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APPENDIX

MEMORANDUM FOR THE FRESIDENT
Subject: Test of Atomic q§apons

On Juns 27, 1947, you approved the Atomic Energy
Commission's proposal for a prograﬁ to tecst atomic weapons sarly
in 1948, directing that you be informed when a definitive plan
vas ready, . On July 19, 1947, you further approved a public
release vhich stated that the Atomic Enorgy Commission is -
establishing proving grounds Iln the Pagific for routine expe;;%_
merits and tests of atomic weaponms, “

The recommendntion of the Commission, basedfon tochnical
reqpirements, that Enivetok Atoll be the tost site, was approved
by the Joint Chiegs of Staff, No other site but Eniwetok 1§,

suitable and none other is as feasible considcring present 33'

installations and logistic requirements. Other islands in the

Pacific, including non-Trust Territory, wili of course be
involved in the logistical preparation and support of the test.

It has besen determined by the Atomic Energy Commission that the
use of Eniwéok will require the evacuation of 145 natives, It

is recommended-that the Secretary of Defense be directed by thu
President to effect this evacuation,

' In order to insure that the United States meets fully itx

international obligations under the Charter of the United Nations

and in connection with the Trusteeship Agrecment entered into

.with the United States and the Securit Council respecti the
.T;ust Terrvitory of the Pacific, succial p;pvisions will be madc
for local inhcbitants as follows:

1. They will be accorded all rigSEs vhich aro the normal

constitutional rights cf citizens under the Constitution, but

d States f whom this

country has special rosponsibilit ics,
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2, The displacement of local.inhabitants will be kept to
the minimum required for their own safety and well being cnd
will not be accomplished merely for considerations of

convenience.

3. The displacement of local inhabitants will be effectcd
by agreements reached with them regarding resettlement,

.including fully sdequate provision for their well being in

their new locations,

The Atomic Energy Commission and the Secretary of Defense

will undertake to supply to the State Dcpertment evidence

sufficient to domonstrate in an internationcl forum thet in .
. ——— -

conducting such experimentstion in Eniwetok, the United States ™

is not thoreby subjecting the local inhcbitants of the Trust
Territory of the Pacific to perceptibly pgreater dahggr then, say,

I

thepouple of the United Stotes.,

The operatisns projected will involve the recuvery of
title from the Chinese Government of surnlus property originclly
valued ot an estimated $1,000,000. .

Two shots cre definitely planncd with provisions made fur
- a8 third, in the event datas obtained from the twd shots prove
inadequate, .Tho target date for the first shot is April 15, 1948,

The Armed Forces will provide thé military operational and
loglstical s;pﬁzrt necessary to the Commission'!s sclentific
rcquirements, The Joint Chiefs of Staff have assembled o Tasi:
Force for the purpose. The Commissiont!s scientific group,
headed by a Test Director, has been placed under the Task lorce
CommAander for over-all operational control,

It 1s estimated that the total expenditure will be
$27,500,000, of which $20,009,000 w11l represont the cost of
the participoticn of tho Armed forceskqbove thelr normal
operations, This cost will be borne by the Atomic Energy
Commission,

qu?-al} security will be the responsibility of the Task

Forcé'Commcnd r. There will be no public release uf information
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roegarding the test, or the preparation mnde for 1t, except by

agreement between the Commission, the Secretcry of Stote, ond

the Sccretary of Defensc,

The Joint Congressional Committce on Atomic Encrgy will bo
advised of this test program (though not the precise target date)
upon your sepproval,

UNITED STATES ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION

David E, Lilienthal
Chairman
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