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ATCXIC EEIERGY CC!C.IISSIGTJ --L 

QUARTERLY PRGGRRSS REPCRT TO THE JOIrJT CGX~ITTEZ 
ON i\TONIC E?JERGY - APRIL-JUtJ3 1956 

RPport to the General Manager by the Controller 

1. In accordance with the plan outlined in the Chairman's 

letter of August 24, 1955, to Senator Anderson, four classi- 

fied progress reports are to be submitted to the Joint Committee 

on Atomic Energ during each year, as of the end of each 

calendar quarter. 

3 _. The report submitted herewith, for the period April - 

June 1956, is not intended necesserily to be a comprehensive 

summary of all AEC activities, but is primarily to update the 

Program Status Report, December 31, 1955, and the Quarterly 

FroLress Report, January - Narc& 195%. 
D(-ji': ;,_;‘;(;?j-qEs 

3. All material in the report except the summary of 

R5D!!I:iG results has been xritten as of J'xe 30, 1956. LIOS t 

develo&ents occurring after the June 30 date can and probably 

should be held for the July - Septembe:- report. However , if 

it appears that there are more recent 

importance to be added to the repcrt, 

acccrplished by the use of footnotes. 

4. Appendix 'A' contains porticns of the report bearing 

a classification of SECRZT or lcwer. Part II - Special Xuclear 

Xien separated fror, enclosures 
handle this doc*xent as,,.,,.. 



Materials and Part III - Weapons are being distributed as 

separate staff papers and are TOP SECRET. 

5. As In the past, Part III - Weapons will be printed as 

2 sep2rate TO? SECRET document'to facilitate strict control 

of its distribution. The remainder of the report will be 

printed as two docuner.ts: one, containing Part II - Special 

Nuclez Ilaterials, will be TO? SECRET and will receive only 

slig;htl y wider distribution than the \!eepor.s report; tile other, 

contE!.ning heither Part II nor Pa-t III, ~111 be SXR3.T and 

Will be printed for distribution axmg the Cor.::.issicn's 

prir.cipal stafl". Distribution of these dccwents xi 11 'o.e In 

accordance with lists approved by the General Kenager. - 

r c. The Divisions of R:w Xaterlels, Production, FXlit2ry 

.",cc 1 i c 2 t i on , _ _ Reactor Developnent, Civilian Application, Research, 

Biology and Medicine, and International Affairs have clea?ed 

the sections of the report relating to 

a.ctiv:ties. 
5 

7. The General i.:rna,cer reco~~~~~!s 

Corxission: 

a. Apwove, for transzlttal to 

thzt the Atczic Energy 

t'he Joint Cc~.lt',ee *. . . 
on Atonic Energy, the re;xt attached 2s .Appen5'_?r. "A", 

and Part II (Special i!uclea.r ;~>kriels) 2nd ?a-'; III 
[!eapor,s) being circulated 2s .::c: 12g/56 2nd F.EC 1q/67, 

respectively. . 

b. Note tixt the printed ~epont will,,_j; trzns~ltted 

to the JCAE by letter such as :ppend.ix a . 

When separated frc- er.clos:xes 
har.dle bhlS dcclizsnt as,.,.... 
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PART VII 

BIOLOGY A.KD NZDIClXE 

Radiation Shielding a7d Correlative Biology (UNXASSIFED) 

A survey group visited Hiroshim and Nagasaki, Japan, in April to 

obtain first-hmd iaformtion on shieldiug data collected by the Atdc 

Bomb Casualty Comnission on individuals exposed to the atozk detonations 

of P.u$pXjt 1945. The data r;ay be used in laboratory and full-scale field 

tests in the United States to develop better estizates of the radiation 

doses received by Individual Jarpszese. 

'n'ea_oor Effects 

Technical assistame -<as provided for activities related to 0-pera- 

tion REDXIXG. Y!z>ers & the biology .azd medicine staff served vith the -- 

Joint Office of Test I&orEation for the t-do shots for uncleared observers 

ard on the Advisory Panel to the Test Director to advise on radiological 

xatters. Dwing tbz tests, the Comission's Xex York Eealth azd Safety 

Laboratory corducted aerial s~urveys in the test area to assist surface 

ships in delireatizg fallout patteras as early as possible. The aerial 

radiological noritoring equipxent used was stiilar to that demonstrated 

in 0-eration AX.5 in the 1955 test series at the Rev.&a Test Site. Liai- -Y 

SGE i;ss.elso pro;_ided bet i;een Jo&t Task Force 7 and representatives of 

the PeTeral Civil Lefense AtiEiStratios. ;'i,Lj _'.';:C_F-rT?Cr, -_. 

Larger uzz3ers of veapz test reports Yere expected to be released. 

As roted in the Rireteenth Seziarzual Report, fs effort ~55 tie in the 

1955 ueapoa test series to =rite cea_mn test reports in a ccrpletely uz- 

clvsified forr. Seventeen of the 37 prelizizary civil effects test 

reports vere iss,;ed as ~cl~sil"id, ati 211 even higter proportion of the 

fw reports vi.l_l be issued as usclassified docuzezts.\ Se-;eral hur,d.red 

classified reports fro= earlier test series vi11 be declassified azd re- 

leEsed vten the revised ARC-De,set- p Gmnt of Defense Classification Guide 

is issued. 

” .*__ 



'West Coast Fish )?onitoricg 

The U. S. Food d Drug tilnistratlon in April tegtcl a routine 

spot-checkirg of all species of fish ceught in the Pacific to check for 

the presence of radioactlvity. The need. for the monitoriag programs vas 

discussed by representatives of the State Departmat, the Food iwl Drug 

Administration, the Japanese E;ibassy, aad the Co&ssion. FDA represent- 

atives stated that the mnitorlng pzogrzm falls vithin their statutory 

respoonsibility to deter&e that all 1Eported focnis are fit for hunan con- 

surnption. The Japanese representatives conteaded that the Japanese people 

night be disturbed to learn that similar precautions vere not being taken 

for their protection. lie i&iWtiVity ha.13 been detected in fish since 

FDA monitoring began. 

Cozzittee oh Respiratory Protective Equipzent 

Steps vere takea ia April to ia-;estigate the a&e;:azy of rcspir- 

Etory protective equipznt.us&l in atoric eoer6y plaats. A col'ittee ~8-5 

establisted to st.udy the problem am3 to suggest tiprorezexts i_a ecui_=ent. ^ 

Yezbzrs of the coszittee are AEC contractor persomel. 

*ezature AgFcg a.4 Life Shortening 

stI2dieE viere cortiraed to deterrize how radiation coztribufes to 

preE:sture aging and life shortezizg Fc aai-z.ls and huzazs. These StUdkE 

r.q reveal the biological ~~~'cdsas involved Znd the relative effective- 

T;ess of large single exposures as op_posed to continuous or repeated ~2Ll.l 

UKX&4SSDED 
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1. Transmitted herewith is the Atomic Energy Commission's 

Quarterly Progress Report for the period April - June 1956, vhich 

is intended prim2rI.l~ to updzte the Frogran Status Report, December jl, 

1955, 2d the Quarterly Progress Report, January - F!!ch 1956. The 

next such report WIIZL cover the quarter endIng September 30, 1956. 

2. As in the past, ue have prepsred our re_port 2s two se-&ate 

docents in order to fscilitate the safegarding of fLnform2tion on 

the -deh_3311~ progrea. 
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