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SUBJECT: Japanese Nete of October 5, 1954, Concerning United States Tests

i—_ The cc=nents of the 2EC on the Jepanese note regerding further therao-
nuclear experiments, as iransmitied in the Departmert's Imstruction A-448,
have been considered by the Embassy in the light of developrents which
have occurred since the Foreign Office note wes received, There include
the settlerent of the Fukuryu ¥zru {ncident and recent press notices to
the effect that the autum tests in the Pacific have been ¢called off,

The Extz2ssy fully ‘zgrees with the Deparirent that it would be ined=~
visable to reopen the entire subject at this time by transmitting to the
Japaacse Goverrnent the latest :EC opinicn regerding presaxtionary reasirice
This 1s pez*icularly true in visw of the fact that, fron the Japerecse
point of vizw, the Camrission's reply does not seem to give sufficiest
consideration to the unfortunstie results of the last test., Also; rentlcn
of the poszibility of resuzption of tests in the Pacific would prebebly
have an adverse effect’ on public opinicna here. '

For the Arbessaior

— George A, lorgam
= Ccunselor of Lpbessy
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References Embnssy's telegras BL9, Ootober 8, 1954 and Ewbassy Despatch
: 468, October 1l, 1954, -

The Japanese Note enoclosed with the despatch under referonce ww
referrod. fo the AEC with the request for comment and suggestions as to
vhat reply should be made, There follows the text of the Coailssion's
replys .

1, The present ovérseas testing site was selocted after thorough
considération of many possidbilities. "It was sclected bocause it
'as deternined to be the location farthest from populatsd areas
where the likelihood of hazard to personnel would be minimized,
and still avalilable to the United Statos Government,

The Unitod States has kept it3 nuclear experiszsntation to & level
corsictent with defonce nceds. No test is held which dozs not con
tribute materially to the defense posture of the United States ard
to the maintenance of internationsl peace, Any teésts which are ¢o
ducted in the future will, &s in the past, be exocuted on tht‘):;;g;
of requiremonts dictated by com-on defenss needs, et ot &~

. epaT g OCR
In all future tests, knowledze which has been gainet'Tron past ex-
periences will be utiliced to mininize hazards of all typzs. is
is in acccrd with pormal operating procedures of the Atonde Energy
Co~zission and a2ll United Stciss nilitary services.

2. Concerning notification to the Japanese Governuent of dates cn
w..ich future tests will take place, the United States Govermaent,
because of security reasons, can do no nore than give tho Japane:a
the benefit of information cortzined in general announce-anis of
test activity. This information will be conveyed at the sana tire
that the Anerican people are inforced.

3. Prior to any future tests; a danger area similar in scope to
the cne estezblished after the March 1, 1554 detonation will be
established. As has btesn the practice prior to all past tests;
public discexination of the extent of the dinger area will be
widespread. —
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