UNITED STATES
ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON

OFFICE OF THE CHAIRMAN

Jamary 11, 1954
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Memorandum For General Fields

Vr, Strzuss discussed the attached
letter with the President this morning and
you will note that the President initialed
and okehed both pages of it,
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John Mackenzie
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UNITED STATES
ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION

WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

AUTLIN R . 3 v 4

. u. s 2
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Dear Ifr, President: DOCUMENRT

. A5/

This letter is written to obtain approval for executing théafull—
scale atomic test program planned to btegin on iarch 1, 1954, and
scheduled to extend through April 1954, at the Pacific Froving
Grounds., CASTLE, the code name assigned to the operation, has
been planned in coordination with the Department of Defense and
that agency has designated Joint Task Force SEVEN to support the
Atomic Energy Commission in the execution of the test. The
Department of Defense has coordinated with the Atomic Energy
Commission in formulating a weapons effects program which will
be executed in conjunction with the test series. It is planned
to detonate not more than seven shots in the CASTLE series.

DOE ARCHIVES

zspects of the ser" es, EOr
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The short te, ]

tne tner.xcnuclear ;rograr sd s'woald proude answers 'bo prablens
indicating the direction of development in the next generation
- of thermonuclear weapons., gﬁ.
\.

Ay A brief ueccr"‘""‘ of each of .l"e
eapon= tc be tested is atieched as enclesure to this letter.
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Arproval s requested for *i.e CASTLS firll-scale tes’ series at

the Pacific Proving Grounds bbclrnmg in I'zrch 193). It is
raquested also that specific avthority te giver to (a) fire wp

to seven shots as above outlined and (b) teo exrend the fissicnable
and fu519nable materlal rzquired 1n aprroximate a.wunte as follows:

The President
The Thite Youse
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The President

In the event that it should become necessary to increase the amounts
of fissionable and/or fusionable material to the extent of not more
than ten percent beyond the amounts given above, it is requested
that the abcve authorization include approval for such increase
without further reference to your office, '

Enclosures

Description of Thermonuclear
Weapon Prototypes and Devices
for Test at CASTLE
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Respectfully yours,

ity

Lewis L. St
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