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Aillyn H. Seyaour

AVAILABILITY OF BONGELAF DATA
STHBOL:  BHES:ANS

In reply to your imquiry ebout the sbove meatiomed subjoct the
foliowing couments ars offexad.

Pr. Dunning's repoxt swesarizes the dats through 1956. GSince
that time three "yudisobiclogical surveys” have been made -

July, 1957; Mazch, 1958; and September, 1958. Mo foximal reports
cosbining all the observations from oms trip into ons report has
been made but sections of data have bemm completsd mnd submitted
te DEM,

The University of Yashingros ssawess that part of its respounsibiiicy

in the Rengelay progras &3 to provida inforastiom to UBM from vhich =,
Dr. Duening can evalusts the bsalth hazard to the Romgelapese of

eating the local food itams. Yurthersore it assumes that the

recommendations sad suggpestions made by DB previcus to the retwrn

of the natives in Juns, 1957 still prevail aspecially since all the

data for the last three survays show mo incresse in rediosctivity-

ia fact the decline has hesn sbeut as expacted sand can be reasonsbly

well predicted.

All ths Rongelap data from ths University of WHashimgtom i3 on file
ia tha Environmsntal Sciences Branch and has aise been sent to

bx. bDanning.
Datas received since 1956 s &s follows:
Description of data Bete Received Date cc ment to Dumning
Roﬁclw ciets (ileld 1tx, 7 pp 9/25/58 direct from Beld
¢s!37 4n Datly Rations of Foods  12/10/58 12/10/56
Crowa st Romgelap Atoll (6/58)
Survey Meter Reading at Rongelap 4/9/58 4/9/58
Feb-Mar, 1958

!
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Bats Received Dage CC semt to
Dunming
3:% (o the Muscle of Lend Crads 7/20/58 1/20/36

Colledted at Rongelap Atoll (for
1956,57 & Mex. 358)
Crass J.sctivity of Domgelap, 7/20/58 1/20/58
Eabelie, snd Eniwetok Islamd
is (a2 1" Incresmats tv 9°.)

S5r*Y {n Sceuals leaves from T/20/5%%6 1/20/56
Atoll - 7/57 - 37358

St in Bons Sswples frem Aats Hay, 1958 5/14/58

Cgéhetaﬁ at Rompelsp laland, 3/38

8" in Pig Boms collected at June, 1955

Rgsde Island, Hex '3

$c*V 4in Sksltons of Land Cxade Juae, 1958

collected st Romgelap. July, 1956
¥, 1957 and Haxrech 1958

Sr™ ia the Liver of Land Crabe Getobex, 1936 10/14/58
Collsctad a2 m Atoll
July '56, July '57, Maxch 'S8

Average VYaluss of Survay meter Resdings eztok:. 1956 10/14/58

on Land at Bomgslap and Rebells Ialands

{for & suxrveys frem Mex '54 to Mg ‘58

Gross bata dctivity of fat snd mom-fat Octobex, 1956 10/14/58
fracrions of cocomut crad liver cellected

at Rongelap, Hmxch, 1958,

iu addition two xeports rvelative to Rongelap have been preparsd: UPL-5S,
Radicbiological Studies of the Fish Collected at Rompelep snd Allingaise
Atolls Jely, 1937, and Merch, 1%53; Dii¥1-56, The Occurrencs of Aatimcny-
125, Euxopiwe-~1355, Irow-353 and ethes Radionuclides in Rougelasp Atell Seil.
Both of these reports were sulmitted to Osk Ridge im spril 1938 for
publication. #56 was received Jamusry, 1959; #3535 {3 yet te de published.

The astatus of the Rongelap data was also been zeviawed in two recemt memos;
one of June 19, 1958 ¢to Ix. Dumning sod ths other of September 24, 1938 to
Dr. Potis. A copy of thess twe mewos sre attached,
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Before I left the Jxanch I told Dxr. Dunning that upeon axxival st the
Untversity of Rashington the laboratory would assembls inm oue packags
and pressnt im rspoxt form the information froo the lsst three field
txips. This has not bess dons bacauss there was & large backlog of
Rongalap samples €o he counted and I becsum occuppied with othex parts
of the Laboratory's program. (The wourually large backup of sasples
for counting was occesiomed by slectronic difficuities with the maling
weits), Withia the last ton days counting has been completed om

in plants from the Merch 1958 colliection sad Sr¥% ia the skeictom
miscle and liver of coromet crabs fronm the Septesber 1955 collection.
Vesdliesa to say thess date are unreported. Couplstad but not yet in
finsl form for subsission to LBM are data on the decline of radivectivity
of raceatly collectad ssmples of Plankton, fish and lsgoom bottom from
Rongelep. The reporting of this and other intormetiom we the last three
collections cam ba made the sumber one ordar of business in vhich west
ths report would ba svailable in about s momth.

Nrs. Sullivan wow knows wbers the Rongelsp data are filed. Imtegratiom
of the Xomzelap filed with other Mranch fiies is meudad and would make
the information woxe roadily availabie,

ces  Br, Dusham
Bx. dunning
Dr. Ssymoux

Seymour :dpb
1/19/59



