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Memorandum FOG &neral Fields 

I&-. Strauss discussed the attached 
letter with the President tinis morning end 
you will note that the President initialed 
and okehed both pages of it. 

c 

32 4 
John E!ack&zie 

*.. ._ :a. 
: __ . . -%- 

.: 
_ .c .- : 

-. . . 
.I.... . . 

. ..’ ’ 

‘.. _ .‘‘,: _ , ‘. :, 
: . . ..- .i . _. 

:. 
. - - * 

.’ ‘.  ̂

_ : :.._. --I: :: * US DOE ARCKWES .’ 
_ 

-RG 
326 US ATOMIC ENERGY 

r-y 

i 
1 CoIlecfion 

SECRET-r 

! 

I 
Box 4929 
Folder 7 CB%~ bM.3 -._ I 

? 

. 

. 

-: ._ _ _ - - .._ ._. _ 
-. _ . . _-- - .‘. . 

. _. -. -_ . . - 



UNITED STATES 

ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION 
WASHINGTdN 25. D. C. 

7 ‘. 
8 

_-’ 
. . 
F. 

-1. 
. . 
i’ .-_. ; 

. 

Dear X2. President: 

This letter is written to obtain approval for executing the full- 
scale atomic test program planned to begin on ibrch 1, 193, and 
scheduled to extend through April 19!5&, at the Pacific Proving 
Grounds. CASTLE, the code name assigned to the operation, has 
been planed in coordination with the Department of Defense and 
that agency has designated Joint Task Force SZVEX to support the 
Atomic Energy Commission in the execution of the test. The 
Department of Defense has coordinated with the Atomic Energy 
Commission in formulating a weapons-effects program which till 
be executed in conjunction with the test series. It is planned 
to detonate not more than seven shots in the CAST 

ects of the serie 

em: aspects 0 
the the,r..ncnuclear progra-, zld should prcvide anwers to problens 
indicating the direction of develop.r.ent in the next generation 
cf thermonuclear x-e&pons_., 
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‘.E<ef descrlpt'zr 3 each of 'h c' _e . -- .__ 
;:capons tc be tested is 3tL,cZhed as enclksure to ?his letter. 

_k~provalTi3 requested fcr ?.i_e CX33 fill-scale tes’_ ser2es at 
i2-z Pacific Proving Gr:un~s beginning 3n :~ercb 19%. It is 
requested also that. sptci_"ic authority be given to (a) fire up 
to seven shots as above outX.ned and (b) to eqend t‘ne fissionable 
az~d fusionable material rquired in approxirr.ate aounts as follows: .-. - ___._ -. -- 

The President 
The Lhite Souse 
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The Prcsidcnt -2. 

In the event that it should become necessary to increase the amounts 
of fissionable and/or fusionable material to the extent of not more 
than ten percent beyond the amounts given above, it is Rquested 
that the abcve authorization include approval for such increase 
without fvurther reference to your office. 

Respectfully yours, 

Enclosures 
Description of Thermonuclear 
i?eapon Prototypes and Devices 
for Test at CASTI 
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Lewis L. Strauss 
Chairman 


