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- United States Pacific Fleet
Commander Task Group 7.3
Operation Order USS CURTISS, Flagship
ComTaskGroup 7.3 No. 2-54 Oakland, California
9 January 1954, 1000T

Task Orggnization

(a) T (.30 USS CURTISS (AV-L) CLPT R. E. C. JONES
(t) TU 7e43.1 DesDiv 172 CDR R. E, FRERMAN
USS TWINING §DD-5hO) CDR G, W, MILLER
USS SHIELDS (DD-596) CDR W, S. KERKPATRICK
USS ERBEN (DD-631) CDR W, 4. KiE
USS COLOHAN (DD-658) CDR W. XK. BROCKS

l. General Situation

The USS CURTISS is schedulcd to depart San Francisco 10 January in
company with DesDiv 172 for ENIWETOK under NCSCRG control in accordance with
NC80, San Francisco, Cdlifornia sailing orders No. 18l of 8 January 195L.

» fueling group and relief escorts consisting of ULS MISPILLION and CortDesDiv
12 will rendezvous with TG 7.3 in the vicinity of the Hawaiian Islands at
17170CZ,

Enery Force., CinCPacFlt INST 003360.2B is effective for TG 7.3 which
is considered "other forces as directed!" under Situation One, circumstance b,

Friendly Forcas, Continuous air cover will be provided within 500 miles
of San Francisce, Pearl Harbor and ENIT/ETOK. Operational control authorities
(ComWusScaFron and ComHawScaFron) will make daily estimated position swmaries
(DEFSUMI) on fricndly shipping in the area within 200 miles of CURTISS
position, :

e Mission

[AV]

This gréup will transport and safcguard cocrtain special devices and equiy-
ment from Ser Francisco to the Pacific Proving Grounds.
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3, Tzasks of Subordinate Units

ae CTU 743,0 shalls

(1) assume custody of ad transport certain special devices and
uqulpmcnt.

(2) In event of submarinc contact, take immcdiatce cvasive action.
sAarncuver to present minimum targot.

(3) In cvent of hostile attack by surface ship or aircraft, take
irmodiate evasive and doefensive actien,
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Opcration Order
ComTaskGroup 7.3 No. 2-54

(4) 1in ovent of an umergency, including fire, explosion, collison,
grounding or nnusually heavy weather, takc maximum staps to provent loss of
spceial carge,

(5) 5o proparcd to rofuul DD's onc at a time, cither side.
(6) act as flagship for CTG 7.3.

b, CTU 70301 shall;

{1) Protcct TG 7.3 from air, surfacc and subsurfacc attack bys

(2) Maintaining tho most effective anti-submarine screon .
during passage, unless otherwise directed,

(b) Deoveloping submarine contacts while continuing to provide
meyimum ~SW protection to TU 7.3.0 with remaining ships,

(¢) In cvent of actual or threatened air attack, take air
defonse formation as dirceted,

(d) In cvent of acutal or threatened attack by surface ship,
form two-saip attack group and maintain two-ship ASW screcn for TU 7.3.0,
as direcected.

(2) Be proparcd to rcfucl ID's one at a time, oither side from the
CURTISS.

x. (1) Task units sortic in accordance with Annox 4 - Sortic Plan.

(2) Task units cnter ENIWETOK Lagoon in accordance with Amnox B -
Zntry Plan,

(3) ©Darken ship as dirgcted.BEST AVA"‘ABLE COPY

(L) The formation will be mancuvered to clear all surface contacts
by a minimum of five milcs,

(5) CortDesDiv 12, Capt J, E, Smith, consisting of IPPERSON (LDRA4TSY)
(F)s; CDR N. B, Davis; PHILIP (DDE-498), CDR G. W. Albin; NICHOL.S (DDE-LL9),
CDR J. C. Eliot; and RENSHAW (DDE-4$9), CDR L. H. ilford, will relieve
DesDiv 172 after randezvous with rofueling group.

Le TG 7.3 refucl as dircctod by ComHawScaFron. CURTISS be prope red to
transfcr mail during refucling opcrations,

5. a. Usc zonc Zebra (GCT) timc.
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b. Communications in accordancc with %nclosurc (2) to N&0, San
Francisco sailing orders No. 18l4. Tactical and mancuvering circuits will
bo Ch.l(e) primary and CL.1(b) socondary. In addition, a combat informetion
net, circuit T66, will be manncd continuously by all ships. A1l ships
commence copying Tesk Group 7.3 Common (circuit C3.7(h) day and €3.3(d)
right) upon cntecring Danger Lrea. All circuit designations arc from JiNALP

195(C).

c. Upon arrival INLETOK dissolvo Task Group. CTG 7.3 will dise -

cnberk from the flzgship off Parry Island upon arrival.

d. Ccmmandcr Task Group 7.3 in CURTISS.

H, C, BRUTON
Rear ;cmiral
Commandcr, Task Group 7.3

/7

£ NCX3S
& Sortic Plan
B  Entry Plan

DISTRIBUTION
C\O - copics number 1 and 2
CINCPLCFLT - copics numbor 3 and L
COM.JESSEAFRON - copies number 5 and 6
COME W3E; FRON - copies number 7 and 8

CJTF SEVEN

COMCORTDESDIV 12 (CiPT J.5. SMITH)
CO, USS EPPERSON (DDE 719)
€O, USS PHILIP (DDE L98)

- copy number 11
- copies number 12 and 13 copy #10 t.
- copics number 1l and 15 Wash.D.C.)

copics number 9 and 10 (1 copy, #5
forward; 1

€O, USS NICHOL.S (DDE LL9)
€O, USS RENSHAW (DDE L499)
1250 (SFRIN)
COiFAIR{.1ameda

CC, U3S CURTISS (.V-L)
CTU 7.3.1 (CDR R. E. FREEM.N)
€O, USS TWINING (DD 540)
CO, USS SHIELDS (DD 596)
€O, USS ERBEN (DD 631)

CC, USS COLOH/N (DD 658)
€O, USS PC 1546

- copics number 16 and 17
- copics number 18 and 19
copics number 20 and 21
copius numbor 22 and 23
copics number 24 and 25
copy number 26

copy number 27 and 28
copy number 29 and 30
copy numbcr 31 and 32

- copy number 33 and 3k

- copy number 35 and 36
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ﬁ ' United States Pacific Floot

Commandor Task Group 7.3

Oporation Order USS CURTISS, Flagship
CamTaskGroup 7.3 Noe 2-54 Oakland, Califomnia
9 January 1954, 1000T
snnax A
Sortic Plan

1, a. Generals One cighty (80) foot U. S. Coast Guard Cutter will provide
harbor oscort for CURTISS whilo at Port Chicago and in San Francisco Bay.
DesDiv 172 will provido surfaco oscort for CURTISS upon cloaring channcl,
Spced for sortic of CURTISS will bo 13 knots. Spood for destroyors will be
as dirccted by Scroon Commander, Guide in CURTISS, Formation coursc will be
as dirccted by CTG 7,3. Jnti-submarine screen will be formed whon directed
by CTG 7.3. On foming scroon, scrocning umits will take stations spocificd
by Sercen Commander. CURTISS will pass through Point OBOE at 1101002 January
1954 and at that timo will change spoeod to scoventien knotse

b, Definitions

(1) Roferonco Pointes

Point iBIE boariag three two seven doegrocs, distance one one
zero zoro yaras i MILE ROCKS LIGHT.

Point ¥RLY bearing two five zero degrees, distanco six miles
from Point LBIE.

Point OBOE bearing two two throuc degroes distonce four miles from
Point XRiY.

2ero Hour will be 110015Z,
2, Mission, s in basis plan,

3, Tasks of Subordinate Units

as CTU 74340 (USS CURI‘ISS) .

(1) Vhen RFS in all respocts and when directed by CTG 7.3, get under-
way from Port Chicago on 10 January 1954 and sortic from San Francisco Bay,

(2) 1In tho event of submarine attack during sortic CURTISS tako
evasive action as necessary and rocturn to port,

b. CTU 7.3.1 (ComDesDiv 1721

(1) Tho primary mission of the scrcon in ovent of submarine attack
is to protcet CURTISS.

h=1
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(2) When RFS on or about 1021002, sortie San Francisco Bay. and donducy
anti-sutmariv.e patrol off the scaward cntrance of tho main ship channel cover-
ing 211 large ship approaches.

(3) Vhen CURTISS passocs through Peint XR.Y, and on signal, fom
anti-submarine screen for CURTISS.

x. (1) Rondozvous Point OBCE at 110100Z.

K. C. BRUION
Roar fdmiral
Commander Task Group 7.3

LUTRERTICLTED

o 7 .
W, & CL.RK, CDR
acting Chiel of Staff
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A United Btates Pacific Floot

Commander Task Group 7.3

aration Order USS CURTISS, Flagship
ComTaskGroup T3 No, 2-5L Oakland, California
9 January 1954, 1000T

Entry Plan

1. a, Goneral. USS CURTISS in company with CortDesDiv 12 will arrive off

ENTETOK /toll at about 231800Z. The PC 1546 will atrol off thc antrances
+ta THTWRTOK Tasoon for a poriod of about 12 hours pri r to the arrival of the

W LiNLIVDI VL WSHEVWIE 4V4 @ pVesaVe Ve als 4dd

CURTISS,.
b, Definitions
(1) Refercnce Pointsi

Poipt OBOE bearing zcro nine zcro dopr :as, distance six thous-
and yards from Decp Entrancc channol Buoy No. 2.

Point XRiY boaring onc ong two degrecs, distance two thousand
yards from Decp Entrance channcl Buoy No. 2,

Point ,BLE boaring tw six scven dcgrees, three thousand five
Lundrou yards from Decp Entrence channcl Buoy No. 2,

Point B.KER Safc anchorage selccted by the Commanding Officer,
yBs:GGRTISS i!’l ViCinity Of EBERIRU Islmd' : v-;-\_ /" \‘ LaIL. o ..‘ -.~'f4 o -;'1

r Tk 1"’4) (l)

- .Paint CHRLIE, Tolephons buoy B-1 oft P(xRRY Iq.').and. v Ap

‘:.‘ ' ”) “d 1--—"‘,
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2: Ia.ss:Lon. ‘.s in bas:.c plan G garegnre 107h 0 LIOUT

30 Tasks of Sabordinate UnitS'
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2 (1) 4fter-passing rt}}amugh,,Eomt «BLE proggod-te yicinity-of:PAREY,
Islend end: disembark.CTG, Ts3u0; Then, progeed), vm,lNortha (;-bgnnol tp Point. BAKER
apd anchor; T osane Cooomonosiod of about LI tours votoe o e vl el i

(2) Oﬁ‘ load spccial meterial, as dircetod,

'(’3) “Jpvn canplot:.on off loading opurations proccod tq Puint CHARLIE
s-nd mOOI‘. i AR .(.n"“'-'

(h) off, load ﬂdgitwnal spgcial material, . RPN
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Opcration Order-
ComTask Group 73 Noe 2-5h

(1) ..ftor pasdng Point OBOE discontinuc screen of CURTISS and
scroon antrance until CURTISS is inside lagoon.

(2) Assumc operc.tional control of PC 1516 during entrancc screening
opcrations,

(3) 4ifter CURTISS entcrs lagoon, discontinue screen and enter lagoon.

~ Xe Upon completion of abovc tasks.report to CTG 7.3 for opcrational
control,

H, £, BRUTIN
Renr Jdiniral
Commander Task Group 7.3

&UTHENTICLTED

/.’ . .‘ , ,
H. l..b 3 CL“&M > CDR
«cting Chief of Staff
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