thz oth:r islands
during the aft:rnoon of 26 March.

Island - mr/hr-

Ronrzlap L0 at 0830 at standard position zstab-
lished by Scoville Survsay

Bossh - 50 South <nd gg 326 US ATOMIC ENERGY

Eniactok 90 COMMISSION

Locstion °

Labardj 200
3OPIED/DOE. Collection £C TDo L2 D4Y
A R/l Kabslle 500 Foder__ R oro FallonT-

ENCLOSURS (5) S
/ [ (
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On Rongelap Island, the readings in the huts oppeared to be 10%-15%
less thon outside, Inside the huts the rendings at ground lovel were
about 70% of those at head level. Readings over grovel creas and

nﬁ;r the cisterns were about 30 mr/hr; inside the cisterns, about 10-15
nr/hr,

5, The top soil sample was obtained from LABARDJ Islond a small
islend well covered with bushes ond grass, but without palm trees, It
had been planned to get the sample from KABELLE, but this could not be
done without interfering with the fish and vegetation collection,

6. Special mention should be made of the work of }Mr., P.R. Schiavone,

who did en excellent job of getting supplies and equipment not available
on the NICHOLAS, as well as conducting the rad-safe survey.

s/ T. ihite
t/ T. #HITs
H Division, LASL

BEST AvAiLABLE copy

QPIED/DOE
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SUBJECT: . Missellaneous Radsafe Surveys of Rongerik (Surveys conducted
by CTIG 7.4)

RG 326 US ATOMIC ENERGY

BEST AVAILAELE COPY N co.\mxssm

Location

' Collection RESpo- cz DIY
17 March, 1200 MIKE on_ReEITpo _Cz DY
- Folder EQQ e E !2 |

Living Area Readings:

Mess hall interior . 40 - 100 mr/hr Gaist level
Hospital interior 50-- 75 mr/hr ‘aist level
walk from hospital to mess 100 - 110 mr/hr wWaist level
Store room (behind mess) 50 = 55 mr/hr TVaist level
Exterior store room tent 100 - 150 mr/hr waist level
General Area exterior ' 100 - 150 mr/hr  laist level

Weather Station Site Readings:

Exterior areas lecal 125 - 150 ~ 160 nr/hr Waist level
Interior all tents 50 - 75 nr/hr taist level
Interior building 50 - 60 mr/hr ‘.aist level

Army Site Readings:

General area 140 - 190 mr/hr taist level

Interior tents 70 - 80 mr/hr ‘.aist level

% Adjacent to trailer 160 ~ 180 mr/hr ‘l.aist level

" 19 March, 1100 - 1220 ilIKE

g3 Noi =2

43 —— Landing on beach 42 mr/hr Waist level

89 Living area 60 mr/hr uaist level

2w Inside mess hall 22 mr/hr Laist level

2o Inside dispensary 26 mr/hr Jaist level

§":. Inside harracks 23 mr/hr Laist level

S ESE end of island (Rawinsonde) 47 mr/hr vaist level

¥ Along road to Rawinsonde area 4C = 42 = 40 mr/hr waist level

] Inside weather building 23 nr/hr iaist level

2 Work area outside buildin 60 mr/hr Viaist level

Army area (arcund trailer% 40 mr/hr waist level

Inside foilage area 40 mr/hr naist level

Inside tent 19 mr/hr waist level

19 March, 1400 MIKE

.: - Inside weacther building 21 mr/hr «aist level

top ' Living area Still 60 mr/hr aist level

i MED/DQE . Inside tarracks 23 mr/hr Laist level

YL RC 7 ? Insids dispensary 25 mr/hr Laist level

1

C eiutitylenpedontptpiagiuin, |

Inclosure 6



CON'T

26 March, 1500 MIKE

Army Site out 42 mr/hr
In 20 mr/hr

Vieather Site Out 40 mr/hr
In ‘ 18 mr/hr

Living Site Out 35 mr/hr
In 15 ar/hr

Waist Level
Waist Level

Waist Level
Waist Level

Viaist Level
Waist Level

.
g

ARMY AREA (Location of samples taken)

'I_‘railer

-~

e — .
H : :
‘_____l X ) -Marked by pile of rocks

o
Tent

-

{ I )} Horseshoe Pits

-

OCZAN
T -
4\
~,
—

\

[l
.

.

LIVING AREA (Location of samples tazken)

| ' ]
[ Mess : ( )D . ; D
e K , -Dispensary
larked by
- wooden crate R
'\ !,.... JRp— + — ———
6( ; : Barr.
I S e
" Barr.
! BOPIED/DOE ¢

i. LANL RC -




VEATHER SITE (Location of samples taken)

Shelter Tent
- R
e —_—
! ~Building
|
|
."‘"—‘\\

o ‘
o / . "‘- .
g ‘4 \}\
L’l Instrument Case \'x\\noe.d

BEST AVAILABLE COPY

(s/t R. A, House
k. A, HOUSE -
Lt Col., USAF
Ch, Tech Br, J-3

JIF SEVEN

: COPIED/DQE
i ANLRG/ZZ.
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MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD:

SUBJECT: Kwajalein-NYOO Flight ABLE Results

1. NYOO-Kwajalein Flight Able, consists of an aerial survey at
approximately 200 feet altitude over the following atolls north of Kwaj-
alein: Lae, Ujae, Wotho, Bikini, Ailinginae, Rongelap, kongerik, Taongi,
Bikar, Utirik, Taka, Ailuk, Jemo and Likiep. The aircraft are equipped
with scintameters which are sensitive gamma radiation measuring instru-

ments with a wide range, designed to measure ground contariination from
altitudes of 200 to 500 feet.

2. Following humctu snot at 2618257 March 1954, Flight Able was
flown on the following dates with results indicated: (In mr/hr ground

contamination)
Island (htoll) 271900Z to 2803172 302030Z to 310208272
Lae (Lae) 0 0
Ujae (Ujae) 0 0.2
Wiotho (Viotho) 0 1.7
Enibuk (Ailinginae) 6 T 26
Rongelap (Rongelap) 28 78
Fongerik (Rongerik) 36 58
Sybilla (Taongi) 1.0 0.4
Bikar (Bikar) 0.1 15
Utirik (Utirik) - 7
Taka (Taka) 8 7
Kapen (ailuk) 1.6 2.4
Jemo (Jemo) 0.8 2.4
. Likiep (Likiep) 0.4 1.0
(s/t) R. A. HOUSE
CLASSFICATION Cane - It Col., USAF

ChTechOpns Br, J-3

BY AUTHOR!

RG 326 US ATOMIC ENERGY
COMMISSION

Location l ANL
Collection !ZQEE c2 QS\Q

Folder

INCIOSURE 7
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SAVPLE COLLICTION

NO. DATS
Wl 6 March
w2 6 March
W3 6 March
Wi 7 March
W5-8 L, March
Wil 5 March
Wiz2 é March
W13 6 March
w9 6 March

a W10 7 March

3

Q

§ W1l 3 March

g

<

Q

3

(4]

b

© Wl2 8 March
w3 8 Mw.rch
Wik 8 March

COPIED/DQE
lAN_L m/.a-‘
INCLOSURE ﬁa

)

no Ja® UD AJUMIU BOLIGL

COMMISSION
Location

Collection ge o0 g2 Y
Folder &g Va2

. " DRINKING WATSR SAMPLES (Analysis Report)  fadleclt
. d/m/ml
TIME  LOCATION DESCRIPTION (ON S\MPLE DATE)
0800 Likiep Island Collected from largest i
Likiep Atoll cistern on heaviest popu-
lated island of atoll
1200 Jemo Island Same as W1 550
1700  axluk Island Same as W1 1020
Ailuk Atoll
1300 Mesjit Island Samz as W1 2500
0900  Utirik Atoll Composite of L4 water sam- 430
ples taken by USS RINSHAW
160C. Ormed Island  Composite: % from catch- 100
Wotje Atoll basin
1130 Kaven Island 1 from well ' 67
Maloelap Atoll
1130 Kaven Island 1 from catch-basin 3L
Maloelap Atoll
1630 Wotho Island 1 from well (catch-basin 7
Wotho Atoll dry for 1 month plus)
1200 Dalap Island Tap Meter 1
Majuro Atoll
0930 Rongelap Island Composite of 94,000
6 bottles. 120,000
Chart included 47,000 No. 1 No. 6
to show location 24,000
of bottles on 11,000
Rongelap Island 63,000
‘Rongelap Island Central cistern 50,000%
of village
Rongelap Island Cistern water from 73,000%
north part of island
Rongelap Island Cistern water from 8,00C -

northern most village

L)



SAMPL
NO.

Wl5

Wib
W17
w8

COPIED/DOE
LARL RG /.o
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RINKING ATIR SaMPLES (Awlysis Report) Cont'd

COLLECTION - d/m/m1
DATZ TIME I1OCATION LESCRIPTION (ON_S&MPLSE DATE)
8 March Rongelap Island South cistern in 60,000
village
9 Mzrch Utirik Island Cistern | 7,200%
9 March Utirik Island Cistern 33,0003
10 Karch Eniwstak Island Dastillation water 663

Rongerik Atoll

% computed as of 3 lirch

BEST AVAILABLE copy
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SAMPLSS (s#NaLYSI3 RZIPORT)

SAMPLE  COLLZCTION d/m/gm

NO. DATE TIid LOCATION DESCRIPTION (ON SAMPLZ DaTE)
Si 6 M.rch 0800 lLakiep Island U.;sr layer bare soil 23,000

Likiep atoll . in random spots un-
sheltered by trees or
shrubs etc.

S2 6 March 1200 Jemo Island Same as above 13,000

S3 6 March 1700  Ailuk Islé.nd Samz as &above '+ 23,000
Ailluk Atoll

Sk 7 March 1300 Mejit Island Same as above 30,000

S5  5larch 1600 Ormed Island  Composite of 5 samples 15,000

ot je Atoll (1 beach, 3 mid-village,
1 back village)

Sé 5 March 1730 Erikub Island Composite of 2 samples 4,300
Erikub Atoll (1 mid-village, 1 half-
way to beach)

N S7 6 M:rch 1130 Kavasn Island Composites of 4 samples 5,500
Muloelap iatoll (2 from village, 2 from

bna paths to beach)
Q g 6 March 1630 “otho Island  Composite of 3 samples 2,400
2 “otho Atoll (1 by well, 2 mid-village)
-d .
o
§ S9 7 March 1200 Dalap Island Composite of 4 samples 950
& kajuro Atoll (near admin Bldg)
§ S10 7 Mourch 1200 Utirik Island Composite of 3 samples 270,000
b (Collsction date of S10 is uncertain, probably 3 March 1954
% by PB4 Survey Party. analysis valus given is corrscted to
] 7 uwarch.)
Ja
S1l1 8 ldarch Rongelap Island Soil from north part of 1,300,000%%
island
S12 8 March Rongelap Island Center portion of island 7,400,000 ##
S13 8 March Rongelap Island 1 mile north of Rongelap 460,000 %
villageRG 326 US ATOMIC ENERGY
COMMISSION
Location I gsﬂl
INCLOSURE #9 Collection éc Jd2 L2z DY
(IR . v B

COPIEDI% . Fa



SAMPLE
NO.
S14
S15
516

S17

518

819

I’
Ps) -,
7

SOIL SAMPLZS (ANALYSIS RiPORT) CONT'D

520 10 Merch

COLLECTION ¢/m/gm
DaT3 TIME  LOCATION DESCRIPTION (ON_SAMPLE DaTE)

8 March Rongelap Island Near south cistern of .  630,000%%
. village

8 March Zriirippu Island 35,000,000 3%
Rongelap Atoll

8 March Bniwetak Island ’ 3,200,000%:*
Rongerik Atoll

8 March Kabelle Island 20,000,0003
Rongslap Atoll

9 March Utirik Island 5,600,0003

9 March Bikar Island 280,0007#¢
Eniwstak Island 1,200,000:*
Rongesrik itoll

821 10 March

%822

9 March

Sifo Island Temporary villags 81, ,00033
Ailinginae iAtoll

Bikar Island Foliage, windward side 460,000

# d/m/gm of plant ash (Zquiv. to 1.4 X 104 d/m/gn plant as received)

** Cuzpufed as of 3 March

COPIED/D
LA R

Soil values may be roughly translated to curies per square mile by
dividing by 13, or to d/m/ft2 by multiplying by 6000.



