December 7, 1966
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f Bikini Atoll in the Trust Territory of the
removed frcm their home islands in order to
; test purposes. The
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g of the Trust
STy . i D v suésted on num-
grous occosione to be returned o their home. The Trust Territory
government has exp:ained the hazards ol livizz on Zikini and of
using the rescurces of the atoll and its adjecent water areas,
Lot the presence O Azericans living in former -est areas has
mede it clfficult for many Micronesians to understend why the
Zikinil people cennot live safely in the same areas. The entire
matter continces to place the United States in an unfavorable
iight throughout the Territory.
i€ popu:aticn tressures on Kili, where the EBikiniens now live,
is CLEZ = of mainteining a gaticicetory level of
; that the High C the Trust
&t 1t mey soon be necessery once again to
eople. Kili has been & most unsatisfactory
surrounced by a fringing reef. There is no
f the year it is difficelt if not imposcsible
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Zf a further move is necessary, there is no guarantee that the next
island will be any more satisfactory than Kili. There Is a great
ccarcity of unociupled habitable igslands in the Marshalls group.
“ndced there is a limit to how long we can perpetuate the odyssey

of the Eikini peop'e without a decidec.y, end I might acd justificebly,
nfavoretble reaction that could have f£:iv rezching Implicetions.

solioactivity levels are
tO their home &atoll, we she
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with TYespec:t to the feasipili
oI Defense Department recuire

e should greatly &porecizte your having this guestion reviewed by
: riate personnel oI ti ission at the earliest oppor-

tenity end advisiiz us whether, from the realth stendpoint, the
2ikiniens mignt be returned. 1:i there should be some limitationms,
eilth.er 2s to speciiic areas or ac to specific resources, we should

gppreciate your advice concerrning these limitations as well,

Your sympethetic consideration of this recuest will be greatly
eppreciated.
. . T
Sincerely yours, Donﬂ{mentofEﬂng
en
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