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1. This pericd of the vear is generally knowm as

in the Marshall Island area, particularly in the Iniwetok - Eildni area
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It is better lmewn as the "irade! season, Over this aresz east-north-
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east to northeast winds prevail in the lower levels, the wind speeds

? ' renging bebween 10 to 20 knots, Small arounts of cumlus clouds,
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Qi usually not excesding 4/8 coverage, are found in this current, znd the
i cloud teps do not usual ¢j extand above £,000 feet, ERain scmetinmes

falls from these clouds, usuz2ily as showers., No extensive upper middle
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cloud decks are found, #Although the lower winds are northeast and cuite
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fresh, as one goes aloft, one finds that the winds turm more westerly
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with elevation until at about 20,000 feet they lie betiveen norithuest
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and southwest, The westerlies then exztend upwards to the tropopause
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. increasing in speed to about 25 knots at 45,000 fezt, If the upps
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; winds are mainly southwesterly, rain from the trzde cumulus is likely

%

andithe amount of cloud may ircrease to 6/8 or 7/8, If the upper winds
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are, however, chiefly northwesterly, the cumulus clouds pEdd-edecrcrse
| . Sracial Rersin:
to as little as 1/8 or 2/3 and showers are less likely, Spacial Rerine,
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2, Occasionally during this period, the winds throqgnout”gﬁe LURSE
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? %;: “\Sﬁ:m the inortheast or east-north-cast, Cloud cover will, hoviessery-be oty
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; % < = i -1inds of cumulcnimbus and heavy showers and an occas sional thunderstorm,
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There will be an extensive sheet of altostratus and altocumulus which
will make aircraft operations above 20,000 feet difficult and occa-
sionally hazardous, This situation 1s more particularly true in late
¥arch and April. Again; as during the normal trade flow which is feund
during this time of the year; the easterly winds will vary in direction
with height, becoming very strong westerlies above 30,000 feet and
reaching as high as 100 knots at 45,000 feet on occasion, These winds
are associated with a weather system aloft which can become quite in-
tense and which can persist for periods in excess of a week, This
situation is the one to be the most wary of during this period of
operat?ons.

3, In summary, normal trade flow weather is to be expected during
the greater part of the period of CASTLE operation. Day to day fluc-
tuations from the normal will be those elements of digression which

will have to be forecast,
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