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Hkrewith is the 
Advisory Committee, held in Washington on March 

. , 

All members were in attendance. _ 

We wish to thank the Cammission and its staff for their cooperation 
in supplying background information for the subjects which we considered, 
and in arranging for the attendance of staff and of Drs. Froman and Mark 
of the Los Alamos Laboratory, who greatly aided the deliberations of our 
Committee at this meeting. We attention to: (1) the 
results of the Castle tests of (2) the problems of f-7 

i - c 

production of fissionable mate ium and lithiuxc-6 -- 
were discussions of the problems raised 1 ( 

thermonuclear weapons; (3) the problems of the i !-. 

specific aspects which will be detailed 
the question which the General _j 

Manager directed to us on the subject of the boiling water reactor. 

We also discussed at length the use of the Nevada Proving Grounds 
for further tests. Our conclusions in this.matter are being forwarded 
to you in 8 separate letter. 

P% ry gratified with the results o 
ARQP;;$:i';3 

These tremendously successful test: 
-+. 

concern expressed in the last report of 
ughgoing change which seemed to 

be necessary in the materials requirements as a result of the DOD request. 
We now feel as a result of our meeting t&t our objectives can be met . 

without any serious disfuption$ of the main parts of the program. We 
that the Commission.will find some appropriate way to express the 

!B&iz ch we all owe to the Los Alamos Laboratory for their brilliant 
a\ch.iev&ments in the defense of our country. 
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(2) From o 
that the problems which have bee 
incidencg and’effecte 
result'of the Castle 
for the’ production o 
greatly didi33hhea. 
'thn 
more ace.iirately the 
nectionj’ the GAC fel 
of U-233# at 1easC 
meeting, because it seems 15 
arise again in connection wi 
the properties of U-233 as a weapon material are well worth exploring? 

(3) Research _ 

a) We .were very much concerned at the reduction in the budget 
for research wh3ch was made in the ,House Appropriations Committee and 
fervently hope that the budget will be restored to the requested, amount 
of $4.2 million. The increase in the research facilities of various 
-laboratories, both on-site and off-site, and the general improvement 
of the level of research both in quality and quantity make this cut 
appear very unwise at the present time. The necessary overhead ex- 
penses, which must increase as the facilities themselves increase, are - 

such that a budget cut would mean the elimination of researches in the 
on-site laboratories which are of great importance to the whole research 
program. It will surely be agreed that the great. increase in the Com- 
mission* s program, both in magnitude and variety, should be reflected _ 

by an appropriate increase in the research effort. -- 

b)‘ We have previousiy had occasion to remark on the excellence 
of the Joint ONR-ARC program in nuclear physics. tie recommend that the 
Commission try to find ways and means30 continue UiE program, at least 
at the old level, without the expenditure of longevity funds h*ich are 
so important for the stability of a rasearch program in the university 
envirotient. . 

c) It has always been difficult to obtain sufficient effort 
directed towards research leading to methods of isotope separation. 
The GAC f?els.that the Commission should be very responsive .to proposals 
from Comm?!ioratories or other research organizations for research 
in this field. . ~0% ARCHIVES 

d) The CAC had the opportunity of discussing with the General. 
Manager the Commission policy with respect to the employment and admit- 
tance of aliens to unclassified research in Coasiiission 1aboratorie.s. We 
feel that ~&i.ic~adoptedby~he_ Commiesion-is--s.L~ery,good one. How- 

-- ,_._sYar.;- 
:_..,tr . . . -2 .__.. eyer, IL has come %o our attention that in practi_ce the implementation of 

. *--5-= 
this policy suffers from .wry long delays in PEC action oh requests for 
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appiroval . Theae delays are frustrating to laboratory personnel and . 
admlnistration and very. ofteti result in the ,bMbcessary lose of effi- 
ciency arid good will4 We ho’ 6 that the dommissloh policy will be 
promulgate+ to the laborato xe -F%- 6oncerned and that decisions with regard 
to approval cab be made moIce p+dmptiy in the future, . . 1 

. . . . . . . . * 
. (4) During the month of July, the Subcommittee on Reactore, Material8 

a+!d Production intends to make a series of visits to’itarioue sitee, in- : 
eluding the Argonne National Laboratory, in order to be able to comment ’ 
on questions raised by the General Manhger with regard to reaCtor develop- 
ment and to the boiling. water reactor in particular. Later in the same 
month, the Weapona Subcommittee intends to visit Lba Alamoa, Saridia and 
possibly Liver-more to discuss recent developments and pliinb for the 
future. 

The next meetfng of the GAC will be held in Washington on May 2’7$ 
28, and 29, 1954. In the meantime, the members of the Committee, -dlJ. 
continue to be available to the Cotission for any problems which may 
arise. 

Sincerely yours, 

. - 
. 

I. I. Rabi 
Chairman . 


