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Officer 
Task Group 7.3 

of Rongelap and Ailinginae Atolls on 3 Xarch 1954; 

Ref: a) COMTASKGROUP 7.3 Disp 0208482 of Itarch 1954 
b) CO?! JTF SEVEN Disp 0212252 of March 1954 

Encl: (1) P assenger lists of evacuees from Rongelap and Ailinginae 
Atoll 

(2) Radiological statistics reported by monitor teams, Rongelrp 
and Ailinginae Atolls 

(3) Location of water cisterns, Rongelap Island 

1. In compliance with reference (a), the PHILIP got underway from 
Bikini at 21431 on 2 March and arrived and anchored off Rongelap Island 
in the lagoon at 073CM on 3 March. A PBM-5A (V-P-29) aircraft, No. 2085, 
piloted by LCDR WELCH which previously had been dispatched from Kwajalein 
anchored about 100 yards off the beach of the same i.sland shortly before 
the PHILIP anchored. Prior to anchoring, the PBX, in good radio com- 
munication with the PHILIP, made a thorough reconnaissance flight around 
the atoll. Also on departure the previous evening, the Commending 
Officer of the PC 1546 offered much valuable navigational and general 
information which was of great help to the PBILIP. 

2. The beach party including the Commanding Officer, Executive Officer, 
Radiological Safety Officer and a three man monitoring team proceeded 
from the PHILIP in a motor whale-boat to the PBX and picked up Mr. Marion 
XLDS, civilian representative of the Civil Administration Unit, Xarshalls 
Trust Territories of Pacific Islands, and Oscar DeBrum, Marshallese in- 
terpreter. The beach was such as to allow an easy close-in landing with- 
out danger to the boat. 

3. The party was met at the beach by John, the Magistrate of Rongelap. 
tionitoring of the island commenced immediately. On the basis of initial 

readings it appeared obvious that evacuation was definitely in order. 
The Commanding Officer, U.S.S. PHILIP presented Mr. Wilds with the gen- 
eral picture based on monitoring information, and on being informed that 
CommGder Joint Task Force SEVEN hhd stated that the aatual evacuation 

X 
should be requested by trust territory officials, Mr. Wilds wzs very 

Cop,ED,DEphatic regarding the need for evacuation. Through the interpreter 
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it was explained that it was to the best interests of the Rongelap 
people to leave the atoll and that the PHILIP was there for that 
purpose. Mr. IWds wns present during all the conversation with 
John the Magistrate and was of much assistance as also was LCDR 
V. L. MURTHA, Executive Officer of the PBILIP whose b!qjuro Island 
Government background proved very helpful in oonvincing the Mnr- 
shsllese that they should leave. 

4. The infonation that’the people would leave Rqngalap was passed 
very quickly. Each person was asked to bring a small handbag as the 
only baggage since the monitors readings indicated a high dosage on 
sleeping mats, palm baskets, and other personal belongings. It is 
considered very important that once the accepted leader is established 
and identified that all requests be made through him without exception. 
This ‘procedure expedited the entire operation. 

5, It was decided to utilize the PBM to transport the elderly and the 
sick to Kvrajalein. John designated sixteen (16) persons and this party 
x?e embarked in the aircraft in about en hour and a half after the 
party first landed. These passengers are listed in Enclosure (1) vhich 
is forvfarded herewith. 

6. Fortunately, the Xarshallese were not reluctant tc leave the island, 
The magistrate explained that the people had been sick and he obviously 
deduced that all of the people would soon be provided the necessary 
msdical care. John was apprehensive about the safety of his boat, a 
3C foot sloop. The sloop was towed by the ship’s tisle boat to a bettor 
lee. Two anchors ware dropped end the boat appeared to be in good holding 
ground. 

7, The forty eight (48) remaining Xarshnllese vzre transported via two 
ship’s v,hale boats to the PHILIP. Rames of evacuees are listed in 
snclosure (1). 

E. De-contamination of the Uarshallese commenced immediately upon em. 
barkation. Routes had been previously established and the de-conta?ina- 
tion teams on station ready to guide the passengers to the da-contamina- 
tion center ( after crevz’s washroom). Clothing was placed in tv:o G.I. ccns 
aft and after a thorough shower clean clothes were readily available at 
the exit. The crzw donated sufficient white and dungaree trousers, 
dwgaree and “T” shirts without which the de-contzzinstion could not have 
been as effective. 

BEST AVAfLABLE COPY 
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9. Yemen and children were billeted in the torpedo room and the 
men provided temporary shelter under a Canvas tarpaulin rigged on the 
01 level betvreen the stacks. Cots were available as seats in both 
locations. The after officer's head and washroom, a short dis- 
tance from the torpedo room was designated for use by the women and 
children. The men had the use of the after crew’s hbnd and washroom. 
The separation of the Marshallose was mandatory due to the limited 
space available in the torpedo room. A continuous 24 hour sentry 
watch, all petty officers, was set at both locations to insure privacy 
and to assist in any requests made by the Mnrshallese. 

10. 
The 
the 
The 
Hot 
oil 

All children were providad milk shortly after da-contaninstion, 
Marshallese went through the regular mess line for meals and had 
same ration as the crew. The meat course was the least popular, 
mejority of the party asked for more soup, bread and vegetables. 
soup was most in demand. Ice cream was the natural favorite of 
the children.. 

11. The contaminated clothing 
n strong soap solution, dried, 
after the party embarked. 

was washed in the ship's laundry with 
pressed and returned within four hours 

12. Sleeping accommodations, although crox*od, were considered adequate, 
Tlzlve (12) cots and two (2) stretchers ware set up in the torpedo room 
and the remnining deck space covered with kapok life jackets. The men 
slept on the fantail under the deck sming. Life jackets proved to be 
corrfort2ble pallets and ar e excellent insulation against warm or damp 
dscks. Kith the above nrranganents each person had a sleeping space. 

13. The P% plon~Commander reported that he thought he ssv some people 
on Eniaetok Island (Rongelap Atoll). A party, including John and Oscar 
&3rum, tha interpreter, landed on this island at 03124R.I. A thorough' 
s?zrch vxs made but no Uarshallase were located. The Xsgistrate insured 
ths search party thclt he was certain tho.t there were no persons there 
since a boat was not nearby. Monitor team readings indic?tad an average 
of 3.02 Roentgens, with a maximum reading of 3.65 Roentgons. IGonitor 
team statistics are included in enclosure (2). It v;as lucky that this 
island was not inhabite>. 

14. Six (6) samples of water taken from wells on Rongclap h?ve barn 
for,vnrded in compliance with reference,(b). Approximzts locations of 
~11s are indicnted.in enclosure (3). 

3 
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15. The ship then procooded to Ailinginae Atoll. The Yagistrato 
believed it possible that’s party was on Enibuk Island, A party wns 
landed, conducted a thorough search but found no one. The ship re- 
mained in the vicinity of Enibuk while the two whale bonts procoodcd 
to Sifo Island, A sloop was sighted anchored in the lagoon off Sifo 
Islmd. The party landed and John the I-’ iapistrate once ngain explainod 
the need for leaving Rongelap. Eighteen P 18) Marshallese ware trms- 
ported from this island. Both this group, snd John, assured the party 
that there were no Msrshallcse on any of the othar islands and the 
evzcuation was considered completed. The sloop was anchored off the 
island in a good lee. The ssme procedures for handling the 18 cvncuoes 
from Sifo were followed as described in the precaeding paragraphs. 

16. The PXLIP departed from kilinginae at 18OOM on 3 M.arch and arrived 
at the Naval Station Kwqj clein at 0830X on 4 March. The Mnrshalloso 
were disembarked during the morning of 4 March end removed to the Naval 
Dispensary. On arrival, the PHILIP was visited by Comzandzr, Ncval 
Station, Kwcj alein, and repreeontatives of Commander Joint Task Force 
SEVEN. 

17. In spite of the willingness of the people to l>ava their homes 
there was understand2ble concern over the safety of the two sloops left 
behind at Rongelap end Sifo. These boc,ts cm a corzunity asset for 
h:uling coprs end returning tho basic food staples, medicines and 
clothing durin g the period that Trust Territory field trip ships cm 
not avail able. Thsrs was a considerable amo-unt of copra in a drying 
shed on Eniaetok and a smcllzr mount on Sifo. It was most dishcartccing 
to the Xagistrate to leav e the copra behind since ha himsolf had propzrod 
the ccpr3 on Eniaetok last week. X11 livestock, including about one 
hundred chickens znd ten pigs vzrre abandoned on Rongelap. TV;@ dogs were 
zlso left on the is1 snd. Since the people were not giver, pz csti;nc;tc of 
the duration of their evo.cu:tion, the concern over the cbovo items will 
no doubt increase as the absence from their homes grows longor. 

16. It is rocomzended that aircraft periodically check the condition 
of the two sloops at Rocgelap and Sifo. It is further rocom?ondad that 
s O”9 considerstion be given to the tr ansfar of livestock, coprn and 
personal belongings on Rongelap, Sifo, Enizetok. There is (I possibility 
thn,t these animals could be of much value for scientific research. 

19. The K::^rshallese were excellent passsng.ers, most cooperative, ncv3r 
demanding and axempl ary in conduct. It was a distinct pleasure for the 
crew of the P3ILIP to have been afforded the opportunity to assist these 
quiet people in the evacuation. 

PiEDjD0E. 
fi K ’ copy to: 

COPIED~DO~inCpncF1t 
L. t~j~ RC CJTF SEVEK G. ‘Z. ALBII? 

I. CTU 7.3.1 
CTG 7.1 
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a LIST OF MARSHALLESE EVACUATED VIA PBM FROM RONGELAP ISLAND 
;N 3 MARCH 1954 

. 

NAME SEX ___AGEz 

1, Lomt3n Mde 66 
2. Kaneno Edale 75 
3. Luinr Female 83 
4. Jelen Mde 70 
5, Koma Female 63 

6. Tibaj Male 
28 

7, Bekiri Female 62 
* 6, Jenet Female 52 

9. Betty Female 6 

10. Rinok Female 
17 

- 11. Almira Female 19 
12. Ellin Femde 24 
13. Luwetak Female 78 
14. Jabwe Male 30 
15. Ant& Male 48 
16. Anjnr Femde 59 

Page 1 of Enclosure (1) 
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A LIST OF u~~H;~LLE~E EMB.~D ABOARD THE uss PHILIP (DDE 498) 
FRGiJ RONGELAP ISLAND ON 3MXH 1954 

N iiME SEX AGE 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 

10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
26. 
27. 
28. 
29. 
30. 
31. 
32. 
33. 
34. 
35. 
36. 
37. 
36. 
39. 
40. 
41. 
42. 
43. 
44. 

.-- 48. 

Naptali 
Fkuialc 
Bolla 
Hainrick 
Zitikos 
John 
Beej 
Jia 
Jcrkon 
Nnrio 
Kitnar 
Saktains 
Herry 
Elio 
Jebcn 
Iroji 
Zinier 
Alet 
Dejen 
Lckij 
Dik 
Joj 
Kiucja 
f:3rta 
Jedra 
Mwenarihi 
Zila 
Rejak 
Mina 
I.;itswa 
Uuje 
Rekko 
zatak 
Zije 
!lina 
Nerje 
Hetsi 
Jimaco 
Hruko 
MWSO 

~~mYy 

Naiki 
Jonita 
Ermita 
Jemlik 
Kiojan 
Niktimos 
Biliet 

Nale 
Male 
Male 
Mcle 
Male 
We 
Hale 
Male 
Mnle 
%le 
kale 
Idale 
Hale 
Male 
Male 
Kde 
Male . 
Male 
ldale 
Hale 
tlile 
&ile 
Female 
Female 
Female 
Female 
Female 

I Female 
Female 
Female 
Female 
Female 
Male 
Female 
Female 
Female 
Female 
Female 
Female 
Female 
Female 
Female 
Female 
Female 
Female 
Female 
Male 
Mzle 

49 
43 
37 
36 
44 
31 * 
30 
20 
15 
12 
7 
7 
6 
5 
4 
13 
2 
2 
2 
1 
2 
4 
59 
53 
50 

33; 
31 
30 
28 
26 
12 
60 

P 
2 
7 

18 
15 
15 
13 
9 
3 
4 
3 
2 

15 
20 ’ 
33 



A LIST OF V%RSHALLESE EMBAPKED ABOARD THE USS PHILIP (DDE 498) 
FRO13 SIFO ISLAND ON 3 MARCH 1954 

NNE SEX AGE 

1. Jojea 
2. Bnul 
3. J&en 
4. Koten 
5. Janoor 
6. Torty 
7. Ape 0. 
8. Jonbok 
9. Jabkeon 

10. Kabe.n 
11. Balking 
12. Biliem 
13. Nameko 
14. John 
15. Kety 
16. Lija 
17. Amon 
18. Kqjim 

IIzJe 35 
Mnle 2 
Male 42 
Mcle 4 
Mcile 57 
Female 55 
Femnle 13 
Female 10 
Female 1 
Female 19 
Female 2 
Femde 12 
Female 16 
Female 2 
Female 16 
Femde 37 
Femde 25 
Femde 35 

Page 3 of Enclosure (1) 



RAD SAF'E RBPORT 
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(Evacuation and Decontamination of Marshallese Natives) 

I. Data: 

3 iIsland ; RE;;~GS:(in;~‘j 
: Time of : 

Inhabited 
WA. 

: Readings I 

ggIRon;alap 
: : t : : 

22: 

: 1473 : 1900 : Yes : 031045!$ : 
: : : : : 

3 
:Enizetok : ;3x)?Z : 3650 ‘: No : 031245M : 

: 
+iEnibuk : 

: 
550 f No 

: : 

G: 
44s : : 031545&l ~: 

z$j:Sifo 
: : 
: 412 : 480 .i 

: : 
Yes : 031715M : 

2 : : : : : : 
Totals : 4 ;----o.---- : 2 : we-_ ; 

DECONT;Q!INATION: (PERSONNEL) 

1. Decontamin&ion readings are as follows: 

Average Readings 

LISUVJD 
: Before :After : 
: Decontamination:Decontsmination : 

: : : : 
: Roqelap : 60 UR/BR : 25 XR/HR : 
: : : : 
: Silo : 40 tlR/HR : 15 XR/HR : 

NOTE #l. Clothin; was slightly contminatad even after do- 
contaminating procedures wore employed due to its 
rough surface and prolongad exposure to radiation. 
However, maximum readings of less than 50 ZR/HR did 
not warrmt discarding women's clothing due to the 
short time it was to be worn, 

CE #2. Decontamination upon leaving the ship: 20-22 
--- -.v.,U ENERGY 

%R/HR. 

Enclosure (2) 



BOTTLiC 

BOTTLE 

BOTTLE 

BOTTLi.3 
BOI'TLd 
BOTTLJ 

RG 326USATOMICENERGY 
COMMISSION 


