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19 September 195 7 L-16406 

D r .  Charles L. Dmhan, Director 
Division of Biology and Yldiciae 
U. S. Atomic Energy Cornmission 
Washington 25, D.C. 

D e a r  Dr. Dunham: 

M r .  Strauss  has written me a l e t t e r  concerning the Japa- 
nese fisherman who died subsequent t o  radiat ion exposure 
during Castle-Bravo. 

In a book which D r .  Tel ler  and I we writing on the gen- 
e r a l  subject of radioact ivi ty  w e  have s t a t e d  t h a t  the 
fisherman died  "presumably due t o  radiat ion exposure." 
Mr .  Strauss indicated that the ac tua l  cause of death 
was h e p a t i t i s  and probably unrelated t o  the rad ia t ion  
dosage. D r .  Teller and I would be extremely grateful 
to you if you have any fu r the r  d e t a i l s  or comments concerning 
t h i s  incident.  

Sincerely yours, 

Albert  L. Latter 
Physics Division 
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