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More-on Eniwetolk o

lermcry so that the rclnoxhtauon program could get
undenvay. .

According to the joint annmmccmcn't, it will be
necessary to carry out the same type of survey, cleanup
and rchabilitation procedures that have becn used at
Bikini. **As an initial step,” the annourcement said, “the
U.S. plans to commence the survey of the atoll piobably
lIate this sumnier. The cleanup and rehabilitation of the
three islands--Parry, Japtan and Aniyzenii-in  the
southcastern part of the atoll, will receive first priority.”

Prior t0 the return of Eniwetok to Trust Territory
jurisdiction by the end of 1973, the announcement szid,
“the United States is completing some research and
develcpment testing on the atoll which will not involve
fuuclear detonations of any type. These tests will in no
way interfere with an early commencement of the

- sehabilitation process and will be completed by the end of
1973.” .
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The M/V Pacifica left Koror late fast month for 1
Southwest Islands of Patzu District, on the regular fic

Arip. However this trip is a special one for the islanders

Sonsorol, Tobi, and Pulo Anna, and hzs been ¢stbb
’Operation Southwest” by the district administration.

.The rezson is that the ship is carrying materials ar
men to construct long-awaited public buildings at thw
three locations. On board the ship are two prefabricst
dispensary buildings, one for Sonsoro! and the other {
Tobi, and a municipal building for the island of Pu
Anna. '

The construction operation is the largest of its kin
ever staged in Palau District. The M/V Pacifica is carryi
a team of ten men for each of the three islands. The
teams will assist in unloading the supplies, and will th
remain on the islands for about five to six wee
completing construction of the buildings. The teems ¢
composed of men from the District Public \Wor
Department, the Community Development Rivision, a
the military Civic Action Team in Palau.
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The residents of Kayengel Atoll, zbout sixty miil
north of Koror, Palou, have seized another foreiga fishi:
vessel. It is the sccond time in less than a yoar that €
Keyengel Islanders have apprehended a ship for aileged
violating the vsaters around their istands.

The latest incident occurred when a boat flying
Nationalist Chincse flag was spotted within th2 thres-mi
limit, apparently fishing. The residents vho saw the bo
notified a Trust Territory Government beat which v,
doing chiannel blasting in the vicinity, and the governmer
boat picked up the Kizgistrate and several men from t!
village. Yogathier they boarded the Chinese ship, scized he
for violation of territorial waters, and held her un:

" district officials could! arrive.

On September 16, 1971, the residents of Kayeas
soized an Okinowan <hip within their termitarial swater
That ship was. later found guilty of itiegal entry ar
fishing within the threc-mile fimit, and bier ovners hod t
pay a subistentiaf fine belore the slup was released,
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orrsck OF THE HIGH COMMISSIONER

TRUST TE.RRRTORY OF THE PACIFIC ISLANDS
> -

**  SAIPAN, MARIANA ISLANDS

-US to Return,

Badeadn b Eot 2 S0 DO
.

: High Commissioner Edward E. Johnston and U.S.
g\mbaésador Franklin Haydn Wiiliams have issucd 3 joint
?-nnounccment indicating that the United States
i Sovernment is prcparcd to return Eniwetok atoll 10 the
'H’mst Territory at the end of 1973, B
! Eniwetok atoll is one of the areas of the Marshall’
}Hslands District where the United States has been involved
in defense research and development projects since 1846,
The people of the atoll were relocated to other islands-in
ithe Marshalls, and had recently 2nnounced their
‘intention to return to theisr home islands Ly the end of
‘this year. . : H

In their statement High Commissioner Johnston and
:Ambassador Willioms said that future Micrenesian land
needs of the Department of Delense were set forth in the
hhxrd round of status negotiztions which tock place in
Hawau last year. “There Ambassador Williams stated that
m regard 10.. . security refated land requirements in the
Marskalls, the need for rescarch and development
aciivitics a3t Kwajalein would not disappear in the
forseeable future.”” The statement added, however, that
Ambassalor Williams further noted that “’it may someday
‘Become possible to consolidate our testing activities in the
Pacific a'\d concurrently reduce our land interests in the

}arshalls.’

" egencics in the United States government ever since the,

hi

Tha announcement said that the status of Eniwetok
has been under study by the various departments and

possiblility of returning Bikini Atoll was first consitlered.
Over the years, the Depzriment of Defense has been

f el u,:"@ Heo)

striving to bring its work on Eniwetck to a close. {Now)"

\ i

ate [’"mwe tole

the  United States governmunt has in fact been able to -
structure its research plans and programs in such a way to
permit an early return of the 2toll to the pnop(e oi
Enivetok.”

High Commxsssoner Johnston telephoned Mursh..'*s
District Administrator Oscar DeBrum late Tuesdey

. (April 18} to announce the return of the atoll, and

indicated that the U.S. goverament ang  the Trust
Territory administration will begin immediately to work
with the people of Eniwetok ona timetable and other
plans for a rehabilitation program.
In this regard, the HiCom noted thet Deputy Hngh
Commissioner Peter T. Coleman was to accompany
Ambassador  Williams on his trip. through the ecastern
districts, ending in Majuro where he had scheduled
meetings with Eniwetokese at the district center. Coleman
also planncd to overfly the Enivvetok complex on his way
to an inspection of Bikini atoll, where the 2griculturzl
rehabilitation of that former atomic testing site is now
being closed out. .
The HiCom said that at some future dzte the leaders of
Enivetok wiil be invited to Bikini to obsarve the
rehabilitation program there in acticn. He said further
that the people of Eniwetok will be consulted at every
siep along the way in the rehabilitation program
DistAd DeBrum said that he was deeply grf.tefu! to the
High Commissioner and Ambassador Willtams for their
long and hard eflorts to expedite the return of the atoll to
. the people. He said he looked fonvard to the meetings
with Deputy HiCom Coleman and to beginning the
planning for the reversion of Eniwetok to the Trust

During “Promotion Ceremonics” held April 21 at the TT

+ schoal of Nursing, Mrs. Coleman, veife of the Doputy High
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Commissioner, pins a cap on Miss Theodora Joseph
{Truk). Fifteen girls received caps during the ceremonies.
Mrs. Kicke Sigrah of the nursrng school staff vatches at
left
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{continued on page 27

Eleven male nursing students received badges during the
“Promotion Ceremonics.” Shovwmn in the picture is birs
Coleman pinning a badge on Celeb Calely [Llarshialls). Thi
particular ceremony makes these siudznts full-fledge
member of the TT RNursing School
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