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STATEMENT OF UNDERSTANDING -
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GOYEITTENT OF THE UNITED STATES

AXL THE GOVERNMENT OF THE TRUST TERRITORY OF THE PACIFIC ISLANDS

MOVE OF TRY ¥IPLE OF WININT I1SLA D, AUGUST, 1978

FRRed VAR N
1. On August 11, 1978, the Undersccrerary of the Department of the
Interior, James A. Josephl, the Deputy Undersecretary, wWallace Green, and
3. the Director of the Office of Territeorial Affairs, Ruth G. Van Cleve,
journeyed to Bikini Island to meet with its current residents. The purpose

of their meeting was teo convey information on the subject of the forthcoring

o. wmove by the people of Bikini Island to Kili Island, and to respond to ques-

7. tions and hear concerns put to them by the people of Bikini Island. They

8. had earlier, on August 7, held a similar meeting with former residents of

3. Bikini who now reside on Kili. The High Commissioner of the Trust Territory
10. of the Pacific Islands, Adrian F. Winkel, had been prevented by bad weather
11. in Saipan from joining in the visit to Bikini Island, but he had earlier met
12. with the people of Bikini, o= well as with other Bikinians on Kili.

i3.

14. In 1946, the people oI Bikini were removed from their atell by the

15.

U. S. Navy in order to enzble the United States to use the atoll for a

16. nuclear testing program vhich lasted until 195B. The islanders were moved

17. first to Rongerik, then to Kwajalein, and ultimately to Kili. 1In the late

18. 1960's, it appeared that lcvels of radiation on Bikini atoll were such that

19. the people could return to and use a number of the major islands of the atoll.

20. Beginning in 1969, a clean-up of the atoll and a rehabilitation program was

71 begun.  In the early 31970°'s. scro. %iVvini people were emnloved in the prafect
and toe Doionl 18 Tnd oy wicticn satecazed Lo appreximaiely 1= in isio. o

23. 1977, the intake of radicnuclides by the people living on Bikini Tsland hal

24. increased to alarming proporrions, and a majer feeding proprem was insti-

25. tuted,

April, 197B surveys showed that the fecding program had not resulted
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in a decicase in the radionuclide body burden. The Department of the
Interior decided, in the light of the evidence presented by the Departmont
of Energy, that the people living on Bikini should be moved at the eariiest
possible date. An aerial/radiological survey currently underway and other
raciolozical tests on Bikini beinrg conducted by the Department of Energy

will determine whether Bikini atoll can, in the foreseeable future, be

considered 38s a home for the Bikini people.

Among the requests of the people of both Bikiri and Kili vas a
request for a statement in writing of the understandings tha! the repre-~
sentatives of the United States conveved during thuse meetings and of the
commitments that those representatives were willing to make. The follov—

ing are intended to respond to the principal concerns then and there

expressed.*

Mr. Joseph and Mrs. Van Cleve, on behalf of the Government of the
United States, and Mr. Winkel, on behalf of the Government of the Trust

Territory, offered the following assurances:

1. The Government of the United States considers itself generally
responsible for the well being of thc Bikini people and their descendents
and, following consultation with them, the Government of the United States
will seek to arrange their relocation, permanently, in the wost satisfactory
nanner possible. The Department of the Interior will undertake to obtain

such authority and such resources as may be required in order to meet -and

ot Ay dEse, 00N ST the Bivind oo PEIE rozecoce, the fowt
vilicers roierved to ablove were involved in 2 najor airplane accident
off the coast of Guam. Although they were among the survivors, their
notes taken at the meetings sunk with the airplance. This statement.
drafted by Mrs. Van Cleve on August 15 at the Cuan Naval BHospitzl is

intended to be as full as recollections permit, but in the circumstances
it may not bhe completc.
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discharge this responsibility. The Department of the Interior will call upon
cther agenciec of the United States Government to assist it, particuicrly the

Departoent of Energy, so as to assure that, among other things, the medical

needs of the current residents of Bikini Island continue to be met.

1. Because Kili Island has, un:.l recert weeks, been regarded as
soiely a temporary relocation site for the people of Bikini, the Governments
have never undcrtaken to construct permanent facilities there, nor to improve
sigrnificantly any of the existing Kili facilities. It is nov known that
bikini Island will not be fit for human habiration for decades to come, and
on the basis of the most recent scientific information, it arpears that Eneu
Island, in the Bikini Atoll, will also be unavailable for settlement, In
the circumstances, the Governments understand that some of the Bikini people
will choose to remain on Kili indefinitely, and the Governments will accord-

ingly undertake a program for the permanent rehabilitation of Kili.

III. It is not yet possible to develop a permanent rclocation plan
for the people of Bikini. That plan must await completion of the aeriall/
radiclogical survey that is no§ underway, and thst is expccted to be com-
pleted no later than the early weeks of 1979. \hen those survey results
arc available and evaluated, and when any remaining scientific tests found
necessary are also completed, all of which developments are expected to
occur in the first monthe of 1979, it will be possible to identify safe
relocation sites. The Governments will then, following full consultation
with the people of Kili (including the current residents of Bikini Island
who will by then have relocated there), plan in detail for the relocation
of such Kili residents as choose to move elsewhere, affording to them a
clbadoamane the poscilhle relecsiion sites. Those who choose to Temain on

faia i) Do CUCORMwuaied Lhiere.
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IV, The Cooovrnoate vboratand rha my, oA oo hIe A1, of the
cioarent vesidoats of RiVind Teiand weedd prefer, 0 o 7oy siact remain
on Hiv¥ni, te live on T-cu 7312948 din the Rikind SAradd R the Y5t
curiont saforost/on snccests that that will ot be o 0 =6, iF T ler
ronts shonid show Eoeu can be saleny Totiged, o . oot e At
all Bikinians who chocse to ¢o sd way Tove Lo Toen, 0 el o
the ~ice and restutes of Trnou poeonit.

V. In the roantine the Goverpmer:s have consi. o eat- loht
L. -porery housces on Kili, onc
Taland.,  This consyraction is

on which the Bikini Island residents return to Kili, or within 2 few days

thereafter, ccpending upon weather conditicns on Kili in the last half of

August, 1978, Because & visit to Kili revesals that certain neccssary
facilitics there are either sericusly inndeguite or noncxistant,

the Gov

Torihwith the vonstirocticn of ceviein pemporary

faci {ties: & npew dispensary, a new scnool, ar alditicn to tie church, eand
an zdditicn to the civic zesembly buiicding. These facilities, which are
cxpected to be cozpleted by the iz2il of 1978, will pe ¢! tu “ATY con-
struction because theyv can thereby be erected with great speed, &2¢ because
the need for them should not be left unmet during the s=veral -:nihs during

{acilities zre planned and constructed.
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The Governments recognize the necessity of providing a dack at
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in the sprin~ of 1970,

N
V11l. “ne Governments recognize that the island of Bixini and the

Eikini Atoil are places cf unique importance to the people cf Bikini and

their descendents, and that it is therefore important to them -

wude

to view and visit Bikini, ever if only brieflv. The Government of the

Trust Territory will therefore arrange, when Trust Territery ¢hircing
sclhiedulies permit, to transport Bikini Residents living on Kili (including
the current Bikini Island residents about to move there) for visits from
time to time to Bikini. Such visits will necessarily be brief, zrd it
will not he possible for the Bikini visitors to reside, even bricfily, on
Bikini Jsland nor, probably, on Eneu Itcland. Such brief visits will.

however, occur from tire te time, as shippine schedules reasorably permit

and ac the wishes of the Bikinians indicate.

VI1I. The Governments recognize that the current residents of
Bikini Island will encounter personal hardships, as well as certain
expenses, attendant upon their forthcoming move. The Governments will
therefore, pav, as a lump sum relocation allowance, the sum of $100.72
per person, to the head of each family on Bikini Island. That sum is
not intended to concstitute compensation, in whole or in part, {or any
damage the Bikini Island residents may be found tec have sustained. It
is intended instead to be a one-time payment to facilitate their ferth-
coming move to Kili Island. The Goverument of the United States has
arranged for the current Bikini Island residents to stop at Kwajalein,

while enroute to Kili, to make purchases there.

be cxiiaustive. lhev are intended to respond to the major concerns ex-

presscd at the meetine on Bikini and Kili on Anpust 11 and 7, 1978.
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